ISSUE 04

shect

At the very outset, it might seem that women's life is
like a rainbow, vibrant enough, but it is colourful mist
hiding the reality. This pandemic has indeed proved to
be a reflection of gender disparities. This
unprecedented time has returned us to our traditional _ _
power imbalances. The mask in the picture is the : { ' -
depiction of how a woman is kept in shackles of | | |
darkness. She chooses to remain silent due to societal
norms. Rose in a woman's hand is the depiction of her
gentleness and strength at the same time, even when
she is caught up in tribulations.
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providing a better future for the students.
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John F. Kennedy said that when written in Chinese, the word ‘crisis’ is composed of two
characters, one represents danger and the other represents opportunity.

A tiny virus has invaded our lives and in all kinds of ways be it corporeal, emotional or even
spiritual. We live in fear that we might be attacked by the virus and so a sneeze can make
us anxious.

We live in fear that we might be attacked by the virus and so a sneeze can make us
anxious. We live in fear that we may lose our near and dear ones and so we oscillate
between incarcerating them and at times just surrendering to their desire to be free. We fear
our aloneness; we fear that we will never ever be able to meet those we wish to spend time
with. We fear that perhaps our Karma will overtake us and punish us by inflicting Covid upon
us and so out of fear, we pray. We seem to be living literally at the edge of the precipice.

At the same time we have begun to take some care to eat healthy and stay healthy, to adopt
practices that help our bodies stay fit which we had put on the back burner. We cherish our
loved ones and are able to embrace them for who they are, ignoring their little foibles. We
spend time with those whom we ignore because we understand their loneliness better. We
recall our blessings and regret the injuries we caused to others. We open our minds and
hearts to faith and belief. So we don't teeter and fall down the cliff, we grow roots and
become stronger.

Thus the pandemic has made us more resilient and more determined to surge ahead
despite the storms that overtake our lives. | am so glad that Speculo has forgrounded the
Pandemic in this issue.
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Equally glad that it will look at how gender inequality/discrimination can be seen in these times.
One reads of the dreadful fate of so many girls and women forced to be at close quarters with
men who, constantly at home and prone to visit pornographic sites more frequently, subject the
women and girls of the house to sexual assault regularly. One sees how women are forced to
become superwomen managing the constant demands of all family members as also managing
the house and the professional front, given that everyone is home all the time. As an
educationist, one is aware that the women/girls are denied the access to technology in those
households where the economy makes such technology limited. And how one wishes that things
would change and parity would come about. Women and men are speaking about it certainly and
perhaps through their articulations, the road ahead may become smoother. Time will tell.

As always, | congratulate the Political Science Department in general and the Editorial Team in
particular for yet another issue of Speculo which | look forward, like everyone else, to reading.
And | wish you all, freedom from the virus that has crept into our bodies, from the virus that
infects our online systems making even virtual communication so difficult at times! And | wish
you freedom from all the baggage of regressive thought that snatches away our rights and forces
inequality upon us!

Meantime Carpe Diem my dear friends!

Love and best wishes,

Prof. Swati Pal
Principal
Janki Devi Memorial College
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A TVele from Hhe

“All the world is full of suffering. It is also
full of overcoming.” Helen Keller

Hard times in life, though, are challenging to bear, but they
offer us a chance to pause, recollect, reset and resume
the routine. In the process, the adversities demonstrate
the necessity to understand the emerging scenarios,
guestion the existing practices and evolve new directions.

In times of pandemic, Speculo (Department of Political Science students' magazine) is one
such platform that facilitated the students to educate and express themselves. This is done
through conducting an interview with eminent women rights activist, commentaries, book
reviews, movie reviews, poetry, cartoons and argument segments.

Writing a note as a TIC for such an endeavour is indeed a very special honour and a moment
of happiness because the magazine is a labour of love for me personally. Since | have been
associated as a mentor for Speculo since its inception in 2018, and been preview to the
stimulating ideas of students in raw form and assisted in shaping them. However, publishing
the magazine annually would not have been possible without the encouragement and support
of many people. | would like to express my unequivocal gratitude to the Principal of the
College, Professor Swati Pal, who always passionately supported the student centric
initiatives and wrote an encouraging note for all the four issues of Speculo.

| would like to acknowledge the logistical support extended for the magazine by the
Association In-Charges, Ms. Khachungla Chalhang, Mr. Raju Keshari and Mr. Pavan Kumar,
as well as the office-bearers of the Department of Political Science Students’ Union. The
Mentors, Mr. Raju Keshari and Mr. Pavan Kumar, actively shaped students' ideas and helped
them refining the drafts. The editorial team members deserve appreciation for working
collectively to ensure all the work of the magazine is completed methodically. Kudos to the
budding writers and thinkers for contributing the write-ups on the issues of utmost importance.
Best wishes

Md. Zubeer Ahmed
Teacher In-Charge (2019-2021)
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Saima Parveen Sanya Chander Oberoi Shreya

In the time of pandemic, everyone enclosed within a small
cavity, this brought us to think about issues, successes
persistently. When every thing experienced seemed like an
end, people came to express their thoughts, views for
bettering the social and political situations. This excited us
to bring up the fourth edition of ‘SPECULO’ (mirror in Latin),
the maiden annual magazine of the Department of Political
Science, Janki Devi Memorial College. Mirror shows what the
reality is through reflection.

SPECULO, the students' magazine, tries to reflect the true
image of the society we live in, through the eyes of the
students, expanding their horizons. In the course of working
for this magazine, the Editorial Board learnt the skills of
researching, writing, editing and organising the material in a
coherent and a reader friendly way.
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The whole journey has been a pleasure and a bag of experiences for the editorial board.
This initiative would not have good outcomes without the coordination and cooperation
within the team.

Firstly, we would like to express our wholehearted gratitude to our Principal, Prof. Swati
Pal, who invigorated us to take SPECULO to the next level and wrote an overwhelming
note to continue the prestigious ritual of the magazine.

We would also like to thank the TIC/Head of the Department of Political Science,

Md. Zubeer Ahmed who was considerate to us, patiently heard our ideas and assisted us in
our efforts.

We would like to extend our gratitude to Association In-charges, Ms. Khachungla Chalhang,
Mr. Pavan Kumar and Mr. Raju Keshari, who generated an opportunity by acknowledging
our proposal of the magazine as an Association activity and motivating us throughout the
journey.

Our mentors, Md. Zubeer Ahmed, Mr. Pavan Kumar and Mr. Raju Keshari have been the
guiding light throughout this journey. We are grateful to all for acting as a foundation and
helping by their invaluable suggestions and supervision to make SPECULO a beautiful
creation.

SPECULO is a reflection of the voices of the students. It is a route which takes the students
towards the journey of truth and reality where they present their ideas, thoughts, and
opinions. It showcases the revolutionary and creative thoughts, which motivates us to strike
sledgehammer blows in one place, until we have accomplished our purpose. We, therefore,
felicitate all the contributors for their precious and well researched contributions on various
issues of the society.

Editorial Board 2021

Editorial Board Head - Vishu Rathi

Language Editing Committee - Nandita (Head), Aditi (Co-head), Shreya Prasad, Jyoti Singh,
Kirti Goyal

Graphic Designer - Ishika Ohlan

Movie/Web Series Review Section - Pramita (Head), Jyoti Singh (Co-head), Smiti lyer

Book Review Section - Pooja Naik (Head), Riya (Co-head), Retika, Ishika

Poetry Section - Neha Bhati (Head), Saima Parveen (Co-head), Batul Asad

Cartoon Making Section - Ishika Ohlan (Head), Sanya Chander Oberoi (Co-head)

Comment Section - Sirat (Head), Shreya Prasad (Co-head), Tashvi, Aarti

Interview Team - Rachita (Head), Pramita (Co-head), Neha Bhati, Disha, Jyoti Chaudhary,
Batul Asad

Argumentative India - Nandita (Head), Aditi (Co-head), Shreya Prasad, Jyoti Singh, Kirti
Goyal
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Someone rightly said,
“Alone we can do so
little, together we
can do so much.”

SPECULO began its journey with
just a 5-member editorial team
and English as the only
publication language. With each
passing year, we have been
witnessing high energy and zeal
in students who have poured
their hearts out to reach the
audience. The students have not
only motivated our readers to
think and evaluate more, but
have also built a platform for our
exceptional writers to
understand and express relevant
issues.

As this academic session is coming
to an end, our team has once again
amassed the various strands that go
into weaving the tapestry of our
department, and we are filled with
happiness and pride as we
announce the fourth edition of our
department magazine 'SPECULO'.
Yet again, an excellent job is done by
our entire team in unfolding and
presenting a wide range of
competitions like thought-
provoking articles, self-composed
poems, caricatures, etc. The
opportunities have not only helped
in creating a healthy competition
amongst the students, but also in
making a diligent and generous
impact altogether.
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We would like to thank our honorable Principal, Prof. Swati Pal for granting us the
permission to publish our department magazine. She has been a constant source of
encouragement and motivation for the entire department. Her faith and confidence made
us explore the talents in and around us.

At the same time, we are equally grateful and thankful to all our Association In-charges, Ms.
Khachungla Chalhang, Mr. Pavan Kumar and Mr. Raju Keshari, who believed in us and
taught us that with upright amount of focus, hope, belief and determination, nothing is
impossible to achieve.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the mentors of Team Speculo - Md. Zubeer Ahmed,
Mr. Pavan Kumar and Mr. Raju Keshari for leading us in this knowledgeable journey and
helping us in implementing our ideas magnificently.

Core Union
Vishu Rathi - President

Khyati Anand - Vice President
Sanya Chander Oberoi - Treasurer
Tanishqa Tilak - General Secretary

Extended Union
Megha Vohra - Cultural Head

Jyoti Khatri - Creative Head
Yashwani Kularia - Technical Head
Jyoti Verma - Media Head
Ishika Ohlan - Sponsorship Head
Anjali Chopra - Cultural Co-head
Daksha Khandelwal - Cultural Co-head
Disha Somvanshi - Cultural Co-head
Priminda Mutuva - Media Co-head
Amisha Gupta - Creative Co-head
Tanishka Dhiman - Technical Co-head




\\W\\,\\\\.\\\.
\.\\\\\\\\\\
e .
AP,

e
£ /¢ /L NN
g s 7 4 4 /
4 ” P Y, /\._ /\/\ WA YA A Edn
pr

. ~
14 B\
7f /.,;/\//- 1SN ~I~7




Interview

Section

English Transcription of the interview with Kavita Krishnan

Koweifow Koishnave

Kavita Krishnan is the Secretary of the All India Progressive
Women's Association (AIPWA). She is also a member of the
politburo of the Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist)
(CPI-ML), and the editor of its monthly publication, Liberation.
She is a women's rights activist who has publicised the problem
of violence against women following the 2012 Delhi gang rape of
Nirbhaya. Her views on the death penalty have been influential
in shaping the discourse around rape in the aftermath of the
post 16th December anti-rape protests.

The demand for "Freedom Without Fear" became a rallying
point for anti-rape protesters, and her views regarding so were
extensively published. In her groundbreaking and radical book,
“Fearless Freedom”, Kavita Krishnan locates the intersectional
issues such as caste and communalism. She argues that
depriving women of their autonomy is the root cause of the
structural violence against women and the evils of society.

Interview Team . —

Rachita Saha: Head of the Interview Team (3rd year).
Pramita Jasuja: Co-Head of the Interview Team (3rd year).
Members : Disha Somvanshi (2nd year) and Jyoti Chaudhary (2nd year).
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The Interview Team of the departmental magazine, SPECULQO, conducted an interview on
the theme, 'Gender and it's various aspects in the contemporary situation.’

Rachita - Ms. Krishnan, you have been at the forefront of various protests and have written
extensively on gender issues. How has been your journey as an woman activist in Indian
politics?

Ms. Krishnan: Activism in my life came much later. My mother, by nature, is very
progressive and an instinctive feminist herself. But, when | was a child, my mother did
express her concern and reluctance. Indeed, these incidents remind me that being a parent
to a girl in our society; no matter how progressive you are, you end up imposing restrictions
out of fear.

During my college days, in Bombay (1990-1993), that was the time when Babri Masjid was
demolished, there was communal violence in Bombay, the rise of Shiv Sena and BJP. It
was the time when | witnessed what kind of narrative society has towards Indian women,
‘the Bharatiya naari,” and how they should behave in a certain way according to societal
norms. When restrictions are social, you can fight with them, you can still negotiate with
your parents. But, when they become political, like it was in Nazi Germany, about which |
had read a lot, then it's terrifying. Despite this, there was no feeling of being an activist as
such. Then, in the early JNU days as well, | was interested in academics. In 1994, a Shiv
Sena member (for election campaign) visited there, to whom we questioned, “What will you
do with women like us?" About those women who consider “women" as their primary
identity rather than being a “Hindu”, to which he replied, “Well! We have jails". This answer
and this incident compelled me to indulge in activism. We campaigned for AISA (All India
student association), probably the only organisation in JNU with a feminist leadership.
Gradually, in the process of my feminism, | developed a Marxist way of understanding
society and that's how | ended up being a Marxist feminist.

For me, there is no difference between left activism & feminist activism. “If you are a leftist,
you have to be a feminist and if you are not a feminist, then to me, you are not a good
Marxist”.

Jyoti - What has been the inspiration behind your book “Fearless Freedom”?

Ms. Krishnan: It was in 2012, with the onset of the anti-rape movement that the demand for
an idea of “Fearless Freedom” emerged. There exists great parity between men and women
of the same age. | think that lies at the heart of fearless freedom, an attempt to understand
why in our society there is so much hostility towards women's autonomy. Such hostility is
presented to us as something that is inevitable, for our own sake in the name of love and
protection. The narrative presented is this - for your safety, you must give up your
autonomy.
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If anything is to be saved, it's our freedom. The violence of depriving us of our own
autonomy is the root of all other forms of violence. The need of the hour is to recognise
women as people who have the right to take risks and as people with having their own
agency.

Rachita- How far have been various mainstream women empowerment schemes been
successful? In your book, you have written about how slogans like ‘Beti Bachao, Beti
padhao,’ which itself perpetuates patriarchy. Would you please elaborate on that?

Ms. Krishnan: In the Beti Bachao campaign, there is a phrase popularly used in Haryana,
'‘Beti nahin bachaoge to bahu kahan se laoge,' the problem lies with this perspective itself.
She is not merely born to serve such patriarchal roles in future, for example, being a bahu,
cook etc. This patriarchal language and mindset won't materialize the purpose at all. That is
why sex-selective abortion campaigns are highly ineffective even after the former is being
declared illegal. The point is that sex-selective abortion can't be fought merely by shrivelling
pregnant women. The entire industry is involved in the process. To me, even the
advertisement campaigns like Swacch Bharat are perpetuating the idea of women not
stepping out of the four walls. To save that ‘ghunghat’, as displayed in the advertisement of
Vidya Balan toilets are to be constructed. A toilet is equated with ghunghat (shame/honour)
eventually. You can't link this barely to women's honour and safety. A toilet is something
that shields people from sickness and is for hygiene purposes.

Disha - Can you elaborate more on, “Marxist should be a feminist,” and elucidate the
connection between these two?

Ms. Krishnan: Around the 18th century, when liberal feminism was flourishing, Marxist
feminist never labelled themselves as feminist as it would have implied endorsing
bourgeoisie values. The 1917 overthrow of czarist Russia in a revolution was a shock. Soon
after the revolution, abortion and homosexuality were decriminalized in Soviet Russia.
Across the world, it became the destination for the LGBTQ+ community even though
homosexuality was reversed with extreme bureaucratization there.

Paradoxically, revolutionary China was doing worse with regard to gender relations. But
then, there was a time in Chinese history with a huge feminist assertion traced from the
writings of Leta Hong Fincher. With the gradual onset of Chinese state capitalism, patriarchy
rekindled. Now, the Chinese system is not even leftist, it is scarily authoritarian, racist and
most importantly against the workers. Prohibition of independent unions, workers unions
etc. is clearly not leftism.

Left feminism recognizes the fact that different women have different struggles. Rather than
individualism, it believes in a collective struggle i.e. achieving feminism for 100% not just
1%.
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Pramita - Various reports and indexes tell us that the literacy levels of women are higher in
the southern states. Considering this fact, do you believe that gender equity levels are
disproportionate in India, especially between the southern states and the northern
heartland?

Ms. Krishnan: As | was born in South India, but was brought up in the northern landscape,
so I'm familiar with both the mentioned regions. Speaking from my experience, none of the
regions has been more or less patriarchal in any sense. | agree it works differently due to
certain historical reasons. In the north, there exists a much more feudal notion of woman as
property; a visible “macho” culture. Whereas, the south has experienced various
progressive struggles like the self-respect movement led by Periyar. But, the modern
politicians of the south, the flag bearers of Periyar's ideals function in an extremely
patriarchal way. For instance, in Kerala, we have many moral policies against couples,
partying etc. Where is it coming from? It's all patriarchy. Hence, | don't consider the north-
south comparison adequate.

Rachita - In your book, you have stressed upon women having agency of their own.
Analysing the cases such as marital rape, abortion rights and recent anti-religious
conversion laws. What is the plight of sexual freedom of women in India? How has the
mainstream women empowerment narratives tackled these issues hitherto and what should
be the way ahead?

Ms. Krishnan: One of the first things to be realised is, where is this violence against
women's autonomy, especially against their sexual autonomy, coming from? In India, the
primary reason why our society is structured like this is “caste”. To keep the caste identities,
you have to police women's freedom. It's very simple if women are able to get into
relationships and have children transcending the caste boundaries, then the caste
boundaries will collapse, and the same goes with interfaith marriages. The government is
averse to it, and disseminating the narrative of “love jihad” which has no empirical evidence,
they tell us that Hindu girls are being “brainwashed” and how they need to be “protected,”
whereas the case is precisely the opposite. Women are being deprived of their individuality
by family. For instance, in Hadiya's case, the family forcefully took her to the “Rehab centre”
so that her “condition could be improved”. Women are being deprived of their consent. |
think what is happening in the name of Hindu supremacy today, is fascist law-making and
fascist control of society. And so, fighting caste and fighting Hindu supremacy are the two
things without which you can’t be a feminist in India today.
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Pramita - In social movements/protests, it's historically seen that women are at the forefront,
dismantling the public-private divide and showing women'’s active engagement in politics,
but still, the representation of women in the legislature/executive level remains abysmal.
What do you think is the possible reason for the same?

Ms. Krishnan: Representation, and diversity, are very important in politics. There is so much
hostility towards caste-based reservation. Reservation is one of the ways to correct these
caste-based and gender-based biases.

But, when it comes to political representation, there are other things as well. The political
system needs to transcend. Instead of the First Past the Post System, which tends to favour
those who are already dominant in that area, there should be a system of Proportional
Representation. The idea that parties contest, and whatever proportion of the votes they
get, based on that proportion, they are assigned a certain number of representatives and
those representatives should be 50 — 50 based on gender. Then, the party would have to
provide that many representatives. Then, essentially, the parties would have to compete for
showecasing diversity in their panel. The political system needs changes in order to improve
political representation. The more politically diverse county is, the more developed it is.

Pramita - What has been the impact of COVID-19 and Lockdowns on the education of
women? Can we see a gender bias emerging due to the same?

Ms. Krishnan: Women have to face a lot of tribulations because of online education. The
problem is the digital divide of India. Here, access to the internet, access to phones are
already very restricted, based on a variety of factors, including poverty, caste and gender. If
you're a girl living at home, spending that time in the midst of a pandemic, then, you're
expected to bear a greater load of household burdens than your brother. The problem is
exacerbated due to the paucity of resources. The families have to prioritize between the boy
and the girl child, and they are likely to prioritize a boy over a girl, not just because of their
bias, but also because they are operating in a system in which they are’re forced to choose.
So, the idea that education opens the doors not only of employment and opportunity but
also the social doors like that of dignity, you find them closing in on you. It eventually adds
to the general mental health crisis during COVID-19.

Interview Team:- Thank you so much, ma’'am, all of that was indeed enriching. We got to
learn about different dimensions and perspectives of gender issues. We hope our readers
find it enlightening as well.

C) ®
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HI&T<hR

faurfia ufer 'SPECULO' &Y TrafiehR &9 ZRT Udh ek STrfSid forar mar, e fawy g,
ToRT T Tt uRffaaT o 39 fAf¥a uger | &9 312 &ed g s uraamTor 58 ugH & a1E uae
R g

=rdr- oy fafea faRie vesi A sifgw Ji< o @ 8, a1y g1 «fies qei R a%dt 9 e o o g1
Uch URATd HAIgAT ehidehd! h T § YRATT ISTHITT T SITUhT YR T 8T ?

Hiddl HUHE : W Siled H, { Yeh Shdchd! oh ¥4 H dgd = ¥ Afeha g3 A AT S foh aga wmfasiiear
foaRy areft gd w@rvifdes ¥U 9§ U Aardt off §1 wig Uah & & w0 A, # 59 gk H gidt g at
a0 a7 ffar qur Argeft SfeR et €1 aaa | 3 geAT qg 3 g1 et € & guR v
Uk o<1 T dTfeie gIHT, @his AT gl ¥@dT b 319 fohd= weTfasiie §, SMueht ag S g8 37 it foh
ufds} sl TR B THT g

giwl (1990-1993), TR dicisl & &, a8 at 11 & Fa are’) Al o fAedw gon, dit 7 |iveiis
fear gs aut it qut fRreeT &1 I g3 # 59 WHY MR A1 & YT i TaTg a1 3R §8eh!
oft iof PO I U [fd dich © TagR &eAT diigq | 59 1Y ISt gidl & df 31y 399 oS
Hehd, AU HAHTGh & dTd R dohd & | UG 19 g It sl 8, a1 foh sl st # o
fSrgeh R | A4 9gd Ugl 8, 99 Ig WAEE i1 81 39 arasie vl J31H ek shiichdl &= &l &hig
HTgAT gl At WYy & URMe G 7 A% Reaed 7o ®u 9 terftie fwal # off 11994 # ggf
AT & Y G5 SY (AT TER & fog) S99 ga= g@r, ‘oimu ga il Afgensit & @y @
FHR'? g Sl Afgersi @ aread d Afgard st srat mufAe uga Afgen g A 8 A o fig
g1, o iR 3Rt ufafehar off-‘sree1! g9R U S 81’ 39 STard JYUT "eAT 4 3 hRicd! a4 IR
ATeR fohaml g9 AISA (All India Student Association) & g sifera Temar St fo emag Ardtardy
AJd TTAT SIYAY, BT ThHT IS UT| ITRIR ARIETG <kl Ufshar § d4 S(u- AmHATiSIeh dHeT ol
Arerdardt ddieh @ faenfa fmar) g9 uer & ues Aredard) aiardt s+ 1|

R AT T} Fithaarere gur amult afthaarare & &t" @ig e T8 81 “SrR 3g Ta amuedt §
Jt 3kt ARIETE 1T U= ofiR afe oy Aare A8t & at TR forg oy ek o AreRiard gt &l

- emueht fohdre ‘fearless freedom’ & W& 3maeh! TRUT T 3E1H?

FHiAdT FWUE : Tg T 2012 o1, SR A Fdffer MY’ & &= AR o 91 JerenR foRiedt stigle
gl %@ ¥ ggf 9 “fearless freedom” T faaR simam| gl eokes 814 & 918 +ft ga1 #fgen & w1y 29
g o1 g SR ST € STt TH 9 o Gl & 1Y gl [haT1 SI1dT, Jf T4 9 sl S| 7t v
g ok fearless freedom # &t aTd ol THETA T UaT foRaT foh AR THTST A TIR SR YRerm & 9 W)
Afgerstt dt @Wraar & ol a1 W1 T & ? Toh AURGR a%] o U # Y Ufdadl df gAR I9&
U&d a1 ST 81 39 U ol 39 dig Uehe ol STl & "JreRl GRE & forg g Siu-! Wra=idl
B &N BT’ | I o I g af ag g™t AN 81 g BRI WiIddl & dfed @1 o= gt
YR hI fgar h 578 gidt g1 Saaehdl € df Afge sl B8 aafh & w9 # de+ for 98 sifew ssm
a1 fYRR 8, Tch AMd & A1 I W HTHhUT A SIfIRR gl
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AT — egyRT S fAfwa Afgar Gerfhanor GGG Sel do dhel WG & ? hiddl St AU o=
fohara # feradt 8 foh e ‘s st At ugrsil’ & AR W # fOqar ol FRavar ueH o @ 8, R
3TT 3! fakga e Fehelt & ?

AT oo Sft : S8 et sifwa | giaron # gek HgrerT agd vafeld o, ‘9FR §t A8l srarei at
dg hgl U TR | FHE W 39 99IRT # g1 81 aefchal vidsy | vdt fUqerate s Sid- ag,
TgiEaT 3¢ ot A & forg & 51 981 &l ag fqa<rates “TeT gAR 3T vl Ui gl o aTgat|
Uiy dAffies T-THe: THUTT @bt R Ot et & a1g ft 39k fojty & IaTg <7 38 sifda
e 9 @ fAwwrdt g1 Agayul 91d 48 & o dhad Afger R FRET T@aw gt dfites Ta-1as
THUTT T a1 oTST Sl ehdT g1 =T AL I 39 ufehar 7 At g1 &R forv Tes W IRd i sifeam™=
off 39 faaR foh Afgersi ol aRéar @ argr 981 Sr=1 =@1fg, st ARaRdT UeH &dr 81 gue ol da
& foig i foh faen aree o Gon fagmoa A qerfar mar g <iemerd s== T1fgql thed: i=rerd di g
o (rf/amm) § & 131 39 Y WE ¥ § AT & T qUT Qe ¥ A8 SIg Uehd | e
Teh QY g% & S« ent dteriat & s=rar @ SR T=adT §11g W@ g

fe&amm : pfddT oo Sft, U Ieeig fohaT foh ‘U ATRIATET Sl ARIGTET g1 a1fgq’ o 3mg 39
faeqa iR 37 i1 & daif ot TUe o= Fendt § 2
AT WM : AN 18 of ATSE], Ta IGRATG! ARG TG 81 28T YT, ATHar ARiareal & @ st
&t ARIaTEl & = A usfa 981 fhar it ag oo gedl @1 gHd AT gid1l 1917 # (Czarist)
STRATE! ¥4 T U g1 Uah gt o | whifd & are Hifdaa &9 9 mfurd aur g9«fiedr &t FRuRne
IS foram| T sy # 319 98 LGBTQ dHer™ & forg 7iden T &= mam| gerfy Sifead &4 & $ie?
s HreaATa! = Tg 9d Ie1e 2T
fagamr gg @ o whifdarRt d= dAffier daal & Amet & 3R oft =1 911 9’ foR Ues Twg o1, Sie A
gfagre # Leta Hong Fincher & o@+ & faerme Aiare &Y q@zar & e fAerd @1 fohg goftard)
It T5T hY hiFes YFATT & A1 FOGE saen TR & ST 781 3t o7dT 8 <1 T oTedt 3
dt grgardl ¢ dfceh g8 9R Il |, A%l 998 J81 aid sfial & QA g1 AeigRl h @dH
g+ o1 ufdsiad g1 TuE &9 § 9y df |6l 8l
amEudl ARiaE Ueh a2 ol Wik &hedl g foh f9a-faa afgemst ft gawad f9=9-f9a gkt 1 ug
Afhdg & WM R Afech HYY el ATIAT T 8; Y ARIA1E @l hael 1% gl dfceh 99 % T
AT

Aear ;. faf9a Rl iR Faehich 4 sard & fon afeift Tsat 7 Afgermsit e drerar TR sifee 8, 39
I IR IR @ gU o1 31U AT & foh WRa | diffter gaar fasiy w0 & afaoft sik 3 w=at &
& SrUTdgl /31T § ?

Hfaar o : AAfhTd 0 @ & g &= & uRkfea g, & aféior wra  der g8 ofk 3T a1g It vRd
3T T8, SAfY TR IWa | @8 off & [l oft arm F &n a1 wmer fogerere 78 8, 3 3o
g HRUN & HRUT IT-IAT dig T &hIH hdl g, I VR H AfgArsii ol dufa & U # 39
1 31fdes adt gRoM @ 3R I8 ‘macho culture’ & ¥U # feEar & ,Siafeh aféor WRd dRaR & Aqa
# @i srigle 9 fafas gerfasiter St @ 1ot ¢ SR SHehT agi Yeh T8 UHTa Ul g aifchd
R & el & easTaTadh SferoT & MY AT Sicd fUgeTeTe avich § & & &l
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JETER0T & oIy ael # WR, Ul e arel GiTell o RAATh g Afder Hifaai &1 ag -ifaai shgi & 3 &t
&2 & g9 Nqgr 8, safay & IR-f@ior &l o= & 7gl 7t

T ; SNTUhT gXaes H ST9H 39 91d W ¢ a1 ¢ o Afgersii Y ool Ua Wdd Yol g1 datige
TR, THUTT AT YRR R g1 a1 A AT gH uRad= it A S At o1 fosdwor st &R
URd H Afgeraft &l = Wdaar i or g g ? 3R JEauRT & Afgar gftheor 6t warsit A g9
He]l bl 3d deh ohd FuerT @, a1 31t o1 AT T gl A1fey ?

Fiddr o ;. Ry T Agayqul g Aegy w1 6 ok Afgarsit hf @rar & e gg fear Fei
G 3Tt g, Ay T & I I WrIdl & fR&eh, g2t ordn & foh gHR TATS St 39 oRg 4 darferd
TR T TG hRUT S § 3R g9 SIfaid ug=-t &l §91¢ @+ & folw Afgermsi &t @asar &t
gfeid fohaT STTaT 8, SHehT ShRUT Sgd §Xe & HRilich 3FR AfgaTy STfaira TS & ok H# G o1 ue
T, GaY T SR 9= A & g @d= gift at [Afga & @ sifa &t diard st ugd 9 8 @ A
IRY ¢ 98 &g STU | GRePR ST faty e @l ¢ ok 34 ‘&g foigie” & ®u d udTiRa &R &t ¢,
fSrent anls SrHasTa H1ed T8l 81 98 gH aaid ¢ foh fég wisfaral e “sirarer fomar i 281 8 8k 32
& QRiAd e i HraTehd §, Stafch AT Sich 39k fAuid g 3Ts1 URAR gRT Afgarsil ol 3k
@ & s T dfRq fovan <11 28T 8, 381801 & forg g1far anTet (hadiya case) # gRaR 7 SaRed!
Ikl YA ohg H STl dlfch I9<h! gTad H UR gl Teh| Afgarall sl IAch! St GgAafd § dfRd
foRaT ST @1 81 q3t &IaT 8 foh o1 fég a=ika & A R ST €1 3T & 98 GHIS W GIaR! A SR
Frftart i § ofk sifey g adea ofk oiifa coaen @ @12 M onet oy wRa & artardY gt
gt Tahd |

ufiar : faefie =u @ g ar T & o amnfSia siiciemt # afgarsi 3 gee ik Bsh &
&l sifeel arganr Torifa & argd ffe sra1 & g, afd e ot faurRier ofik srfert TR wr Afgersit
&1 ufafAfea &0 8, Sueh! T TTaT & S9! THTfad SR &1 ¢ ?

FHfddr o ;. T H ufaffda ok fafdear sga agayef 81 ggi Sifa smeriRa smreror & ufa
Igd UfcRIY g1 cifehT STRETOT SiTfer STemRd SR ot SmemRd qaiigl el g e &l Yeh axiehl &
fEn st9 aorifas ufaffda &t ara ordt & at zad oy Al oft S8 St € safeg qat aar b
TSTifcleh TUTTeT eht et chl SRed 8, 'Thid U & U fOeeH’ dg AT UUTTell § St 3TehT Ul o<l &
STt Uget © 51 39 & H YTl g 3Ulfely B U g Ul [Oed &l So1q wiiRiAer Rusiesr &t worredt
Y IUAMT 1T 3T AR Urél AT et & ok 3T 3 it ale Merar & I Ui & SR W
afgarsit ot RfYa I & ufaf~fea Tior s ok a8 ufafRfda o & smer R 50-50 gFr anfgul
39 915 UTieat @t fafea ufafafd Iuets e g1t ofk siffard wu @ wifdat &t srua G=er & fafaerar
™ & forg ufaaifiar ot ghff1 ora: IR SUR IeHide daHfda & gur & forg aoifae
AT § 9819 T A1igy|

ufiar Covid-19 3R ey SIS bl AfgAT3H chl fRALT UR &RIT UG UST & ? T §9ch hRUT gH T
TEUTd Sl IH gU & Hehdl 872
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Hiddr o : AT A8 ada # Yeh agd ke R € wiifdh 9Rd A ugd 4 gt Uah f3fSee
fawrs 8, g8l W g 3R WH d% ugd agd Hiffa g ek ug ufdagar mifl, sfa, feim anfe
FROT TR MR &1 T4 3R 3T HEHRI & SR R W IE @ & df [ffd 9 & mud °i8 &t
g1 H 311U § gl 13T i 31fder dga i India oht SIrgeft | Garei Bl wHt o hRoT uRRar it dgdht
3R ASHl & &g UTAHBdT dT AT USdl g SR Tgi R URAR H dSch vl UTUHehdr & i i
GqTeAT ghfY, O9T dhadt yaitgl & ehRuT 181 giar sfesh safey off gtar & axifes af Ot cgawn | &
TR TG & STel I¢ QT T o foly AoTeR foram Sirar 81 39feiy ag faamR ok frerm 7 dhaer Ao 8k
AR Pl gR Wierd! g dfceh TRAT SIA TSI g3arst off1 3y 39 grarsii &t Siu= I+ &g gid uTd
21 T8 Covid-19 & HRUT I gU AR A Hehd i 3R FgIdT |

HISTRRR & :- 9gd-agd Y=uale 47, Ig HI&T<hR ardd | dgd fAferd & arer a1 s&@& gd foimm
(Gender) & fafera smami ofR gRvedt & IR & S &l A< g6 32 g 6 ursanl ot ag fRreme
ST |

C) ®
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Different Facets of Caste

Interrogating the Stereotypes
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Caste, the word was first used by the Portuguese who entered the West Coast of India and
described the groups they observed as ‘castas’ meaning species, breeds, tribes, races, clans or
lineages. The word caste covers both varna and jati and there is no word in any of the Indian
languages as inclusive as caste. Varna is the hierarchical division of society while jati is the
basic unit (endogamous unit) of society showing the working of caste system. Both varna and
jati are used for the English word caste.

Caste is a kind of graded inequality with a varied but distinct hierarchy. It is one of the most
pervasive and controversial aspects of life in India and surprisingly is found in all religions of
India, even those which are not sanctioned by scriptures. Caste is a 2500 years old system still
having its roots in Indian society. Caste maybe an ancient system but it still echoes in the
modern era and is of a great importance even today as:

It acts as the source of identity and inequality

Social identity claims that people derive an important part of their identity from encouragement
of membership with the group they belong to, from their birth to death. It can act as a source of
pride and self-esteem and we tend to enhance our self-esteem while promoting the status of
the group we belong to by suppressing others. Caste is a powerful identity which can override
other identities and as a strong source of identity, it makes us rely on some of the caste norms
as these norms will elevate the threat from other castes and protect our identity(for example:
endogamy).

Caste as a source of identity also gives birth to inequalities as now the race to climb up in the
hierarchical order becomes more competitive due to the more rigid nature of caste given the
identity process, making it difficult to maintain social harmony. This caste division is not only
limited to social life but also economic. The ancient economic relation based on caste shapes
the present society adding to the widening gap between lower and higher castes. Caste, being
a source of identity and inequality, is not only harmful to society, as it creates drifts but also for
the nation's progress, as it hinders the choice of occupation resulting in reduced mobility of
labour that hinders the process of industrialization.
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It is a rigid system which also stands in between individuals and nation’s unity as higher castes
become influential and get hold of power overlooking national interests and serving caste
interest thus stopping nations from moving forward on the path of advancement through rational
choices. And most importantly it is against the norms of democracy as it works on greater
inequality and exploitation of lower castes resulting in suppression of people. Caste identities
can further cause religious controversies as religion is identified by the group of people who
follow it and groups are identified on the basis of caste so it causes the junction of caste and
religion which is really hazardous to harmonious society and nation. Caste is as local as you
want, as global as you can get it. Caste keeps on reinventing itself through different means and
gets stronger every time it gets reinvented. Now caste is not limited to social life but has also

entered politics and has become an important factor.
Caste PoLiTics

i\

Caste as a source of vote bank and political influence «

NG \
In the contemporary era, caste relations have been m \\ \,{*\5\{! %a@
e e

moving away from traditional relationships of socio- o S =P VT,
economic interdependence towards more competitive wli‘l\\ _ ; _.!I

models of socio-political interactions.

The removal of the boundaries between civil society and political society means that caste now
plays a huge role in the political arena and also influences other government-run institutions
such as police and judicial systems. Identity politics is based on subjective beliefs, memory and
over politicization. Our defining feature of this identity politics is production of shared sense of
togetherness which comes from caste.

Caste system has traditionally had significant influence over people's access to power; the
privileged upper castes groups benefit more by gaining substantially more economic and
political power, while the lower caste groups have limited access to those powers. The upper
caste groups can then manipulate the economic and political system to transfer economic
strength into political power. The hierarchy of caste and its role in politics and access to power
and resources has created a society of patron-clients relationship along caste lines which
eventually led to the practice of vote banking.

The vote bank practice is strong as often the results of
elections are based upon how a particular caste votes.
This is a threat to democracy as the powerful and majority
castes can overrule the weak lower castes. It focuses more
on serving caste interests rather than national interests
while also hindering the choice of choosing a leader on
rational basis rather than caste basis. It is correctly said
that: “cast your vote don’t vote your caste.”

%@W
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Conclusion

In the beginning, caste was a system of division of labour with social relations between different
caste groups being regulated by the jajmani system. With the decline of the jajmani system and
increasing livelihood diversification, caste identities became an instrument to mobilize people
for economic and political gains as a basic shift took place in caste - from ritual hierarchy to
identity politics (Kothari 1994). So, we can see that caste is still a relevant part of social and
political life of people in India. Caste sometimes creates a lethal combination by combining itself
with religion, class and politics which at the time of conflict can cause hazardous repercussions.
Caste is continuously reinventing itself. It is best understood not as an old orientalist code but a
new instrumentalist grammar that shifts from context to context. Caste today can be understood
in terms of two metaphors- the organism and virus. An aorganism lives in symbiosis with its host.
A virus destroys it.

“Caste is dying but long live casteism”...

In this lies the pity. Caste’s hold upon society is still there, even if it is dying and this caste is
getting reinvented and has become a contemporary reality which is creating inequalities
through new mechanisms with its relations with class, religion, identity, politics and gender.
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"A state in the grip of neocolonialism is not a master of its own destiny. It is this factor which
makes neocolonialism such a serious threat to world peace."
-By Kwame Nkrumah

The 1980s and early 1990s witnessed a wave of neocolonialism breaking across the
developing world. But, first we need to understand what actually neocolonialism is.

Basically neocolonialism refers to the use of economic, political, cultural, or other pressures to
control or influence other countries, especially former dependencies.

If we search about neocolonialism the first thing which pops out is the name Kwame Nkrumah,
the former Prime Minister of Ghana. He wrote a book by the name Neocolonialism - The Last
Stage of Imperialism. According to him, the new colonialism of today's represents imperialism in
its final and perhaps its most dangerous stage. In the past, it was possible to convert a country
into colonial territory. Today, this is not feasible. Old-fashioned colonialism has been abolished.
It still constitutes an African problem, but is everywhere on retreat. Once a territory has become
nominally independent, it is no longer possible. In the place of colonialism as the main
instrument of imperialism, we today have neo-colonialism.

As said by Nkrumabh, it is the worst form of imperialism and those who practice it acquire power
without responsibility and for those who suffer it, it means exploitation without redress. So, the
developing nations will be unable to create a large enough market to support industrialisation.
The result of neocolonialism is that foreign capital is used for exploitation rather than the
development of state and therefore, development under neocolonialism increases the gap
between rich and poor nations of the world.

Let us try to understand it with an example. In 2015, the Obama administration threatened
South Africa with sanctions because South Africa continued to impose barriers on its trade and
gave South Africa 60 days to remove those barriers. This was serious and in 2016 South Africa
struck the deal with the US, despite concerns that chicken could have been contaminated with
bird flu or other diseases according to various reports. So, these reports surfaced that South
Africa was bullied into accepting its substandard chicken of face losing duty free trade with the
US under African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA).
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Through this example, we can understand how developing countries may be unable to force
developed countries to accept the primary products at fair prices; and that's how neocolonialism
control is exercised through economic or monitoring means, that is boat and gun policy.

Since Africa is a source of important natural resources; so, most of the developed nations get
attracted to it to meet their needs and that's how colonialism is invading Africa.

Neocolonialism in Africa - the Era of Globalisation

The heavy dependence on financial aid and the apparent activities of multinational corporations
revealed that Africa is still in a new colonial stage of development. The activities from Europe
and America reveal nothing short of economic protection and cultural domination. Some
scholars such as Ali Mazrui, have opinionated that the new form of neocolonialism is
globalisation. It describes how globalisation allows itself to be a handmaiden into ruthless
capitalism, increases the danger of warfare by remote control, deepens the divide and
accelerates the damage to the environment.

Another scholar Oseni Afisi also condemns it to the corridor of neocolonialism and cultural
subjugation. Africa has to be dependent on Europe and America and more recently upon China
for development.

The term neocolonialism became widespread in use as a result immediately the process of
decolonization began in Africa. It was when Africans realised that even after being independent,
their country was still being subjected to a new form of colonialism. The challenges that
neocolonialism seems to impose are related to social-economic, cultural and political
development of people and states of the continent.

In order to combat neocolonialism, it would require a multi-pronged strategy which continues in
the following points:-

m Systems of countries are developing. There is a need for a clear definition on what
constitutes neocolonialism. New colonialism is not just any domination, but it is an incubation of
economic relationships wherein a country uses natural resources of another and treats it merely
as a marketplace for its finished goods. A clear definition will enable mapping and designing
appropriate responses.

m The imperative of equal economic outcomes should help any mate. They must not just read
discussions but also focus on various conversations in academic as well as other foreign policy
platforms. Also, care should be taken to ensure that conversations on new colonialism do not
generate anti-free trade.

m New institutional frameworks which can generate and sustain the discussion on
neocolonialism should be created or fostered.

To conclude, Africa is a paradox which illustrates and highlights neocolonialism. Earth is rich,
yet the products that come from above and below the soil continue to enrich not Africans
predominantly but groups and individuals who operate towards Africa's impoverishment.
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“l alone cannot change the world, but | can cast a stone across the waters to create many
ripples.”
— Mother Teresa

We frequently read and listen to people bemoaning the fact that our world is not like they want
it to be. Wars, greed, hardship and the list may go on and on about things we often find difficult
to overcome. However, is it really adequate to blame others for everything happening around
and expecting the world to change through others actions? Can't we look at ourselves for that
change?

“Be the change, you want to see in the world” - Mahatma Gandhi

Corruption, child labour and abuses, acts of violence against girls and women, negligence of girl
child education and subsequent forced marriage are things we see in our daily life. Many a
times we observe reality, feel sad and forget and then, when we again see those anomalies
such sentiments pop up and this cycle goes on, but something which is often missed out is
most part and, that is to act’, feeling sad can be a part of it but it is never enough.

People in this world can be broadly divided into three categories-

1. Those who ‘make’ things happen- o US
these are doers, making things happen is about creativity and being
proactive, not waiting for the next person to do what you have the
capacity to do. If no one wants to get it right, someone has got to take
that bold step and make the first move.

2. Those who ‘watch’ things happen-

watching things happen is tantamount to standing aloof, wishing to ‘see’
things change and not to ‘make’ things change.

3. Those who ‘wonder’ about things that happen-

these are indifferent about the happenings in society. Wondering what happened tends to
mediocrity and sheer deprivation.

(Maximum people around the world, can be put to second and third categories out of the three
mentioned above).
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Stop the Blame Game

From encountering an expired product by mistake to finding garbage on the road, we
frequently blame others for it. In case of an expired product, the shopkeeper from whom
you bought. In case of garbage, maybe, the municipality or any other respected
concerned body, ignoring the fact you are also responsible for it. Since, it is we, who make
the roads dirty, and sadly, quite often take public properties for granted. It is somehow
our duty to see and check properly about the details of any and every product before
buying it and understand our responsibilities.

These are just small things we encounter every day; it can be seen at global context -

Take the example of the worldwide viral pandemic: Coronavirus, Egregious mistakes were
made and many people are dying needlessly as a result. But who made the mistake is a
matter of dispute. The left blames right, right blames China and the World Health
Organisation. Governors blame the president and he blames them right back.

Is it not that rather than blaming each other, there is a need to understand one’s
responsibility for what has happened, what needs to be done, why and how.

From Inspirations to Solutions

B Rosa Parks, on December 1, 1955 became one of the inspirational people who changed
the world, she refused to obey the driver's order to give up her seat to a white and moved
to the back of the bus. Her act of defiance became one of the pivotal moments of the Civil
Rights Movement in America.

B Newly divorced and struggling to make ends meet, single mom Joanne Rowling turned
to work on the novel she had been outlining for five years. She never thought she would
find herself among other people who changed the world and influenced generations of
people.

B Berners-Lee, an average British computer scientist. In the late 1980s, he proposed a
project that combined hypertext (the system that allows you to click on links and open
other web pages) and the internet. His goal was to allow researchers a place to share
information online so that others could see it any time of the day. The end result was the
World Wide Web we know and rely on today.

B Mahatma Gandhi proved that ONE MAN can change the world. He managed to take
down an empire without using any violence. Gandhiji as a spiritual man, tried to find a
harmonious balance between contemplative life and life of action. Gandhiji's wise
counsel, courageous guidance, unexcelled foresight, imperturbable patience is universally

Indrnldeysaanebiabievations to Reality through Action
Despite common barriers, ideas are being created every day and one can turn ideas into

reality. It's just that turning innovative ideas requires passion and perseverance. We adore
our ideas. We care for them. We dwell on them. We obsess over them. It takes a while to
get to the point where you will be even a little satisfied with your work.
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Even then, there are iterations — you will spend innumerable hours doing and redoing an idea,
wanting it to be “just right.” But that's how we make a change. Obviously, all these things may
sound easy and attractive, but actually they aren't that easy. One has to be extremely patient
and live those ideas with every possible breath, work tirelessly and struggle with every possible
obstacle. But, that's how the world will know you for something that has impacted it. Not to
confuse it with anything that brings destruction to anything, anyhow.

Conclusion

A ot of things have gone wrong in the world already.
Things are going on under our very nose and things
will go wrong in the future as well. But, try and think,
that you could be the change the world has long
anticipated. We have to be a light in this dark world,
an eye to the blind, an ear to the deaf, voice of
suppressed and a source of strength to those living
with disabilities. These errors are corrigible only if we
are poised to speak out every given instance. We have
the power to change the world.

Source URL:
https://abstract.desktopnexus.com
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"Where life is cherished,
there peace is found.
Where people are united
in the richness of their hearts,
there peace exists
as a tangible reality”
- Dr.Daisaku lkeda

In human society, it is the power of humanism that exerts the most profound force over the long
term. Original aim of politics is people's happiness and welfare. Over time however, these
realms gradually became divorced from the true purpose and estranged from the human being.

History has been stained too much bloodshed in the name of Justice. The French Revolution,
for example, is a seminal event in the development of the modern tradition of humanism and yet
how many innocents lost their lives to the 'Justice of the Guillotine'?

Likewise, in the grand experiment of socialist humanism, original intent was betrayed and tens
of millions of lives were sacrificed . This, again, is one of the irrefutable historical truths of our
century. Such suffering must never be repeated. Justice accompanied by violence and Kkilling is
empty and false.

But the question arises which definition of humanism we use? The answer is- a humanism
based on an expansive cosmology, a worldview that sees the individual as being one with the
entire universe, expanding and growing with it.

The 20th Century was a Century of war where humankind gave rise to nuclear weapons, a
product of the darkest nature inherent in life. War is nothing but slaughter and destruction. It
inflicts misery on people, casting them into a living hell. It is the most barbaric of human
activities. Yet, humankind repeated this on an unprecedented scale.

Moreover, the tragedy of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the first and only cities where nuclear
weapons were employed in war. Both cities were destroyed and countless individuals lost their
precious lives. To this day, survivors of the bombings continue to suffer from illnesses related to
radiation exposure.

So long as nuclear weapons exist, the quest for world peace and human rights for all will
remain elusive.
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The idea of abolishing weapons of mass destruction was in the United Nation (UN) agenda
from the outset, elating back to the very first resolution adopted by the General Assembly in
January 1946, the year after the UN's establishment.

The year 2017 proved to be a turning point for peace and disarmament. A series of negotiations
at the UN finally led to the adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW) in July which follows bans on biological and chemical weapons prohibiting all weapons
of mass destruction.

Also, it is infused with the spirit of international Human Rights law and its focus on the risk
nuclear weapons pose to the " security of all humanity".

It was realized with the strong support of civil society, including the survivors of nuclear
weapons use. Their contributions were recognized when the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize was
awarded to the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), the civil society
coalition that has continued to strive for a treaty based on prohibition of nuclear weapons.

In her speech at the Award Ceremony, Setsuko Thurlow, declared, based on her experience as
a survivor of atomic bombings of Hiroshima:

Nuclear Disarmament

"Humanity and Nuclear Weapons cannot coexist...
These weapons are not a necessary evil,
They are the absolute evil".

Nuclear weapons which deny people their
fundamental right to live, are an absolute evil that
cannot be tolerated.

There are in fact, examples of countries which have possessed nuclear weapons, then chose
the path of denuclearization. South Africa is one such example, it began dismantling its nuclear
weapons in 1990, the year after President F.Wds.Klerk made a speech in Parliament to end
the aparthied system of white minority rule. This was followed by South Africa's accession to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in 1991 and by the signing of
the treaty of Pelindaba, which declared the African continent a 'Nuclear Weapons Free Zone'
(NWF2) in 1996.

The treaty for the proliferation of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty
of Tlateldeo) established the World's first NWFZ seeking banishment on nuclear war.

The ideals of peace and human rights can't be achieved in a single leap. If nuclear weapons
epitomize the force that would divide and destroy the world, they can only be overcome by the
solidarity of ordinary citizens, which transforms hope into the energy to create a new era.

It is now up to those of us who live in the 21st century to ensure that the tragic history of the
atomic bombings is never forgotten. We must work towards the realisation of the abolition of
nuclear weapons by uniting together to protect and preserve our one and only planet through
following action points :-
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Education

Education is a fine sword and has been touted as one of the most powerful tools we can
implement in our global efforts to promote world peace. The purpose of education is to
empower the people and think rationally. Especially, role of youth is very important. Youth are
the leaders of future generations and their focus should be to raise awareness among people
and promote value education. Young people can be the voice of change and peace.

Courage and Compassion

The smallest bit of courage can become the strength to protect a friend. The simplest words of
kindness can change a person'’s life. The important thing is to awaken the innate conscience
and courage that exists within each person, and thereby bring together our communities,
societies and humanity as a whole. Also, the state should engage in a positive rivalry to
contribute to the world through humane action in order to spread the spirit of peaceful
coexistence and build a truly global society.

If we are to put the era of nuclear terror behind us, we must struggle against the real "enemy."
That enemy is not nuclear weapons per se, nor is it the states that possess or develop them. It
is the ways of thinking that justify nuclear weapons; the readiness to annihilate others when
they are seen as a threat or as a hindrance to the realization of our objectives. A shared
determination to combat this evil could serve as the basis for a transnational solidarity among
the world's people.

Action

The power of dialogue is infinite. We must forge connections between people and realize a
civilization of creative coexistence that will embrace the whole of humankind. The importance of
dialogue across the differences of culture, ethnicity, and religion. For what is common to the ills
that afflict us is the rejection of dialogue, more crucial it is that we persist in dialogue because
dialogue has the power to break down the walls of mistrust, hatred and division in the hearts of
people everywhere.

When we conduct open dialogue with an open heart, people find that their diversity is respected
and dialogue among civilizations bears ever richer fruit.

Dialogue

The power of dialogue is infinite. We must forge connections between people and realize a
civilization of creative coexistence that will embrace the whole of humankind. The importance of
dialogue across the differences of culture, ethnicity, and religion. For what is common to the ills
that afflict us is the rejection of dialogue, more crucial it is that we persist in dialogue because
dialogue has the power to break down the walls of mistrust, hatred and division in the hearts of
people everywhere.

When we conduct open dialogue with an open heart, people find that their diversity is respected
and dialogue among civilizations bears ever richer fruit.
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World Peace is not something that can be realized simply by politicians signing
treaties, or by business leaders creating economic cooperation. True and lasting
peace will be realized only by forging bonds of trust between people at the deepest
level, in the depths of their very lives.
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dgl 399 Ak ol ST, SR U%d, fFRYes qUT SIS 511 & 81 deheiichl o1 uafarufta smame off
G U1 81 &1 dohritch! (R = UTFURFTA Sl o 1T h! WU Sl S¢T e UGHUT i T[T &1 AlaTsd
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Ugdrs | A1y g1 Repls gra # darfla a1 fAmfor qur Igenr faarur gardt Rifdcadhra denidhl faers a1 g
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India, a $5 Trillion Economy:

A fiction or a Conviction

Disha Somvanshi, 2ZHA

“When my goal is in sight, the winds favour me and | fly” (Jaitley 2017, p.37)

The remarkable mandate of PM Modi gets reflected in the ambitions laid frequently by the
government. Scrapping of Article 370 , Make in India , Swachh Bharat Abhiyan are few of the
milestones achieved. Though the credibility still lies in the arena of debate and discourse.

Rise of BJP ( Bharatiya Janata Party) in the Indian Republic is often attributed to the sluggish
growth and the trembling economy under UPA- |l ( United Progressive Alliance), headed itself
by a phenomenal economist ; the prime architect of 1991 economic reforms. Honestly , Indian
voters can be tolerant to corruption but not forgiving for rising prices. The saga of corruption
UPA ended could've been negated but the inflation it came with concluded with the worst
nightmare for subcontinent’s oldest party. INC ( Indian National Congress ) being barely at 44
seats. ( 2014 general elections)

The citizenry gambled on the so-called ‘Acche din to come’. It was on January 23rd 2018,
Prime Minister while addressing the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland first
expressed his ambition to make India a 5 trillion economy till 2025. The aim was reiterated at
NITI (National Institute for transforming India) Aayog's governing council. Since then it has been
in public domain. At present, India stands as the world's 6th largest economy with $2.8 trillion (
Exchange rates) equal to mere Chinese exports. This issue is really to be concerned about.
With LPG (Liberalisation, Privatisation, Globalisation) reforms of 1990s, abandoning the
shackles of License — Permit Quota Raj, Indian economy was unlocked for foreign
encroachments. A well conceived step with an average growth rate of 6.5%. Since then we
never turned back until a global crisis crept in.

Pre Covid Era: The role play of the Modi cabinet in the economic realm has been consistently
controversial. Introduction of welfare shocks like demonetization and GST, back to back
resignation of two RBI governors are few. The two hegemonic currencies terminated overnight.
GST with the creation of an integrated tax structure ‘One Nation One Tax' though appealing
ended with certain administrative loopholes. Amalgamating all, the growth rates contracted from
8.2% in FY16 - 17 to 4.2 % in FY 2019-20, losing the tag of Asia's fastest growing economy to
Bangladesh.

Though demonetisation suspended the monetary hold of people temporarily but still didn't curb
the demand for long whereas in Covid, as in lack of credit & prohibitions over transportation
apparatus. Neither was there any demand nor any supply.
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Unemployment 45 years high (National Sample Survey Office). Data of CMIE (Centre for
monitoring Indian Economy) exemplifying the demotion in consumption expenditure. Indian
economy, already in crisis, substantially stroked harder with the crisis.

Covid & the turbulent days:

Covid & the turbulent days: Pandemic attacked a specific sort of employment. With the huge
disparity of the labour forces in the Indian market, the bottom level has been the most touched.
Indian Informal Sector is the biggest in the world employing 85 % of its total work force and
contributing 45 % of total GDP. Estimates suggest job losses to be around 122 million, most of
the losses in unorganised sector i.e. small traders, hawkers and daily wage earners. The
manufacturing and service sectors even after the Unlock not able to get on to the previous
targets.

m In the midst of staggering contraction of 23.9% in Q1, the agricultural sector was the only
sector to record A+ growth. The turmoil was less in rural areas as there was some sort of
certainty in employment through MGNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi national rural employment
guarantee Act), assured employment for 100 days.

m Agricultural production during the kharif season making the contribution. Though it was also
disrupted due to the closure of APMC's (Agricultural Produce Market committee) and other
markets. Government measures were asked for initiating wholesale and retail marketing.

m Poultry farming was at the verge of shut as a rumour was prevalent during the spread of virus
that consumption of meat might enhance the chance of getting affected. Hence, an end over
consumption of meat and related goods.

. . . . “r Modinomics: Will India Hit The
Financial Sector competence is extremely vital in ’a% 5-Trillion Magic Figure By 20247

the pandemic. Persistent credit flow was the DT | Arsisstons i acie dobesare Sl el ecanom
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Relegation in the profitability and proliferation in the default payments. Few of the reforms made
to cure the crisis encircles-
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m Privatisation of Public - sector Banks laid in the budget of 2021.
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Time to rebound; We can or We can’t:
Prior Covid the growth of 9% in real terms was targeted to

accomplish the mark till 2025. Currently with 2.8 trillion;
statistics argue the economy to grow around 12 %
annually. Lockdown restrictions are already lifted with the
commencement of vaccination in the landscape. Though we
may still be obscure to put in the faith on the ‘miracle
rebound’.

| Vision;

Indias $5/Tllion Econommy
Holysoon”.How far?

Government seems to be optimistic on its goal, emphasising infrastructure and monetization of
assets like measures taken in the budget 2021 -22. Amid the reopening of the global economy,
International Monetary Fund projected Indian growth at 11.5 % in FY 22 reclaiming the status of
world's fastest growing economy. A spontaneous V-shaped recovery predicted.

In1980s, we were asked to follow Thatcherism or Reaganism and to this, former Finance
Minister Shri Pranab Mukherjee answered — ‘Yes, lets see how we can fit it in the Indian
dynamics'. Hence, each country has its own way of moving forward so do we have!!
Apparently, the shock might put the burden on the years ahead or delay the goals a few years
forward but hasn't obstructed it completely. “India is wide & awake . We shall prevail. We shall
overcome". (Singh1991, p.31)
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frafaa g1 3uch srear Hifgar & &2 UaR & S Tierer Hifgar, voron, Hifgar, g9, fifgar enfe agt
FRT & & gl A1 ohdl g gar fow 1Ry Rt Jerar < &

ST & TFg Gft T o1 98t A € o g7 S o off Hifgar & mregm @ 3d € Fgt, smuA Sftaq F sruem
Y AT Hd &1 g9 Tg TEI T o g7 St o oft 3@ W@ €, T8 7R forg R wE @1 78 fohaa e
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e amuch sFeTH # g 981 3 Qg &l S8 Al-eex & e of SI1d gl. Rifch 3TUehl 39 BIET 39
d I gueT 98l gidt & Sfik fSeenT Teid SXd|Te af o 33T b &. | Fehed! @Il

T T TG STTST F6 STt g1 T 3MMUch ST # gl SUeh! 370+ dR Wiad! gt g 3R a1 J 31y
g T[T I STTd 811 HITUTeh 3R T o SATET SEAHTA I HUch Wy WR Hl @R16 3R usdl 8l
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HifSar a1 uwra @¥ 1 WR gt @1 81 UAn i gl St Hifsar h wde § a=n ghiarg o= g, 9 ger a8
frerer gt o faremet #ifsar & g+t & Sitaw wr Fgsr o forar 81 sieiea aafh fomn oo &d, ae ansd
S GO 30 Sia J U1 oid & il 9g 39 HifSar & A1eq™ IR &@d § St $ch [olg STURTY & FgrdT ¢
q9s & UfAfSa Thet & U faenmeif gRT s1o9 sreaTues dht g ohl 715 Sit U1 AT SiTdT & foh Ueh fthew @
gTfaa oft srfRepT & geaTd g8 TR gxrenis # 997 2 B 3 12 317 Bl 9 Yan 3eamaeh Sl gt &,
39 IR § 91g J aaran 47 ok 3% feTes difsat iy &t aa ot

3d AT Ug ISdT & foh ST 39 g & Heayul e gAR A ¢ af gd Hifsar gt &dt = gzor
fifeat wR gufg 7€ far ok srorry & gHTS R Hwifdd geaRomet & aR & ifdes a<a ot =&l fran €
g1 U1 81 ohg BT & o It hrichA & UR e 919 SoR1y st off ==t o fawa g a4 81 g &R
Sttt & g9ent dt 3R & TRUMH TSR 311 38T ¢ S 319 AR 6! Gend |

3TTSTehel R g TSl STURTY ohl d&Tdl & @I & oIl Hifsar o Aread T gH g1fs Sl & o diRkad, fihed |
gt onfe; ,zefifory g 5a W @ S areft g2 I W fd=or @@ =gy ik ag aweer aifgy i
! feaman 1 %81 § SR T Teld ST Sed STURTY i Ak F Arefen fient g

o Hifzar w Ao,
SURTY Ak Jehd &l
gl @ ¢ S IR

39 R ugl g FEd g1

-SVor
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31T <hY fredT ega=aT # giRa [AwAior
31Uk §...

Kirti Goyal, 2HB
99 —
3ot i fAeiT e @ 9t wgF, gian & aaf™h &1 e ik aftsr fAafor & awmE)

fver & at wra &t o= = A= §, &R R F5 T Rar aret ag fRien aawr Jrg W= gl
199 &l AT 9T aredt Shad SiAr @ arefl, sigi afeases 3afa ean 8, st Y fren saawn gi

SATST T G SYfren o & foras f1en &l SRk & s A a1 Iia fAsfor giar 81 8k s A1 S1ol-
3T Afthad & | g8l A hl ugdH gl Fife-Fife agsg 1 +fig 7 +ft gg oo et aafha & o
uga foran sirar 1 a8t Igdht fastyar g1 ufa @1 g Ao 8 s g agsy Y s g @ faa 8

fordt oft 221 o1 frerr 39 =1 Y 181 goTreft ©R AR gtar € wifer <=1 &t 3afa & o gr aafts SR @
3R gt 42T el 37U T, FERR R e TR & STRY 27 D eifed| U UgdT Hehal 1 37T Al AT
T Bl 330 FATT hl AT IU & IAT HehdT &1 FHIY, SHTST SRR g Yeh 37! A& ToTTed! i [Sad
FHa 3R 31 TERUT ITdT Afh a9 Jehl

gqfeg, e o1 g deg gar Wil s1 ARIRG, AR g sifgen A o= g1 e o1 g7 I8
afh & iR fAemm 1o &t el o= 33 guiar uem w1 giar g1 e & aregs @ «ifaes Sfiaa &
T SR ol TWE A F T fhar ST g1 39k J1enH ¥ fhd avg gar Uit @t st Afae geat
Td A T 8 ST 91U, 39 UehR o YA fohy <11 28 € drfeh gar tieh a1 aia fAmfor gt wah

fren sgaen = urm F fFafSa g, Sog @ o afs Fmfor ot &5 uer @ gar &: ugan, wrufEes
fren & eafch & afa FAwfor &t smarR uer gidr 81 guv, Areafde fAen smt uers & wry IRa fAmfor @t
FO FEr ug Rardt g ok =1, 3= e Sfiew & wfasy ot eae & @R 3t S64 ol I 8

AT | UTHIOT &5 H AT & A hl serar 3 & fly PR gRT agd & SITReehdT A9 Ieq ST 38
&1 ag gurst # gt cafwhal 7 Ifa Amfor Y wigar a1 st 8 ofik 321 & faerd 3R gfg ot +ft agrdt 81
AT H &d Y e A& TGO HAT Agd HEM a1 51 i3 oft Ak o FHH o g & R e d dfRa
Tl @ Gepdr| frem g aaftha =u g oft srht arveraes g adifeh $9ch aTeny O g It U a8t 9
TSI U3 ot g1 he hl &THAT EdT & ST Ueh afth o af<had ot @R 81

VR h YT A& T IgT o1 STeTeh & Afdep aRA a1 AT aheam| I9 o & R rifent &t sreed
fasqrg a1 o dhaer fora=T-ueT ot e 78t & o= Afds vra-msH ot fTafid o= aRka @ Fmfor &=
TR HATAT g
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Fagfa | forar g s g cafts St g=aRa gt 9@ 39 d<l &1 99 o g1 &H g, 39 afth 9 shgl 1<aT 8
STt el &1 dfed gl gu ot g Stae aedta 1 aT 811 3 Ul aTeieh o Il o1 AT &hr 39 g o
TR T & e THET SITaT AT| 39 T & U Y& o U4l W g3 ®U | aia daeft smeer ford
Bd 4 IUT gHg —gug UR AR & gRI Afdehdr & meer oft Ry S & ud et & gmer M, dequr,
YT quT §TAM SIS ARTYEH o ITER0T URd fohdd STId & | Shgt T a1y I8 & o Ui 9Ra &t fRvem
oh1 TATARYT TRA-fAHT0T H HaHT UeT hdT Tl

3TST AT haa e & gur Afde e & o smaswgs & sfr o= ufshad S ahm, @9 8k
ufaifirare «f gaR aRa Fmfor & srasges yfae Fardt g1 a8t sRoT g b AT & Tahe &1 | oft
haet fALTT & A1 T g1 gH SIS fRAT UGUT T chl dehvilch ah! THST UTY &1 Ueh delih O &aT SI1q af
gg fth & aRa RAfor o 8 gufdr & 13msiee gX sg e uar 6 72 - 98 T 99 E) 8 | g
¥R TRGR 39 I1d <hl GIVUT &R gehl & foh a8 2w 81 &1 & FRerar ot fer ft | fvern soewn ude
afh ahl 31UA Sfia & ufd stk sArdt €1 g fth & Siiad & SgaR ITa-1sT ol U &t o 1G]
& foru fafera camt @la &t & S afs & o Fafor & gee Aed & g srafAek ofk g s=7ar 21

3meart &Y g o=, GEFRI &1 A a941 21
TR a1 fAmTor et | @ arret <hY fven saawm 81
1% Y IFSMET & 1, Rendt o afra PAawar g

Ta1q gd gf~ar it vt |, ag et i e soawn g

)\



AfedT erfthahor
3fefer Tad=dn

Neha Bhati, 3HB
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fasy & anrerT 7.8 foforg S=dvear § sfik 39 STHU=eT ol SITeT 91T Afgettsii & g | afchd, srefemawn o
qigeraii chl YRR foha=t §2 T SiTu+ ag Iian @ YR & srdfegaer # afgerstt & fhas wnfierd g2
Y UH &1 IR A1 I Saaes ¢ Jifeh ST &l Uk g1 fRT g & aTasjg Afgernait &
fergen # vrfierdt sgg &9 g iR st @ afgad enfifes ®u 9 3 ey g Tehdl g1 e
TRIftheReor &1 o7 § ,3Mfdfeh ®U @ SITAfRATl catalyst.org & STER YRd & $el 97 ARk &5 §
ufgemsit o fgwar haer 19.9 ufasra g & SnfeR 9T ei? 3R 89 SHeh! IR ST ahl hIfARr ahed & af
g IR BH dgd AT I e S g ok a8 IR 8, Mqudrats garst | ga<riere adre d
Afgstl iR goy & rd folir & smuR ur Fefia o Gy oira & ofk 9l ot g o sirar oft afgersi &
TSI &5 & WITer) 9gd & 81 I8l IR Geh Gt v &1 FAmor foman siran € e afgenst &t &=
! ARG o 3ieR AT e fam S1aT & SR Arasii-ieh & UR chad Gou! ol Y a1 ag f&afd
gOTRI auT & Iit ST 3@t & | Afche g smeyfes g & god igT saara o & wfh 39 RAf &t oreft
ff gof 0 @ g T9H § dgg Juv A raaedT € | I8 IR had YR J ot femm T8t 8, dquf fay
GHTST 39T fABR 8

wfgemsit Y anffes w@edsrar i smavaes @

Teh W 3R 3TH LM Sfte= SiiF & foiw snffes @d=an age siasass g | Sia deh Afgeg sifde &9 9
AR g gt St Ot Ueh avg <t Srefiear @t Sfiew arua wdr @it | enfdes wu @ safAsfzar
gfgensit & 75 21fch a1 TaR Sl & St foh I8 TS F THET T $Hd I g1 Tg "G 7R4T & forg
d8g 3MTaRTe ¢ 3R 3 WdadT & heawy & U+ fAufy W o= # & gt St 8 | 3nffep w@dsar
& Treledey AfgelTd FUqa=iicaes GATST I wial Y aige g 311 Sirdl 8| Yfies g 7 39 Sfeal ot
e Sge o<t g1 Afgensi &Y snfefer wd=ar dhaa Afgenstt & forw & amvers 7gt & g9 diem ary
&1 T SfeaeAT i AerdT 8| ST9 1 i SHEAT & Uah g81 9RT s foparsi & anfae giar g at a8
ATSTHY € foh SThT ThRTIcHSD U1 327 Y srefagawr wr e

anffer &1 A afgeareit &ir w7 urfierd & wror
L8 K e 3 a1 B

anfefer &= & Afgerst & w1 YrfleRt o Tad 81 Rl fUgadraTe TaTs @1 8 | YRd & dfsd & d
Afgesif & Yrflert dhad 4% g1 Qg ®u @ Afgersit &l haer it & a1 v A7mFn T ok got
! IIdSTeS &F & gudr &) 718 | A, ada T 9T § 39 7Teld S[GURUN &t Tg AT ST YebdT ifh T8




Article Section | 48

ot a3 Mrearett & aRygof @ | wfeardt & omet off 39 srguRm @ T=aE AR 9 ¢ 6 Afgen &
HTdSI-eh & a1 HRT g1 g1 a1eq SR, ST & Rl Snffer &= # Afgest &l aa wnfiert 81 3R,
31fefen ®U & ATH HITT 9 gl UM ch hRUT AT &I Sfta gl W AT g1 g1

AT T FTH HT WG

frer anfefar &3 7 v A9 & Y U 31gH Rk &1 99T 81 & R haer fafera o € anfefer &= vt
gt Tohat € wifch fver snfefer fomamstf & wmr o= & forg wgayu 81 afgerst & fen & Y dgg @
g1 SHHI A hadl ST JTd § TRIAT ST HehdT & foh STl HIRA 2011 H YV HIERdT & 82.14 ufaerd
oft , gl Afgelr A1erdr & dhael 65.46 ufdzrd g1 oY | auT 2017 & Sfickel ot & Y ol Ig 3fichgl gost
7 81.5 ufasrd iR afgers & 64.6 Ul @1 I8 s dfide AR &1 ame O uxga = € |
frenm a1 A wWR Afgensit 6 s vrfie’t W g7 uE Serdr 8 B 39 d1d T AN AT S8
T & & SFR fheft 321 &Y 48% SHET § § dhad 4% T g Tisa Frde | afthg &9 & v &
g1 8, dt ITehT fohaT 921 T I 320 hl 3rfeaaer R g@ i e |

AT et Teh THEIT SHE

SrfagaeI & Ueh 53 & | Afgarei ol dhad safeg ga= ufafaferea & e =gt fear sirar o=ifer ag ues
gfget g1 Afgemsil ot ga RAR &t ST AT, TRl Hrd AT, Tl hl TRIRLT HAT 3ATfe; Tt F gt
STIgah? ST STdT § SR Jg T9en Sira ¢ fob Afgee amfles ®u & ga-t gerh 781 gidt S fh g |
Afh1, Tg AT O oRE @ TAd 8, Fifch AfgATSHl A gARAT 31U 31U Hi g2 &7 | Aifera fohar 8159t v
Afged uRaR SR F=af & S & forg 9t amare & oo AeRal 8t &t & e aker ) g3
TTg USdT g

3ffer ref=dar & ThRIHS U9H :

Jfefer &9 @ AR 1 8 U & HRoT Afgsi Y agd W RNt 1 GHAT AT uSar g | U
Sttt 1o & fog gERi wR Nt gt € ofR ag anfefer srefterar gt &8 R wfgematt ot w_e fgar &t gga
& foIg AoTeR &l 8 | 3R AfgTy snfdfer U & A=k g df af MUUTHRT ey F g 371 ehel! &
AAfha, anfefen srefiear ag w81 Bea St aifch g Ik Stia+ I+ & for STt g1 ST g1

fPreeref

Uh @dF 3R UM SRl WR Sfie= & forw afgensit ot onffes =0 @ smaafAsR g g ok ag asft
G & 919 39 ol U fohy S11Y @18 98 YTy AR TR WR 81 IT ik SRR gIRT % i 718 Uga!
W | Afgermstt & o &= J FgHTiiiar R fay do 6t g Ruld & argar 131 3o & gt § & 9Ra 120 @
T R g , AfgeT hHATRAl 6l I § 98 3fiche shthl I aTdt § aifeh I8 gHR 21 i anfefer foafa &t
oft FruffRa &=l &1
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India is a unique socio-political milieu. It is a multicultural and multi- ethnic society. It is divided
by caste, class and gender orientation. Women are a disadvantaged, marginalized and
excluded category in the true sense. Women have distinctive requirements and perspectives on
social and political issues. This becomes vital for the government to include women. Their
perspective is societal in approach. Women are associated with the family unit and network.
This gives them an edge in knowing the main concern. Their inclusion makes the nation
progressive. Women inclusion, thus is the need of the hour. Women’s participation in politics
and the policy making sphere has increased over the years and not just in India but all over the
world. Women who were oppressed and subdued for centuries, started stepping out of
domestic confinement. They started venturing into the traditionally male dominated realm of
politics. Women participation and representation are different. Around the 19th century, women
in large numbers started recognising the need for their participation and representation in
politics. Women from all over the world have participated widely in political movements in times
of crisis. However, once the crisis is over, they are relegated again to the domestic arena.
There is a visible gap between women and men in administration. In the last decade, women’s
political participation emerged as a marker of democracy. Women'’s political participation came
to be considered a human right and developmental goal. The Beijing Platform for Action (PFA),
United Nations (UN) Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW), and the UN Development Program, all recommend gender quotas to ensure
a critical number of women in decision-making at all levels of governance. In this scenario, the
73rd Constitutional Amendment in India was landmark as it reserved 1/3rd seats for women in
rural local bodies. This brought in a new era of decentralised governance in decision-making.

Historical Context

The status of women in India has seen many peaks and valleys since ancient times. Social
evils sustained from ancient times and some found their way back to the patriarchal society and
hence continue to exist. In a patriarchal society, one says, ‘Women'’s place is in the kitchen’ and
such perceptions are stronger at lower levels. Activities of women’s participation in the public
sphere increased which gave them an entry into the National Movement for Independence.
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During the 1930s ,women participated in the civil disobedience movement. There was also the
formation of the All India Women’s Conference in 1926. In the early 1970s, there was a re-
emergence of the women's movement. The sense of achievement that was so palpable in the
1930s and 1940s, when the leaps in empowerment and consciousness were huge, was missing
as one looked at the women's movement since the 1970s. It was in the year 1974 that the
official Status of Women Commission published their report, Towards Equality, on women'’s low
and ever decreasing status in Indian society. State introduced the National Perspective Plan for
Women in 1988, which detailed plans for women'’s health, education and political participation.

Reservation Bill
In 1989, the Government of India introduced the Panchayati Raj Bill which instituted one- third

of the seats to be reserved for women in rural and urban bodies. The bill was passed in 1993.
The 73rd and 74th constitutional amendment acts was a landmark step taken towards the
empowerment of women. Articles 243D and 243T of the 73rd Constitutional (Amendment) Act,
1992 gave mandatory reservation of seats for women (including the number of seats reserved
for women belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes), not only in
membership at Panchayati Raj Institutions at all levels but also in respect of office of
chairpersons by rotation.

Obstacles

m Cultural, Structural and Attitudinal Behaviour towards Women:

In a patriarchal society, women are restricted from the public sphere. They are perceived to
have the primary responsibility of their families. For society they are just wives, mothers and
sisters. Such perception is stronger at lower levels.

m Political factors:

Women usually enter politics as wives or mothers. Male domination in politics and the culture of
politics leads to ignorance of women politicians’ perspectives. Political parties are biased
towards male politicians.

m Media:

Lack of access to communication and information portraying women as leaders and in powerful
positions.

m Economic Factor:

Women lack financial independence and usually depend on men for money.

Strategies

m Reservation:

This is considered as the fastest strategy to redress historic exclusion of women globally. But
why? Reservation benefits to the minority community maximizes their representation in more
influential positions at higher levels of governance or by large scale representation at lower
levels.
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m Family Support:

In a patriarchal society, women receive minimal support from families. It is tough to even step
into politics. Family support, including that of the partner as well as the in- laws is important for
women to play a smooth and efficient role as a politician.

m Educational Empowerment:

Girls from early childhood should be encouraged to complete education which will further help
them to socialize. Confidence and skills to function effectively at a position will develop further.
mTraining and Skill Development:

In order to make reservation effective, training and skill development is important. Women have
little experience in the public arena. Training programmes will develop and fine tune political
skills.

Impact Of Women Reservation
Women have been marginalised from schooling which has added limitations to their education

and training. Culture restricts women from sharing views and when they do, they are ignored.
Their self-confidence and self-esteem gets affected. Males view them as weak and ineffective.
Gender quotas are one policy tool to increase women representation. It influenced women’s
political participation and policy outcomes. Women participation in politics increased the
provision of public goods aligned with female voters' preferences. Village development is at its
faster pace by these women sarpanchs. Over years, elected women are more articulate and
conscious of their power. They are also known to bring in greater transparency and efficiency to
daily administration and implementation of duties.

A) Women leaders have different preferences of public goods from men leaders. Women-
controlled local councils invested more on drinking water facilities, biogas projects and labour-
intensive public work projects which further employed women.

b) Women leaders’ investment led to improved human development outcomes and
entrepreneurship.

c) Female leaders meant that more women participated in community governance.

d) Exposure to female politicians changed some attitudes about women as leaders.

Conclusion And Scope Of Further Work

India has a rich history of measuring political participation of women since independence.
Decentralization and the 73rd amendment pushed women to enter the public sphere and
increased their role in decision-making. Women's reservation gave a kickstart to women
empowerment. It has motivated women to come forward in the political field but there are still
gaps to be bridged. Obstacles such as, culture, structural and attitudinal behaviour towards
women are present. The gap cannot be bridged only by women reservation, several other
strategies will further enhance women participation. Reservation is important which motivates
women to come forward.
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Women are motivated by internal factors, such as, motivation by family members, community
and others. Women reservations have changed our society but there is a long way to go. There
is a need to relook at training courses and curriculum for not just women but men as well in
local government. Men and women should be involved in gender sensitisation exercises. This
will lead to understanding among the community on both genders. This will make a better future
and transform the overall environment. Strong elected women should share their experience
and solve problems collectively at the panchayat level. This will improve women networking.
Most importantly, media, print and electronic should be used to create awareness in rural
society.
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A Journey of Necessity:

Covid-19 and Reverse Migration
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“In the cities they treat us like stray dogs,”
Mohan said “why would they treat us any better now?”

Mohan is one of the 40 million migrants who was
severely impacted by COVID-19 pandemic and
subsequent lockdown. Lacking jobs, money and food,
and with public transportation shut down, hundreds of
migrants were forced to walk back to their home
villages.
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According to World Health Organisation(WHO), Migration is “ the movement of a person or a
group of persons, either across an international border, or within a state, it is a population
movement, encompassing any kind of movement of people, whatever its length,
composition and causes; it includes migration of refugees, displaced persons, economic
migrants, and persons moving for other purposes, including family reunification.”

When the migration of people is within the country, it's called internal migration. Among
various streams of internal migration, it is rural to urban migration which is the most
significant. The rural to urban migration contributes to the transfer of the labor force from
the traditional agricultural sector to the urbanized industrial sector, and is directly linked to
the urbanization.

Rural to urban migration is driven by various pull factors that attract people to urban areas
and push factors that drive people away from the countryside.

Employment opportunities in cities is one of the crucial pull factors. People are also
attracted to high urban wages, more education institutions and to the bright lights of city life.
On the other hand, poor living conditions and lack of opportunities for paid employment in
rural areas are push factors. People are moving away from rural areas because of lack of
infrastructure in health and education as well as droughts, lack of productive land, among
other pressures on rural livelihood.
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But then, what made them so desperate to move back on foot to the places they left in
the first place? Why did so many internal migrant workers in India decide to leave to
return home as COVID-19 pandemic emerged? What forced them to leave?

The three most important reasons for taking this desperate action were: lack of work, lack
of access to amenities and forced eviction. With the imposition of lockdown, the work
came to a standstill which mostly affected the lowest paying jobs in sectors such as
construction, hospitality, textile and domestic workers. And since 90% of the workforce
includes migrant workers, they faced the major burnt of the situation. They not only were
in the void of having lost jobs and housing, but also did not have access to key elements
of social security including basic amenities such as food security and healthcare.And
benefits like unemployment insurance or financial security remains a far fetched dream.

Besides the above-mentioned factors, there was
another factor - fear, fear of dying alone. Majority
of migrant workers didn’t fear contracting COVID-
19 but what they were more scared of was dying
alone. For them, if they have to die, they would
rather die close to their loved ones than to die
alone among strangers in the big city.

So, they were left with no alternative but to return to their home villages. And since
transport was cancelled, they covered their journey of necessity, often on foot, exposed to
hunger, risks of infection and harassment. they also had to face poor conditions of forced
quarantine.

The plight of migrant workers did not originate from the pandemic, it was exacerbated by
the pandemic. Migrant workers face various challenges and pandemic just made those
visible. They often lack formal contracts, defined working hours, benefits and paid leaves.
As part of the informal sector, they aren’t represented by trade unions which in turn limits
their opportunity for collective bargaining. Migrating from one place to another has made
them statistically invisible and therefore they don’t have voting rights and lack political
voice. That makes them vulnerable.

The Supreme Court and various high courts reviewed the situation of migrant
workers and took cognizance of the humanitarian crisis caused by the sudden lockdown.
Various high courts directed central and state governments to take measures for
alleviating the pain and miseries suffered by them and to provide for free
accommodation, free ration and health facilities. The supreme court took up the issue of
migrant workers and directed the government to take strong remedial measures
regarding the transportation of the stranded workers to their native places. On 26
May,2020, a three- judge bench of the Supreme Court, led by justice Ashok Bhushan
asked the central and state governments to send these workers to their respective homes
within 15 days either by bus or train. Moreover, the court asked the state to do skill
mapping to provide fitting jobs to workers. In addition, it directed the state to drop all the
criminal charges against the workers for flouting lockdown regulations. That's how the
judiciary of our country attempted to protect human rights as well as Fundamental Rights
mentioned in the Article 21 of Indian constitution.
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The announcement of lockdown by Indian government failed to consider any transport,
financial or safety measures for the vulnerable. Although, after a delay of a month and a half,
various measures were taken up by the government. To tackle the issue of stranded workers,
buses and shramanic special trains were permitted. Other aids such as relief camps with food,
sanitation and medical services were undertaken. Various schemes were also launched in
respect to free food grains, housing and credit linked subsidies under Atma Nirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan. In response to the migrant crisis, the government increased daily wages under
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). Public Distribution
System (PDS) for food distribution also helped in providing some relief.

However, these measures were a little help because of the problems attached with them.
MGNREGA, for instance, does guarantee 100-day work in rural areas but since work under
MGNREGA mostly peaks during May- June (crop plantation). Therefore, the timing of lockdown
couldn’t be worse. On similar lines, about a million people who lack food won't get from PDS as
they lack correct documentation to procure a ration card as its neighborhood specific and the
fact that they don't belong to any specific one. The Direct cash transfers and other stimulus
packages will only reduce immediate distress on workers but the impacts are going to be long
lasting — lack of work will subject workers into a debt trap, poor nutrition, abruption in
educational opportunities and overall decline in well-being of workers, their families and
children for years to come. A pandemic such as COVID-19 is an extraordinary situation where
migrant laborers suffered because of failure to account for them in the policy making. Society
as a whole has failed when it comes to migrant workers. Therefore, it calls for a collective
solution to mitigate the harm of the past and to prevent any harm in future. It calls for access to
robust social safety nets and addressing problems of rural distress and casual labor . The
introduction of special welfare measures and better implementation of the existing laws should
also be made a priority.

And the least the big cities could do is treat the migrant workers with dignity and respect.
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The ‘One Nation, One Policy’

Paradigm

One Nation. One Policy, One Vision Fallacy in the contemporary India

Ishika Ohlan, 3HA
99 —

Since the early years of Independence, India has seen an emphasis on nation building,
following a top-down paradigm flowing from the centre to the states. This Idea was
appropriate at that time and helped to establish the ‘Idea of India’, which was a unified
and stable politicatiunicn.

There is now a new ‘Idea of India’. An India that is
marked by comprehensive and advancing divergence
amongst major States, in terms of income per person
as well as in social indicators. India has been growing
further apart economically, socially and
demographically.

Research establishes that the divergence among
India’s large States skyrocketed after the 90s, due to
liberal economic reforms initiated during that time.

I believe that the nature of contemporary economic development has changed, which is
driven by agglomeration benefits, which explains India's divergence better than
governance and political leadership. Policymakers must strike a balance between the
efficiency of governance and the growing disparities among India's large states through a
"one nation" policy framework.

These policies include elements that alter the nature of India's federal framework as
envisioned by its founders. The ‘new' India necessitates a significant shift toward
maximum regional autonomy. Policies like the Goods and Services Tax (GST), which
further integrate the market while removing policy levers from states, can only worsen
regional disparities.

A ‘one nation, one policy’ paradigm can fan up divisive tendencies in a diverse polity and
create sub-nationalism fault lines. This is directional in nature: The Union government
should avoid unitarism and adopt “region-based” policies, which maximise policy and
fiscal autonomy for the States. India can adapt to this brave new world of widening
disparities by reorienting its policy paradigm. Most importantly, the top-down, centrally-
driven policy making model must be abandoned in favor of a bottom-up model that
empowers States and gives them the greatest possible latitude in determining their own
policies (and, taking it a further level down, States, in turn, must empower municipalities
and rural panchayats).
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The one-size-fits-all model of "one nation, one policy" simply does not make sense at this
point in our economic development, and if it is continued without serious modification, it
will only lead to economic and social disaster. This expanding divergence would, in my
view, produce risky, fissiparous tendencies that, in the long run, may pose a significant
threat to the legitimacy and integrity of the union as the maoists or any other separatist

We have seen that even the well-intentioned
central government policy initiatives, such as the
GST, only reduce the space for policymaking by
States. It is known that given the different levels of
income and life prospects across the States,
priorities and needs will differ. Thus, while Bihar
rightly concerns itself with solving the problem of
high infant mortality, Tamil

Nadu will need to begin looking at pension policy as its population ages. Likewise, in the
context of taxation, what is considered a “luxury” in Bihar may be considered a
“necessity” in Tamil Nadu, and so forth.

The mindset of "one country, one strategy" must give way to the idea of "cooperative
federalism," which Prime Minister Narendra Modi lauds but continues to obfuscate in
favor of unitarianism. The new central government has a perplexing proclivity, if it exists
at all. For a "one country, one policy" system, as exemplified by slogans like "one nation,
one policy"

by phrases such as “one country one language”, “one nation one religion”, “one country
one election”, “one country one curriculum” ,“one land one tax” and so on.

Autonomy and consensus are fundamentally at odds of ‘Oneness’, which imposes
homogeneity.

A top-down, centralizing approach resembling north Indian chauvinism, such as enforcing
Hindi as a “national” language in non-Hindi-speaking States, is almost likely to backfire,
resulting in a chauvinistic reaction in non-Hindi-speaking states especially those of the
south and east whose languages are not cognate.

Of all major federal nations in the world, India is a shining illustration of plurality.

India is a nation of immense richness. It expresses itself on a number of levels, including
cultural, linguistic, economic, demographic, social, and political. The proverbial cherry on
the cake is the Political Multiplicity.

The phenomena of regional political parties appealing to voters in particular States is a
natural manifestation of India's increasing inequality among its states.Only in a temporal
context is an election "global" - in fact, an election is a collection of State elections held at
the same time. With such levels of political diversity, a “one nation” imposition will prove
to be fiercely counter-productive and even fan secessionist predilections.
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The lessons for India are clear: We, the Indians should take down a note of mature and effective
federations and establish a policy model that does not try to pulverize regions and their
aspirations into a consolidated mode, but rather enables them to breathe and grow inside the
federation as overcentralization is a serious concern. This might be a pattern in both immature
democracy and non-democratic nations. India being the largest democracy in the world should
try to give more autonomy to delegate to the States from the centre, whether on economic or
social and cultural policies, which will prove helpful in reducing the secessionist feelings among
them. In today's expectations, a "one country, one " (this blank can be filled with any
choice of policy realm) policy is anachronistic in contemporary India's multifaceted reality.

iﬁ
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Modern India’s International

Relations through Kautilya’s Lens
Sirat Bhalla, 3HA
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India is one of the major powers in the international arena and it's attributed to its bolstering
international political posturing, dynamic economy, strong cultural influence and a mighty
military machine. Consequently, India posits itself as a natural global leader which is driven on
carefully cultivated strategic vision of expansionist posture. The Rajamandala theory by Kautilya
lays the path of India’s contemporary strategic vision.

The Rajamandala Theory and Modern India’s Strategic Vision

The theory was given by Kautilya who perfected the ancient Indian instrument of statecraft. The
Arthashastra, the treatise, was one of the earliest manuals devoted to the strategy of power. His
interpretation of the nature and character of the international arena is timeless. The
Rajamandala theory is the manifestation of state’s sovereignty — internal and external; though
the former is easy to pin down, the latter remains largely out of control. The word 'Mandala'
literally means the circles of state. According to the theory, the state is truly sovereign, if it can
exercise its internal authority uninterrupted by and independently of other states. Kautilya states
that every state is surrounded by many similar sovereign states and in this galaxy of states, a
natural adversary would always be present. He highlights that in this galaxy of states many
allies, neutrals and enemies would exist; however, a state must concentrate on its natural
enemy and try to defeat it. Here, only the aspect of preservation seems to be clear, but we must
not forget that in Arthashastra, expansionism also makes home and this can become
instrumental by the conquest of other sovereign states. However, | will discuss this in the next
subheading. The very essence of this theory was world conquest to become the world leader.

From the given visual representation, it's decidedly Kautilya’s Mandala

discernible that from the perspective of a sovereign state, the
inter-state relation depends on the series of circles decided
by geographical locations of respective other sovereign
states. So, the enemy state is the one that is close to the
borders of a sovereign state making the first circle and the
state that surrounds this enemy state make

ryere frres
—~————

Source:https://blog.iasbyheart.com/what-is-mandala-
theory-and-is-it-relevant-in-present-times/
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up the ally of the sovereign state, represented by the second circle. The foes of ally states
are foes of the sovereign state and the friends of the ally states are the friends of the
sovereign state; this means that an enemy of the sovereign state’s enemy is a friend. All
the states act in self-interested fashion in international relations which is why a state must
be wary of their neighbouring enemy and proceed cautiously with their international
relations. There are two more entities: Madhyam and Udasin. Madhyam or Moderator
State is the middle state, it's situated in the middle of the aspiring immediate enemy
states. Next, the Udasin or Neutral State remains completely neutral or udasin during
wartime. He must remain more powerful than the Vijigishu, Ari (the foe) and Madhyam.

India largely manifests this offensive defence ; : RY.

position against the neighbouring enemy, it's
obvious because since its independence, it has
failed to foster good relations with its |
neighbours like Pakistan and China, and is not
as friendly with Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.
Nepal is the Madhyam - the moderator state,
whereas the U.S. acts as the Udasin. Even
though New Delhi has on multiple occasions
tried to build cordial ties with the enemies, it - ;
has not been able to bust the mutual mistrust, Visual Representation of Rajamandala T"heory
tensions, interference and occasional hostility. from India’s Perspective

The big brother theory too heralds the same slogan that the sovereign state that's very
powerful is bound to witness other smaller states’ apprehension; they perceive India to
be domineering; this will is extensively discussed under the ensuing subheading. Now,
shifting our focus towards the enemies of enemies, Pakistan and Afghanistan share
borders, and according to the Rajamandala theory, enemies of enemies are friends,
Afghanistan is an ally of India. Similarly, India has great relations with Mongolia and

Russia.
India as a Vijigishu (The Ideal Ruler) - Expansion

According to the Rajamandala theory, the sovereign state who acts like a leader and is
firmly established at the centre of the constellation of other states is called Vijigishu (the
ideal ruler). To maintain and expand its radiation of power, the Vijigishu must push an
expansionist agenda. However, Kautilya clearly mentioned under what circumstances the
Vijigishu can embark on this journey. These are: if the Vijigishu is in a state of decline, if
the sovereignty is under threat, if there are serious questions regarding its future stability
and if it is on a downward slide. In such situations, Kautilya recommended that it must
make every possible effort to defend its sovereignty by forging alliances, resolving
internal matters, etc. Contrary to this, if the state is steadying on the trajectory of
economic growth, with satisfied citizens, with no severe threat to its territory and is being
led by an able and visionary leader, then it will naturally be in a position of conquest.
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It's important to note that the theory went beyond the physical expansion; to become a
true conqueror of the world, the Vijigishu must carry out its duties diligently, rule on the
dictates of law, use only just punishments, apply the law equally to his son and his enemy
and protect his citizens. Thus, there are three sets of expansion - conquest for the sake of
glory, overthrow the enemy for economic gains and the base expansion which results in
annihilation of the enemy and appropriation of their women. According to Kautilya,
e eal.
N

expansion for glory is id | |

I Contemporary India has never been an
expansionist state when we talk about
expansion of territory, but it has been
striving to expand its area of influence.
India was the natural leader of the non-
alignment movement, through this
position it has tried to attain the central
o B focal position. In recent years, India seems

India’s Burgeoning Soft Power N to be attaining global leadership in the
PM Narendra Modi has trumpeted on variousodtpasicarsconaexinaiavidla natural global
leader in the economic, environment and human resource domains. India has established
allies in such fields to widen its horizon of soft power. It has time and again translated

Indian cultural practices into universal global ones, one example is of Yoga.

74 4

Conclusion

There’'s one criticism to this theory - Kautilya believed that the mutual relations of
neighbouring states are hostile, but this is not entirely true or correct. Today each state
strives to establish friendly relations with its neighbouring states; for example, Bhutan
and India’s relations are very cordial. To deduce, Kautilya’'s Rajamandala theory was not
specific to a particular state but included state as a concept and it has remained so
relevant even now. It is very secular and non-biased in its orientation which has allowed
India to entail them as part of its strategic vision in today’s times. Thus, Arthashastra, the
treatise, is a realist description of statecraft that is highly applicable in all times.
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Should Household
Women be Paid?

Poornima Sharma, 3HA

Since the childhood, children have been
taught to learn some basic etiquettes, which
also hide the deep gender discrimination.
As a result, when they grow up, the physical
work is simply given to the males, while the
household chores including cleaning,
washing of clothes, cooking, fetching water,
caring for the family members and so on, to
women. But, in the process of becoming

ratlonal, this established norm also came (Source: https:ﬁmienyeuthuong.wordpress.comitagkien—
under attack, as slowly women started to thuc-pho-thong/)
challenge the public-private divide.

Women entered into the public sphere and started performing well. It helped some women to
become financially independent by employing themselves in the public sphere. But what about
those, who are still fulfilling their household chores without any payment? Can we leave the
household labour of women by terming it as love towards her family? Isn't it significantly
contributing to the development of the state? Why do the household chores in other houses
generate informal employment but not in their own home? Why is this issue at central focus
and when did this demand start? So, let's find out the answers of these questions.

Brief History
The crucial issue of wages for household chores arose in the context of rising consciousness

and struggle during the second wave of women’s movement in Europe and North America, in
the 1970s. In 1972, the International Wages For Housework Campaign started in Italy under
Selma James. This movement was started as a campaign, based on the premise that the
housework was the basis for industrial work, so it should be duly paid for. Gradually, this
movement spread to America and Britain. It demanded just conditions in public and domestic
realm both, this campaign observed the participation of activists and students with direct action
days, workshops and protests. Since then, this movement has spread to other parts of the
world.
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One of the founder of this movement, Silvia Federici in 1974 published her book ‘Wages
Against Housework’ in which she wrote that, “To ask for wages for housework will by itself
undermine the expectations society has of us, since these expectations- the essence of our
socialization — are all functional to our wageless condition in the home."(Silvia Federici; 1974).
In 1975, women went on strike from their domestic responsibility in Iceland and 1975 was then
declared as the International Women'’s Year by the United Nations.

Other autonomous organizations which were interested in compensation for household work
were formed in 1975: Black Women for Wages for Housework, the English Collective of
Prostitutes (ECP) and some years later WinVisible (women with visible and invisible disabilities)
and so on. The Wages for Housework Campaign called for a Global Women'’s Strike (GWS) on
March 8, 2000, demanding among other things, “Payment for all caring work- in wages,
pensions, land and other resources.” This saw the participation of women from over 60 nations
around the world. The GWS has continued this demand since 2000 with other campaigns which
focused on violence against women, pay equity and so on. (Feminism in India; 2020)

Gender Imparity
The basic etiquettes of a child are rooted in ™=

patriarchal norms. Society has been ingraining the '-‘,"_
public- private dichotomy in the minds of children S
since their childhood. From choosing toys to g
choosing their profession, the persons are always =
reminded about their gender first. Men are
supposed to be physically strong and g
breadwinners, while the women are supposed to be . 2 .
masters in all household work. Many of the religious (Source http /hww.nursenews.eu/2019/05/05/maternita-
texts also legitimize this dichotomy. At the time of & lavoro-ia-vignetta-diventa-virele)
marriage also, these qualities are put on priority.

The one who suffers the maost is the woman as she has to face patriarchy at every stage of her
life and as a result, she has to compromise more with her dreams. Sometimes, their dreams
are also being shaped by the patriarchal society. And, contrary to the defined roles which are
framed by society, if she wants to pursue any paid job then the burden on her gets doubled
because now, she has to manage her unpaid household work with a paid job. But, when it
comes to men, the household work simply does not come under his arena. According to The
Hindu, it is estimated that the women perform 75% of the world’s unpaid care work. In India,
the women perform 10 to 12 times the unpaid care work for men (The Hindu; 2017).

We can observe that unpaid household work by women is taken for granted by society. It
impacts the daily lives of women. As they are not financially independent, they always have to
ask their father or brother before marriage and their husband or son after marriage to fulfill their
basic needs, or for taking any decision and sometimes, their take on any issue is just simply
ignored. Their unpaid labour can make them an ideal wife, ideal mother, ideal daughter-in-law,
but not an ideal autonomous human being.
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Why this issue is important
To redefine labour and the role of women, it is important to raise this issue and take positive

steps in this direction. We must recognize its importance in different arenas. First, this unpaid
household work significantly contributes to nations’ economy. As per the United Nations report,
unpaid domestic work accounts for 13 percent of the global GDP (India Today; 2018). So,
unrecognizing this labour means underestimating its contribution in the GDP of the country.
Second, recognition of household work by women means making them independent and
enabling their self- growth. According to India census 2011, 159.9 million women mentioned
“household work” as their main occupation. Giving women their rights and recognition of those
rights by the society, certainly ensures the basic principle of liberty and equality, which they are
deprived of, indirectly.

It is important to challenge the patriarchal norms and ensure gender justice in the society. It will
help women to get away from domestic violence. As, in 2014, an ltalian lawyer and ex-
parliamentarian, Giulia Bongiorno, proposed that homemakers should be duly paid as a way of
addressing the debate on domestic violence. She further argued that most women continue in
an abusive relationship, because they don’t have a way out, as they are financially dependent
on their partner.

Way Ahead
On The Way Ahead, there are some arguments against it, like it would confine women to

households and increase their social isolation. The other argument is that, feminist movement
has forgotten its goal which is to free women from their grudgingly household chores and
encourage them to participate in the public sphere. Another argument is related to its
implementation policy, that who would pay this labour, and if this task is to be assigned to the
state, then the financial burden on the state will increase. But, at the same time , keeping in
mind these arguments, some countries are taking steps to recognize this labour by women. Like
Venezuela pays 80 percent of the minimum wage to its homemaker since 2006 and it has been
helping women. However, it failed to make much news of it. Surveys are being done by the
NSSO and reports are being published by the government agencies in this direction. The
Supreme Court of India, recently in Motor Accident Claim case, 2021, said that, "the issue of
fixing national income for a homemaker, therefore, serves extremely important functions...there
can be no exact calculation or formula that can magically ascertain the true value provided by
an individual gratuitously for those that they are near or dear to. The attempt of court in such
matters should therefore be towards determining, in the best manner possible the truest
approximation of the value added by a homemaker for the purpose of granting monetary
compensation” (The Indian Express; 2021).Initiatives are also taken up by the global regimes
like UNICEF also come out with Gender Action Plan (GAP) 2018-21 and the Strategic Plan (SP)
2018-21, which gives attention to women'’s paid and unpaid work.

It is needless to say that women constitute almost half the population and their desires and
issues have to be addressed. Women are already contributing to the nations’ economy without
any favour.
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Salary for her labour at home would become a tool of empowerment and dignity. It is the time
that the state must recognize their labour and take positive initiatives for their valuable
contribution in the development of the state and society.
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~She Rises

N ~ Lakshi, 3HA

Under the glistening moonlight
Her body sparkles, her eyes twinkle
As she sits beneath the pearly waterfall
Droplets slide down from her chest to her hands
She unfurls as if it is now her euphoric haven
She flicks her hair which makes a statement
She spreads out her spacious wings
She feels the breeze and takes a deep breath
She smells the earthy scent and kisses the soil intensely
She locks her eyes with the moon and a deep conversation starts

Meanwhile the stars are startled and ask who is she and how dare she glare at the moon?
At the same time, the silent talkers smile at each other which looks so guile
The fluorescent light of the moon falls on her
She gleams as an old friend has welcomed her with a warm embrace
Even when the clouds hide her dear ally she keeps on illuminating

The sounds of the universe chime in and reveal to the stars
“She is no dancing angel
She is the angel of vengeance
Devil disguised as an angel
She was born in a flame
She might be late but she’ll be the latest
She doesn’t stand anywhere because she doesn't live in the world in which you do
She lives in a world where there is whole lot of fantasy with a pinch of reality
For her, if ignorance is bliss then knowledge is a weapon
If ignorance isn’t an excuse then knowledge is poison
Her silence isn't a portrayal of peace
She is bruised ,she is wounded ,she has scars
And if you don’t then what story do you tell?
An angel arrived and a devil survived”.
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~ Nomita, 3HB
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Arundhati Roy’s Azadi: Freedom. Fascism. Fiction. is a collection of enlightening essays,
wherein she tries to make the readers acknowledge the true meaning of freedom,
fascism and fiction in this world.

Arundhati Roy is an Indian author, actress and political activist, best known for her
award-winning novel The God of Small Things and her involvement in environmental
and human rights causes. Roy'’s literature largely consists of political non-fiction. Some
of her other works are Power Politics (2001), The Ministry of Utmost Happiness (2017) and
My Seditious Heart (2019). She has faced many legal battles due to her involvement in
environmental and human rights causes and also due to the content of her books.

‘Azadi’, the very name of the book suggests ‘freedom’, the chant of Kashmiris against
Indian occupation. The essays mainly relate to the abolition of Article 370, Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) - National Register of Citizens (NRC), the events that led to them
and the events that followed. The author severely criticizes the Modi government and
the works of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). The book is divided into nine
essays, each critically evaluating various steps taken by the present government. Each
essay depicts the sufferings of the people of India, the minorities in particular. The
book gives us an insight into things we never knew happened, were hidden from us, or
whose concocted versions were widely served and forcibly believed in. Roy also gives
us glimpses of her other books, particularly, The Ministry of Utmost Happiness and The
God of Small Things, giving us examples from them to support the content of Azadi.

In this book, she talks about languages, wherein she tries to convey to us the
pleasures and difficulties faced by authors while writing. She talks about the effects of
translations of the work into different languages and tries to convey how writers write
in a particular language but imagine writing in several languages.
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She also succeeds in depicting these ideas by narrating parts of her own life.

Further, Roy brings the reader’s attention to the violence caused during elections; the
violence of all kinds, but mostly divide and rule, or more precisely ‘divert and rule’.
Here, she gives the reader a flashback to all those times when severe violence took
place in India. She also directs our attention towards how journalists, activists, authors
and whosoever dares to speak or write against the government policy or actions are
either being arrested or outrightly labelled as anti-nationals. Coming to think of it, it is
ironic how the Indian Constitution gives us the freedom of speech and expression, but,
when one comes to exercise it, they are considered as anti-nationals or even terrorists.

The author also reflects upon the ill-effects of the ‘surgical strikes’ on Pakistan,
something overlooked by most of us in the wake of emotions. She further reflects on
the actions of the RSS, which she believes is an organization dedicated to turning India
into a pure Hindu state and working with the idea of ‘one nation, one religion, one
language’; an idea also being pushed by the government in power.

In the context of India being constitutionally secular, the author brings to our attention
the minority massacres in India through the story of Anjum (a character from her book,
The Ministry of Utmost Happiness). Anjum'’s story has been divided among each of her
essays. To brief the story, Anjum was a transgender who had gone to Gujarat with her
uncle Zakir to visit the poet Wali Dakhani’s shrine. During this time, mass killings of
Muslims in Gujarat were taking place. Eventually, Zakir was killed but Anjum was
spared, going by the Hindu belief that killing the third gender brings bad luck. She went
back to her hometown with the help of Zakir’'s son. There she could not pull herself
together from the trauma and decided to live in a graveyard. She then built Jannat- a
guest house in the graveyard and lived there for the rest of her life.

The author subtly links the graveyard in Anjum’s story to Kashmir which she considers
as a living graveyard. She considers Kashmir’s story as a story of everything - of war and
torture, of rigged elections, of human rights violations, of love and of poetry. Thus,
according to her, it can be best described in fiction. She reflects on how the abolition of
Article 370 fell upon Kashmir and how our Prime Minister flaunted over it. She says that
the Prime Minister wishing Kashmiris ‘Eid Mubarak’ was almost as if he was mocking
them as he very well knew that they could not even watch the news due to the internet
cut-off and the lockdown.

Apart from the main themes of the book - the Kashmir issue and the CAA-NRC - the
author also highlights other turbulences in India, namely, mob Iynching, Assam
agitations, minority massacres and the COVID-19 situation.
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Roy’s Azadi shows us the cruel reality of India and its bearers, though it could have been
done in a more systematic manner. As in, between her chapters, she jumps on various
subjects such as her own life, facts, fiction and glimpses from her other books. Due to
this, the reader gets puzzled between the chapters. It sometimes becomes difficult to
keep a track of what happened in just the previous page leading to a disconnect from
readers.

Despite the shortcoming, the book is a must-read as it is a package of knowledge and
facts. The book is the result of a very well-researched work done by the author on a
variety of subjects. The three subjects in question - freedom, fascism and fiction are
beautifully knit together to land upon the creation of an incredible book, Azadi :
Freedom. Fascism. Fiction.
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Between the soundless battles going on at the international platform, Dr. S. Jaishankar
in his book, The India Way: Strategies for an Uncertain World has sarcastically remarked
on India’s stake using Satyajit Ray’s film. In the film, two nawabs lose their wealthy
empire of Awadh to the British East India Company while they were busy playing
chess. By this, he highlights the importance of learning from history in order to build a
strong stage for today's India. It drives India to be equally conscious of the emerging
neighbour China and of the tremors in the subway thereof.

Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, the External Affairs Minister of India, has had a
remarkable experience in foreign diplomacy. Before stepping up as the External Affairs
Minister, he handled the portfolios of the US and China; one of the reasons why the
book attracts so much curiosity. In the context of the current unprecedented changes
in the global order where cats are fighting under the nose and even above, this book
serves as a wake-up call to India’s headway.

The eight chapters of the book contain a collection of speeches that the author has
given in the past two years. In the book, he highlights the major changes taking place
on the international platform: the emergence of a multi-polar world, from Germany to
Japan to Brazil, breaking the earlier uni-polar world order; China’s rise as a global
power with the second largest economy; the changing Sino-US relations; USA’s
priorities; Russia’s balancing between India and China; Indo-Pacific policies; Australia
stepping out of its comfortable couch, and not to forget the no fruit-bearing efforts of
Europe. Dr. Jaishankar firmly believes that India will have to leave behind false
assumptions and approaches in order to tackle the new and changing international
situation. He neither supports India being a part of any alliance nor the age-old non-
alignment. He says that we will have to face the consequences even if we do not
participate. To explain this point, he gives the example of Balaram and Rukmi from the
Mahabharata.
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He further states, ‘This is a time to engage America, manage China, cultivate Europe,
re-assure Russia, bring Japan into play’ (p. 19). He calls for action towards a ‘multiple
engagement’ strategy - something which is definitely more engaging and enthusiastic
than the old-school non-alignment. Realism, as he says, can play a significant role in
India’s uprising on the strategic front. He talks about engaging with the multiple
dimensions of the world, cooperating with the multi-polar world, and taking forward
the view of a ‘rising India’ realistically.

Moreover, he describes how India has evolved its strategies and policy-making and
how it is handling the changing dynamics in diplomacy along with the flights and
plights of the future. He gives the example of the Uri and Balakot strikes mentioning
how they have given a strong message about the change in India's policies, not only
on the military front but within diplomacy as well.

The book is comprehensible for a keen foreign policy enthusiast or someone who
keeps a track of changes occurring in international politics. But, it may pose a
challenge to a layman in decoding the current scenario and assuming the possible
course of action in the future. Further, the book is more of a compilation of personal
views and experiences. It does not involve a greater look at the dynamics we see in
reality. The practicality of the solutions leaves the reader hanging in the air. While
thinking of ‘multiple engagements’, we also need to give a thought about ‘balancing
the powers’ which is a real challenge to the diplomats and analysts. So, how do we
exactly follow that and what to do if the same backfires upon us, as in the case with
China? The book, hence, leaves the reader with these questions nagging at its mind.
However, the overall range of views described in the book gives a dive into the real
diplomatic world. In the current scenario as well, it becomes important for Indians to
realize that it is high time we change our strategies. The book is engaging from the
very first page as it enables the reader to widen horizons at the international level. It
also gives us an overview of the diplomat's world. Today, we see that hard power is
present but soft power is gaining popularity- from the time when India was nudged
about being poor and sluggish, to the point when India is emerging as a middle
power. Definitely, hard power has done its own work but soft power creates a space
for discussion and upholds India globally. The need of the hour is to go beyond
traditional assumptions, leave false equilibrium behind and seek for a strong and
stable equilibrium while objectively assessing the gaps. What the future holds is
undoubtedly the question at stake, but the baseline that this book lays is
commendable.
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‘India is the world's largest democracy with extreme poverty, cleavages & corruption’.
The Malevolent Republic or the so-called wicked republic as asserted by the author K.S.
Komireddi is a critical in-depth account of the 70 years of the Indian Republic, the rise
of an improbable nation. Kapil Satish Komireddi is a big name in journalism, an author,
a journalist and a phenomenal critic. The Malevolent Republic: A Short History of the New
India is his first creation.

The account is majorly segregated into two parts:- one, covering the past and the
other, introspecting the present. The giant bells on the cover of the book instantly
catch your sight and question the relevance of their appearance. With the upheavals
from the 1970's majorly under Mrs. Gandhi to the present Modi era, they seem like
symbolic temple bells implying the secular Indian republic to be under the shade of
saffron chauvinism.

Commencing with the turmoil of the Emergency of 1975, the book silently addresses
many of the mistakes committed previously. None of the vital figures were successful
in escaping from the author's arena. Pandit Nehru, the leader leading India for almost
four decades, has been alleged of injecting nepotism in politics which eventually paved
way for the worst nightmare of Indian democracy. The vision of a democratic republic
was dispersed with nepotism as its driving force. Sanjay Gandhi being a de- facto PM in
those two years of Internal Emergency ( 1975-1977).

“When a big tree falls, the earth shakes a little”(p. 32). The turbulent succession
evaded Congress's claim to be the guardian of Indian secularism. Further, opening up
of the Ayodhya disputed structure and Muslim appeasement in Shah Bano Case was
the revisit of Congress's version of secularism. The government with the biggest
mandate in the history of the Indian republic was thrown out of power then.

The 1990's coalition leaders are not under the scrutiny of the author. 1991, the year of
decaying non-alignment, religious intricacies and financial crisis all at the front, was
the very year when the Indian government was at the verge of bankruptcy and so it
decided to liberalise the economy. The book further points out that Prime Minister
Narsimha Rao, the prime suspect of destructing Nehruvian India even convicted by
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his own party, is the only departed Prime Minister to be denied a memorial in the
country's capital. “He left behind an India that was wealthier, but more unequal” (p.
54).

The author then talks about Congress's another tenure under the command of
Manmohan Singh, an economist by passion and a politician by destiny. The 26/11
incident, the siege of Mumbai for almost four days by the Pakistani terrorists. Singh
was left barely with two choices, either do self-immolation in-action or wage a nuclear
war. For the author, “History is what gave Hindu nationalism its visceral appeal” (p.
44). The soft stand of Mr. Singh visualised secularists to be weak on national security.
And, with this, the voluminous portion of the book, Part two: India under Modi gets a
kickstart.

For the author, Modi's Gujarat is like Putin’s Russia, wherein opposition is murdered
and minorities are humiliated. With the general polls in 2014, the shade of 2002 was
argued to be absent as quoted by the author, but he seems to be in complete denial
about the disappearance of authoritarianism. Though not complicit, incompetence in a
communal killing needs to be penalised. But again that's India. Mr. Komireddi comes
up with innumerous statistics projecting billions of dollars spent over PM's publicity;
calling him a ‘demagogue’. The demagogue appeased by the West now which at once
sanctioned the same individual.

The book even touches upon the chaos of 2016, when the currencies accounting for 86
percent of the market, ceased to be legal. All in the name of black money with the
addition of national security connotation. The billionaires in India rarely transact in
cash. Hence, it was a struggle applied only to the poor. Few of the life-taking instances
are mentioned in the book like the Pink revolution; to prohibit the consumption of
beef. It provided a free hand to Hindu supremacists to lynch the minority. Getting a bit
wavered from the bunch of prime ministers, the author provides a glimpse of UP's
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. To him, “Humans are important but cows are also
important” (p. 112).

PM Modi is often applauded for his personal touch diplomacy but what has it gained
for India. The author argues giving an example of Nepal's universal hatred for India,
detailed reasons intact with the book. The sudden breakfast with Nawaz Sharif,
Pakistani Prime Minister concluding with a major terrorist attack in Uri. In return, a
surgical strike launched, publicised relentlessly in the campaigns. Those who
questioned were termed as “anti-nationals”. The trend continued in 2019 with a pre-
poll air-strike. The Indian military has been a civic institution of the landscape, out of
the political realm. The book highlights the politicisation of the military at its hey-day
now and also how the media endorses erroneous fiction. India ranked 142nd in the
2020 ‘Global Press Freedom Index’.

Suppression of student politics, back-to-back resignation of two RBI Governars, the
Supreme Court judges holding a press conference cautioning over the threat to
democracy have been discussed at length in the book. These instances were the first of
their kind in Indian democracy. For the author, under PM Modi there has been an
overall threat to Indian unity. The turbulent days of Kashmir, with the repeal of article
370 has also been mentioned in the last chapter.

Chronologically arranged, Mr. Komireddi encompasses many of the black spots on
Indian democracy.
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The relevance of the account enhances with the bigger mandate of PM Modi in the
2019 general polls. The criticisms, if accompanied by a few of the achievements, could
have sounded better. Few instances mentioned in the book ask for better factual-
source credibility. For an instance, “cash is more popular now than it was in the pre-
demonetisation era” as manifested in the account. Ironically, the era of demonitisation
paved way for a cashless economy in the Indian landscape. Overall, for some, the
account might be disheartening, for those having a deep belief in the ideals of Indian
democracy but for the rest, it can be an eye-opener. The book is a timely caution and it
is worth giving it a read once.
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Trevor Noah is a South-African stand-up comedian and also the host of the American
television show “The Daily Show” or in the wake of the pandemic as “The Daily Social
Distancing Show". It focuses on American-centric and international politics, and issues
with meaningful observation and hilarious satire.

The observational comedian has made a fair share of his life between the carrefour of
parody, tragedy and comedy which exudes through his autobiography. He sure-
footedly pens down him being a mixed-race child, born in the age of apartheid, son of
a Swiss father and a black Xhoso mother. His book is a lens through which he sees
apartheid, ambiguous concept of identity, adolescence, faith, relationships, hood life,
patriarchal cad, abuse, globalization and various other aspects of life.

The book opens up with a piece of legislation as a prologue, ironically written by the
state itself way back in 1927. It sets the premise and later justifies the title of the book,
the author’s identity and the life of a countless number of people in colligation to that.

The aspect of religion and faith to some extent also plays a significant role. The author
is in a constant tussle with a family full of religious people. His first-hand experience
with superstition and myth formation makes it even more funny. The reader would
find the elements of fun, logic and faith in the book. The author also points out how
deeply colonization and crossing of culture have affected name, religion and other
social spheres. As a South-Asian reader, you would find the similarity between racism
and casteism and caustically enough “nobody gets involved in other people’s business
—unless it's mob justice” (p. 13) has its way in other continents as well.

His experience being a mixed-race child was not limited to shades, but also identities,
gawky eyes and institutionalized racism; allegedly being illegal almost till 1993. The
conflating idea of race has made him navigate in situations of punishment from his
grandmother, shoplifting and seldom white type treatment from other relatives.
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His childhood remained in a constant struggle to save himself from the evil eye of the
system and incidents of getting disowned in public by his own mother and experiencing
how parental tough love works.
The witty anecdotes shared by him actually throw light on multifaceted perspectives at
the same time, where one would definitely crack. His frequent hustle between logic and
loop-holes and his way out from catholic school is one such exemplum. Constantly
questioning authority is something to be learned from his book and is a major takeaway.
No doubt there are lots of takeaways, the therapeutic one which needs a mention is that
he says, “I was blessed with another trait I inherited from my mother: her ability to forget
the pain in life. I remember the thing that caused the trauma, but I don’t hold on to the
trauma. I never let the memory of something painful prevent me from trying something
new. You'll have a few bruises and they’ll remind you of what happened and that's okay.”
(p- 67)
Apart from human relations and their significance in life, the author has devoted one of
the important segments of his life sharing with his pets and growing up with Fufi- the
love of his life. For most of her life, Noah never realized that she was deaf, it came out
only after she broke her spine and the vet diagnosed her that she never fully developed
some of her senses. One of the strangest things was that she never cried whenever got
kicked by her stepfather out of anger. She had conditions where she never developed her
sense of touch and didn’t feel the pain. Noah too relates himself to Fufi. He used to forget
about the kicking and pain and continued to do what he wanted rather than holding
himself. Doing and regretting is his élan rather than not doing it and regretting why he
didn’t.
Born a Crime: Stories from a South-African Childhood is an engaging, fast-paced and vivid
read. The book is much more than a personal story; it's about survival and feminism in
the world of patriarchy. It does more to expose the apartheid: its bequest of hatred and
the damage it has caused to humanity in the name of the colour. The racism that has
been internalized, more appropriately has colonized our minds to believe that a few
shades lighter, is better and brighter.
Trevor’'s mother turns out to be the actual hero and him as a side-kick unwittingly. An
obvious musing of his love, constant admiration, her independence and defiance is
cogent evidence. Things changed after his mother’s second marriage and later turned
into an excessively controlling, violent and abusive one. These were the most vulnerable
moments of his life where his mom got shot in the head by the same man. How she
survived is still a mystery to him. The book closes with visuals of a hysterically funny
conversation between a son and mother even while bawling.
Born a Crime has the quality of being present for rationale and emotional arousal at the
same time, which makes it worthwhile. No doubt that one could find it relatable.
Anecdotes full of laughter, pain and all sought of feeling make it emotionally available to
the reader. This book has no age bar. It gives us learning lessons and reminds us of that
on-close examination that life is actually satirical, full of surprises and no doubt has love,
joy and pain in every corner.
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India and Hindustan, the two terms which we often find onerous to understand. Are
they different or the same? Is Hindustan the Hindi translation of India? Such questions
which we often confront regarding our nation's name, have been dealt with
extensively in the book The Loss of Hindustan: The Invention of India by Manan Ahmed
Asif, a historian, an author and an associate professor of History at Columbia
University. He also is the founder of the blog "Chapati Mystery" and the co-founder of
Columbia's Group for Experimental Methods in Humanistic Research.

The book unfolds with an intimidating question, "What happened to Hindustan?" The
author goes on to explain the gradual loss of the idea of Hindustan - historically,
politically and geographically, due to colonization and political forgetting. He sets forth
historically supported evaluations for the same. As underlined by using a verse of poet
Mirza Ghalib, "Hindustan was the shadow of a rose at the foot of the throne / the
grandeur, the splendor of that age of union with the gods, don’t ask!" (p. 2). He also
elaborates the process of invention of India by the colonizers and by the Indian public
itself.

Asif investigates the works of various historians and philosophers roughly from the
tenth to twentieth-century such as Kant, Hegel, Md. Igbal, Michael Jones, and various
others. The book largely scrutinizes the work of Firishta, a Deccan historian, "Tarikh-i
Firishta" and its interpretations by various European writers of the 18th and 19th
centuries.

Asif's book is a very comprehensive document dealing with questions like, what was
the idea of Hindustan after colonialism, how the history of Hindustan has been written,
where was Hindustan, who lived in Hindustan, and what was the afterlife of Firishta's
work. Each of the six chapters deals with one of these questions. It tries to answer the
questions by analyzing both Hindustan and India. The author gives both Indian as well
as European perspectives.

In the succeeding chapter seventh; he gives a quick glance at the theme of the book
and also a way forward. He highlights the need to re-examine our understanding of
the pre-colonial era. He establishes the stark difference between Firishta's work and
that of the colonial writers. He explains how Firishta's work has been reordered into
completely different narratives by European historians. He also points out the fact that
being postcolonial writers, how has it shaped the writings of scholars, authors and
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He argues that it is very important for them to recognize the colonial hangover on
their knowledge and the way of writing. He evokes them to look before the colonial
era, to the Indian writers and revise their knowledge.

Asif not just focuses on the question of our nation's identity and history but also
spotlights some of the larger questions of history. "How does one, then, write the
history of something that is not even realizable as missing or cannot even be fully
articulated?" (p. 4). A question that provokes you to think rationally- "What is the past
that remains visible after the annihilation of one’s present?" (p. 204). This question also
briefs the entire history of the loss of Hindustan and the rise of India.

The book even throws light on the gender and religious perspective of the idea of
Hindustan and India. It highlights how they have been differentiated based on the
condition of the women and on the basis of religion by various European historians.
According to Jones, "The first primary distinction between the two worlds—the Hindu
India and the Muslim Hindustan—was the confinement of women" (p. 37). Several
customary practices such as 'sati' have been described in the words of colonial writers.
However, the book being an extensive work, at times becomes a difficult read. Too
many notes and excerpts from the works of various historians make it a little tedious
for the reader. It makes the reader lose interest. The book is loaded with historical
facts and instances which make it difficult to grasp for the general readers. The term
'Hindustan' has been used so often at times, that one loses track and has to read
again.

Nonetheless, The Loss of Hindustan offers an insight into the transition of Hindustan-
a place for all faiths into India- a religiously divided place. Chronically arranged, it is a
work aimed both at academics and the general audiences. All the knowledge has been
weaved beautifully. The questions posed by the author intrigue the reader to ponder
over them. In the process, the reader develops his or her thinking and understanding
capacity and becomes a better scholar and a better human being. Has Hindustan been
made to disappear intentionally, or we lost it in a gradual process of evolution? It is a
question which the readers need to unfold themselves.

—_— —p e E—
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Title Peepli Live

Directed by Anusha Rizvi, Mahmood Farooqui

Starring Omkar Das Manikpuri, Raghuvir Yadav, Shalina Vatsa, Farrukh Jaffar,
Malaika Shenoy, Nawazuddin Siddiqui

Genre Comedy, Drama

Duration 1 hour 44 minutes

Language Hindi

Release 13 August 2010

Peepli Live is a 2010 Indian satirical comedy film, directed and written by Anusha Rizvi, who
was earlier a NDTV journalist. It is her debut movie. The movie takes up the serious social
problem of farmer suicides and the following media response. Peepli is the village that the
film is set in, and the live here is meant to indicate the happenings in Peepli which the
filmmaker is bringing to us.

Poverty-struck farmers, Budhia (Raghuveer Yadav) and his younger brother, Natha (Omkar
Das Manikpuri), have lost their piece of land to the bank since they failed to repay the loan.
And then, Budhia gets to know about a government scheme that provides monetary aid to the
family of a farmer who commits suicide. Later, he convinces Natha to commit suicide. But a
reporter (Nawazuddin Siddiqui) happens to overhear their conversation and turns it into a
news story, and soon the whole country is caught up in the saga of the farmer who vows to
kill himself.

The line, ‘Zindagi ban gayi hai bell-bottom aur khudkhushi ban gayi hai jeans pant, in the
movie, clearly indicates contemporary concerns. The line implies that the hardships or
challenges in the farmers’ lives have become outdated, while the rising rate of farmer-
suicides has become a current custom. The movie aptly captures the condition of the Indian
media who exaggerate issues and sensationalise them for the sake of Television Rating
Points (TRPs). Under media pressure and with elections in the state, politicians also get
drawn into the matter - the centre blaming the state government and vice-versa. Their
response to all policy questions is just that,we must wait for High Court orders. In such a
context of election, this news story ultimately threatens the ruling party’'s leaders in the polls.
Unexpectedly, Natha becomes a puppet for the media and politicians, all of whom exploit him
for their benefit without any concern about his problem.
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The local and state politicians as well as bureaucrats try to lure Natha through gifts
meaningless to him, such as a sanctioned handpump and a television. The film clearly shows
the poor mentality of the media market and their emotional indifference towards issues they
cover. The film also shows the nexus between the media and politics - how the government
controls the media and vice-versa. The parody on news channels is hilarious. Every media
house is trying to focus on Natha and for new and different angles. One of them goes on to
blame Natha's predicament on Muslim terrorists! Vishal O Sharma as a news reporter also
covers the act of prediction from Mata Rani.

In the movie, there is a heated conversation between Nawazuddin Siddiqui and Malaika
Shenoy, which clearly reflects how the media is crazy to cover Natha, and clearly indicates
that the media does not broadcast all the facts. They are not even trying to cover other issues
in the village, such as the death of the farmer Hori Mehtoo due to starvation. Nawazuddin
Siddiqui furiously asks her, “Is this issue not important?” The media broadcast only those
issues which have ‘market value' and which can grab more and more eyeballs.

Peepli Live has the same satirical shade like in Mahesh Manjrekar produced Pran Jaye Par
Shaan Na Jaye (2003), where suicide is used as a tool or instrument for survival. The entire
circus of media that almost set up mela in Peepli is also common here. The farmers suicide
issue in Peepli is also common in A.R. Murugadoss’s South Indian movie Kaththi (2014)
where the media, earlier not interested in this issue, focuses on it only after occurrence of
suicide.

The story doesn’'t demand any star power; this kind of movie largely depends upon the
casting and their flawless performance. The cast is largely drawn from rural folk actors and
most of them are stage actors rather than film actors, thus, their dialogues and attitudes
appear true to the audiences. The movie perfectly captures the paradoxical situation of Indian
farmers and the Indian media. How the media take interest only in an issue if it is heated
enough to gain TRPs and later on completely ignore the issue, never to discuss it again. And
how the governmental policies and planning focus on economic growth, neglecting the socio-
economic growth of the marginalised section of Indian farmers. Here, it becomes important to
note that on an average, every single day more than 10 farmers commit suicide.

Peepli Live was also India’s official entry for the 83rd Academy Awards, Best Foreign Film
category, although it was not nominated.
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Title Unorthodox
Directed by Maria Schrader
Starring Shira Haas, Amit Rahav, Jeff Wilbusch, Alex Reid, Ronit Asheri
Genre Drama
Duration 52-54 minutes/episode, 4 episodes
Language Yiddish, German, English
Release 26 March 2020

How far would you go to find out who you really are? Unorthodox: The Scandalous Rejection
of My Hasidic Roots is a Netflix original limited series based on Deborah Feldman's memoir,
directed by Maria Schrader who won 72nd Emmy for Outstanding Directing for a Limited
Series for the same. The series has 4 episodes, 50mins(approx.), both in Yiddish and
English language.

This story is about Esty (played beautifully by Shira Hass), a 19 year old girl of Satmar
community of the Hasidic Jews, who not being able to comply with the norms and traditions
of her community, rejects the unquestioned compliance and fleas from Williamsburg to Berlin
with a little money and resources.

The series is the lived experience of Trauma, guilt, shame, pain and courage. This is not the
usual expected story of a woman mustering courage to reject the orthodoxy of the
community, it trenches into the complexities of the beliefs of the community, given the Satmar
community’s ideological roots itself are based on immense trauma and suffering. It depicts
the struggle that Esty faces after fleeing and her own moral interpretation of religion which
coerced her to flee. Given the extensive research done, from what's called Yop
kippur(meaning marriage) to the Strimols,every attire, custom and celebration is pedantically
depicted .Given the way music is synchronized with Visuals of traditions to the depiction of
western world and ideals, one is engaged all throughout the episodes and not a moment
goes where one loses the attention.

Satmar community: the origins, PTSD and customs

Hasidic Jews are the descendants of the holocaust survivors, with the onset of the Hasidic
movement, each group fleeing had its own leader or the Rabbi, the name of the community
“Satmar” is therefore named after Rabbi who named himself after the place,
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he’d come from called Satu mar (a place on Austrian Hungarian border). This community is
settled in Williamsburg, New York, and carries Post traumatic stress disorder of the especially
in 1st and 2nd generations.

In the words of Deborah Feldman herself, the actions of the community are driven by “fear”,

In one of the episodes, Rabbi on a gathering says “When we delineated from our customs,
trusted the neighbors, we invited god’s wrath........we must remain who we are”, they believe
the reason why Holocaust happened was because of the sins that the they’d committed by
adopting other customs and values ,So the holocaust was nothing but a warning in the form
of punishment . Now their primary aim is to repent the sins, and compensate for the loss of
decline in the population by reproducing as much as they can.

Matriarchy within the family to enforce patriarchy

To be a useful part of the community, like every women , the protagonist Esty is expected to
get married and impregnate ,Except the fact that she could not.So,she is continually
reminded by her mother in law that she is worthless .She, subconsciously considers herself
“abnormal” because she (even though just 19 years old) has difficulties in bearing a child .
Yanky, her husband himself is driven by the impulses of his mother and his mother in turn by
Rabbi, showing how deeply community and personal life is interconnected. Yanky asks for
divorce when he could not bear the pressure from her mother about having kids.

Having said that he does love Esty, it's evident from one of the beautiful scenes ,where
before their marriage, Evident in the episode where Yanky and his cousin go to chase her
after her escaping Williamsburg. There he realizes that he did not really want a wife
producing babies, but a lover to come back, the pain in his eyes begrudging Esty’s new lover
in Berlin, his anxious search to purchase a ring to gift Esty and in the end where he finally
gets to meet Esty in Berlin, chops off his hair on the sides, (a symbol central to the
community) to convince his lover to return Home. This makes us wonder how the cultural
ideologies and family expectations plummet into the personal sphere and how you deny your
own free will at the behest of community’s norms. This all is taciturnly expressed in the series
thanks to the role played by Amit Rhav whose expressions were worth a hundred dialogues.

Berlin: A city of hope and shared trauma
Berlin is depicted as colorful, as dull as Williamsburg. Berlin wears Trauma on its sleeves and

is carefully chosen , to display the religion outside the cultural context. Here Esty meets a
group of musicians who are as diverse as the instruments they play be it culture,sexual
affiliation gender.

Berlin’s deliberately shown diverse to show how historical fascist ideas are dismantled in the
new progressive era.

Esty here, even though faces thorns, is independent to make her own choice .

A thing to be noted here is that all throughout her Berlin journey, She has given her identity
an all together different meaning.She exercises her sovereign will by pursuing Music, wearing
what she wanted, roaming where she wanted etc.
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Overall, the best aspect of Unorthodox is that it blends beautifully the story of courage to find
one’'s own meaning to life , feminist discourse , alongside the depiction of a culture in a
manner that's not antagonistic(unlike other popular shows).The nuances of the traditions,
pain of the members and their reasoning of why they wanted to relegate to their “orignal
selves”. The visuals were definitely the game changer, carefully choosing lightning and
camera angles alongside the brilliance of makeup artists made us all attached to each and
every scene,place,city and character.

— 0 a7
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Title Bridgerton

Directed by Julie Anne Robinson

Starring Adjoa Andoh, Julie Andrews, Lorraine Ashbourne, Jonathan Bailey
Genre Historical drama, Romance, Regency romance

Duration 60 minutes/episode, 8 episodes

Language English

Release 25 December 2020

“Today is the most important day, and for some the most terrifying one, today is the
day London’s marriage minded misses are presented to her majesty the Queen. May
god have mercy on their poor souls.”

-LADY WHISTLEDOWN

Netflix biggest breakthrough of the year, with all the saucy details that hypes for the show,
hinges on the chemistry of Daphne and the Duke. The show is based on Bridgerton family,
basically Daphne's debut on London's marriage market as a new gossip sheet sets high
society atwitter, and Simon, the eligible Duke of Hastings returns to town and the palpable
chemistry comes to lead. Bridgerton rides high on regency romance, companionship,
passion and is reverting with poetic grandeur. Set in the year 1813, Bridgerton tells the tale of
the key players in London’s high society who are all too busy navigating the social season
that is dramatic yet extravagant, the opening of “marriage market”. To inject some era
specific detailing to the show, the creators tapped into historical consultant, Hannah Greig, to
make the Bridgerton universe as historically accurate as possible. Bridgerton premiered on
Netflix on December 25, 2020. The first 8 episodes of season 1, met with a bounty of
pragmatic reviews with a viewership of 82 million households. The entire series was filmed in
London, Bath and various estates and parks throughout England. Bridgerton is an adaptation
of mostly the first book in a successful series of eight Regency romance novels by Julia
Quinn. Taking place in the early part of the 19th century, the books follow the eight siblings in
the Bridgerton family, four boys and four girls, as they seek the love of their lives.

Quinn’s real name is Julie Pottinger who predominantly grew up in New England and studied
art history at Harvard, a lover of historical romances set in Regency London, tried writing one
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of her own, she was gobsmacked, sipping coffee in her local shop when she received a call
from her agent regarding the adaptation of her novel to Hollywood. She just followed her
heart and worked with Chris and made the series Netflix biggest hit ever. During the entire
series, Quinn acted as a consultant on the show and facilitated with the director in the most
fanciful, fictive and pulchritudinous way.

It's tempting to review Bridgerton ergo: “this Shondaland series, surely reminded the viewers
a dash of Jane Austen with a hint of Scandal and declines to seek out the precise definition of
a debauch”. The eight-episode drama, which premiered on Netflix on Christmas Day, was
created by Chris Van Dusen, who previously wrote for the Shonda Rhimes shows, Scandal
and Grey's Anatomy. It's also the first scripted product of Rhimes’s deal with Netflix from her
production company, Shondaland.

Season 1 of Bridgerton basically revolves around the protagonist Daphne (Phoebe Dynevor),
the eldest Bridgerton daughter along with Simon Basset (Rege Page), the Duke of Hastings,
who plays the part of a perennial bachelor. This involves a series of dances, balls where
young women are introduced to young men, who later call on their favorites at home to be
scrutinized by their families for suitability. Daphne's debut season gets off to a rip-roaring
start after she catches the eyes of eager beaver Queen Charlotte (Golda Rosheuvel), which
makes her diamond of the season. Anthony Bridgerton, Daphne's eldest brother, also titled
the head of family as Lord Bridgerton is deeply protective of his little sisters’ fate and there
isn't a man within 500 miles radius that seems to please Anthony, he faults every bachelor in
the Danbury Ball. He doesn't find a single soul worthy of his sisters’ affection and placing her
in the most leading light lifestyle, but as a wiry head of the Bridgerton family, he struggles
setting Daphne with the perfect match of bodies well enough for the entire family’s reputation.
But, Daphne soon realizes that the impending hang fire of her brother made the suitors fly the
coop that makes her undesirable and unwanted and find herself in a strange position where
nobody is willing to court her. There is nothing the queen despises more than anything is
being wrong about something, she is petrified to life what this would do to her image if she
fails her very first debutante. Daphne plans a ruse with the Duke of Hastings, Simon, (Regé-
Jean Page) who is in no dire mood to be married and wishes to fend off the families,
especially the ambitious mamas to claim him as their prize, as a way to seek to foist their
women on him. The series has taken a pivotal turn when Anthony promises Daphne’s hand
to Lord Berbroke who basically dishonors her and imposes himself to her. The second plot,
where a political tension arises there, creating an intense triangle between Daphne, Simon
and Prince Friedrich of Russia.

To try to explain what's happening with all the Bridgertons would take eons to describe
because although Daphne and Simone are the focus, several other siblings have B plots
going on; Anthony (Jonathan Bailey), who is dating an opera singer from the wrong side of
the carriage tracks; Eloise (Claudia Jessie), who could not be least interested in following into
Daphne steps to marriage next year and desires to quest her educational qualification; and
Benedict (Luke Thompson), who rather is drawn by the aura of art as well as drawn to a
different sets of odds and hints towards something shady to be revealed later in the series.
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Only the Bridgerton family does not purview across the streets of London, there is an entire
other family called the Featherington and their daughter Penelope (Nicola Coughlan) is best
pal to Colin Bridgerton (Luke Newton). She loves him from afar; he is a barely sentient
lamppost about it, to the point where he has no idea how she feels, even when it's very, very
obvious. Yet, another scandal is brewing in the Featherington family, when they take in a
young maiden for shepherding to the social season introduced as a distant cousin of theirs,
named Marina (Ruby Barker) who has a rather dark past of her own that is following her and
that is not all. OF COURSE NOT. All this is breathlessly reported to the entire town in an
anonymous scandalous sheet published by a writer with the pen name of “Lady Whistledown”
who acts as a gossip girl reporting all the chilling and saucy gossips.

Whistledown's publications (gossip newsletters for the empires-waisted set) are an ingenious
invention because they allow the plot to accelerate. What might take a long time to uncover in
this world can be served up tout de suite when Whistledown, who somehow knows
everything, drops all the hot gossip to everybody at the same time. She provides voice-overs
too and in whose melodious, majestic tones do we get to hear her dispatches? Julie
Andrews, that is all.

Are parts of this show silly? Of course. Do some of these brothers act dull? So far, yes. But,
let us not linger on nickel and dime stuff. Let’'s not fuss over where, exactly, the orgy question
arises. Let's genuinely celebrate good artisanship that made it to our screens, made by a
shop run by a woman who loves good television and written by people who are experienced
in television.

Here, we need to step briefly into some mechanics-of-television talk. Sometimes, this is just
general bloat that comes from a lack of motivation to cut anything. But, there are a couple of
other possible culprits. The series is both satisfying and tantalizing — you should exhale and
say, "That was fun,” and you may also want the next one. Binge-watching really came
naturally watching this, the scintillating moments progressing to a sensual and passionate
which compels one bodily to shove from one episode to the next episode.

It's undeniable that Bridgerton is massively entertaining: the romances, the bright,
enthusiastic settings, the family drama. But, amidst the dazzling glamour and gossip, some
substantial flaws of the show wedge a crack in its foundation, causing the viewer to get a little
lost about what, exactly, the show is trying to say. The exquisite ball, namely the Danbury
Ball where Simon first met Daphne, itself raises the question that Anthony and Simon were
friends for long since their days of Oxford, yet, Daphne was a complete stranger to the Duke;
and they melee and misinterpret each other’s intentions.

Secondly, the series is notable for seemingly leveling the playing field when it comes to race,
that is, until about halfway through the series when Lady Danbury randomly slips in a quick
summary of why race relations are the way they are. Lady Danbury asserts, Black people
had only begun to be accepted in society as recently as her own generation, they would not
be living in the colorblind world that Bridgerton parades. Rather than having meaningful
conversations about the process of moving away from racism, or actively choosing to ignore
it, the show chooses to sweep the issue under the rug, and thereby, moving away from a very
crucial and noteworthy topic that needs awareness by the society to normalize its existence.
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It's difficult to work out exactly what Bridgerton aims as a show. In the start, it feels like satire,
or purely a bit of absurdist fun. But, then it becomes clear the show also takes itself seriously
and aims to assert political interests, and in the way things get messy.

The end of the season concludes several stories, teases several more and has a couple of
delicious mic-drop moments. It's made with wit, with flair and with an earthy kind of abandon.
Bridgerton is rife with material that engages the viewer and keeps them clicking that "next
episode” button, but that doesn't mean it's doing everything that's original. The main plot of
the two people who form a feigned romantic attachment out of convenience and “surprise end
up falling in love”, is a commonly used device. Luckily, the show has enough going on that
viewers can distract from the obviousness.

Some sharp-witted viewers already had a hunch on who Lady Whistledown really was within
a few episodes of the show, and others might not be enlightened until it is revealed at the
end. Either way, once it becomes apparent that ‘spoiler’ - Penelope Featherington is Lady
Whistledown, the viewer can compare the character to the words they have been hearing
narrating the show all along, and they might realize that the two don't quite go along quite
literally. Penelope is a young girl who is shown to be rather naive and innocent, as made
apparent at the moment, Marina is forced to tell her off for her immaturity. Such a character
writing the clever, all-knowing social observations of Lady Whistledown might not add up for
some viewers. The whole salacious connotations of Bridgerton depict that absolutely
everyone has either a scandal behind them or some sort of secret they do not wish others to
know. For some, it is a personal trauma; as with Simon’'s history or the Queen’s tragic
marriage. However, for others, it's right away criminal or illegitimate in the eyes of society.
Everywhere in the series, characters have a fraudulence about them, whether out of
necessity or design. Simon hides his insecurity behind stoniness and strength; the Queen
hides her pain behind a front; Lady Whistledown’s real identity is massively different as
compared to her assumed one; Anthony is a lord seeking order for his family but battling with
his own desire to be exempted from his duty. To complicate matters even more, there is the
concept of the second community below the surface; where Benedict and Henry Granville
can be real and embrace their true nature, namely the faux of their sexuality and counter-
culture. A place where Madame Lacroix doesn’'t have to wear a false accent. And
unfortunately, where Lord Featherington destroys his life and family. Although, even as the
show gives a more progressive view of life — where there is less racial discrimination (than
the real historical period) and woman have far more agency (and are in fact the major power
players), it's something as simple as the message that love wins over all that shines through
loudest. There is, however, a sting in the tale of Bridgerton season one — so the bee is even
more relevant because it ends up instilling some of the most conventional tropes of
acceptable society. The series is basically a reimagined world modelled with the expectations
of the writer who seems to marry history and fantasy in the most surreal and eccentric
manner. Above all, the most captivating and enthralling series that compelled the viewers to
binge watch the series and left the viewers starving for more.
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Title Parasite

Directed by Bong Joon Ho

Starring Cho Yeo Jeong, Park So Dam, Woo Sik Choi, Jeong Ji So
Genre Comedy, Drama, Thriller

Duration 2 hours 12 minutes

Language Korean, English

Release 30 May 2019

The movie Parasite is a Korean movie directed by Mr. Bong Joon Ho. It's story began at the
slum area, where there is a small house below the building. In that house lived the Kim
Family, whose members are Ki Woo (Choi Woo Shik), Ki Jung (Yang So Dam), Ki Taek
(Kang Ho Song) and Choong Sook (Jang Hye Jin). Ki Woo, a young boy, meets his friend
outside his house who tells him about the rich Park family who is willing to hire a tutor for their
daughter, Da Hye. He tells his friend that he hasn’t gained any learning experience and
education for the same, but his friend helps him in faking his education to the Park family,
and in this way, he gets hired as the tutor. Later on, the daughter's mother, Mrs. Park also
wanted an art therapist for her son. So she asked Ki Woo for the same and then, Ki Woo
called his sister Ki Jung to become the personal art therapist ‘Jessica’ for her son. After she
is done with her work, their driver dropped her to her house. When the driver returned back to
the rich family, the man, Mr. Park who is the owner of the rich house, had found lingerie in his
car when he was going to the office, which was dropped by Ki Jung purposefully. Then Mr.
Park had fired him from his job and appointed Ki Taek, father of Ki Woo as their new driver.
Ki Woo got to know from Da Hye that their maid is allergic to peach. So he poured peach
essence on her whenever he passed by. After seeing her health worsen by the family, they
have told her to take rest and hence, appointed Ki Woo's mother Choong Sook for the same.
Then comes a day when the Park family plans to go camping, therefore they have told
Choong Sook to take care of the house. In turn, Choong Sook calls her entire family to their
house to spend some luxurious and leisure time. They even went to a spare room below one
of the shelves where they saw the previous maid crying while looking at her husband who
was dying without any food and water. After they approach him, the conflict takes place
between them, leading to the death of the previous maid by pouring excessive peach
essence on her, which was followed by the return of the family from the camping.
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Immediately the rest of the Kim Family, except Choong Sook, escaped out of the house
without getting caught and ran to their own house. The Park family suspected someone’s
presence in the house by smelling a foul smell of a poor person, whereas Choong Sook
covered it up by saying it was a mess created by their pets. It was raining heavily when the
Kim Family had reached their house. They struggled a lot in taking the water out which had
flooded their entire house. Then comes a series of situations which was dramatic and drastic.
During the birthday of the rich family’s son, which was being celebrated happily and joyfully,
the husband of the previous maid had hit Ki Woo with a hard rock, invaded the party and
stabbed Ki Jung. In this way, he has created havoc which was being controlled by Ki Taek
and Mr. Park. In the end, Ki Taek himself kills Mr. Park and then he escapes from the city.
The story had a sad and a happy ending as well. After a few years, Ki Woo recovers from his
injury but he is unable to remember or recollect the things which have happened in the past.
Ki Jung dies. The Park family moves to another country to live. Ki Woo writes a letter to his
father as a request to him to return back to the city. And then, the house where the Park
family used to live, was now owned by the Kim Family.

After watching the movie, we came to know that Parasite is one of the eye opening and
captivating movies. It brings us down to the real world and shows how reality actually is
rather than showing us the world filled with fantasies. After watching this movie, it makes
people feel to take action or to do something in order to improve the situation of poverty and
reduce the gap between the rich and the poor. Based on Marxist ideology, we can see that
the Kim Family got exploited in many ways. They are not given a day or a week holiday in
order to spend some time with their family and if any member of the Kim family or the
previous workers of Park family, did a mistake, then they immediately expel them from work.
Due to this, we can see at the end that a series of mass killings happens among the workers
with each other and towards the Park family as well.

This movie bagged a lot of popular awards such as four Oscar Awards (first non English film
for best picture, best international film, best screenplay and best director), three Golden globe
awards (best director, screenplay and best foreign film) and four BAFTAs (best film, best
director, best movie not in English and best screenplay). Hence, making this non — English
movie , after India’s Slumdog Millionaire, famous worldwide.
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Title Tandav

Directed by Ali Abbas Zafar

Starring Saif Ali Khan, Dimple Kapadia, Sunil Grover, Mohd Zeeshan Ayyub,
Tigmanshu Dhulia, Gauhar Khan, Kritika Kamra, Annup Soni

Genre Thriller, Drama

Duration 27-39 minutes/episode, 9 episodes

Language Hindi

Release 15 January 2021

The web series Tandav is all about inner party politics. It also includes the role of college
students or the youth. This series shows how powerful the position of the Prime Minister is,
compelling people to do anything or everything in the quest for this chair. It reveals how
politicians use youth, media, police and other institutions of our country, to accomplish their
own interests. It gives us a glimpse of the politics that takes place in universities, especially at
the time of elections and how politicians use that for their own benefits. It also depicts
corruption in India.

The series starts with a farmers’ protest and in the coming episodes, it shows how politicians
target the protest by using police who further target minorities. In this series, the Prime
Minister (Devkinandan) dies and his son (Samar) wants to be the new Prime Minister. But
there are other senior party leaders aiming at the office as well, leaders who are much more
senior than Samar who had just entered the world of politics. This follows a suspense -
whether Samar becomes the Prime Minister or not. But there are things that could have been
better in the storyline, like for example, in the end, it is portrayed that lower caste men marry
upper caste women only to avenge the injustice that the society hurls at them. It further
shows the university professors in a negative light, one of them being a friend of Samar
Pratap and also being in a relationship with one of her students.

However, the dialogue writing was quite good, like the one delivered by Gurpal Singh, 'Sahi
or galat ke beech jo cheez aakar khadi ho jaati hai use rajneeti kehte hai'. The costume
designing was incredible, especially that of Samar Pratap (Saif Ali Khan), Anuradha Kishore
(Dimple Kapadia), and Maithili Saharan (Gauhar Khan).
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The topic that the series revolves around is a very critical topic in a country like India, where it
even resulted in many allegations like promoting enmity amongst different religious groups
etc. However, series or movies on topics like these are important as they make the citizens
aware about the techniques and tactics employed by politicians to win power and to make
people know how power-hungry politicians are and how their aim is just to make themselves
satisfied without any concern for others.

Those interested in politics should watch this series as it is somewhat inspired by the recent
happenings like the protest that happened last year against the Citizenship Amendment Act -
National Register of Citizenship (CAA-NRC). These protests saw large participation of
university students. However, not only those interested in politics, but each and every
individual is recommended to watch this series because politics affect all of the citizens in
some or the other way.
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Title Sairat

Directed by  Nagraj Manjule

Starring Rinku Rajguru, Akash Thosar, Nagraj Manjule, Tanaji Galgunde, Arbaz Shaikh
Genre Romance, Drama

Duration 2 hours 54 minutes

Language Marathi

Release 29 April 2016

‘Sairat' is a 2016, Marathi language film with the theme of a tragic love story. It is directed by
Nagraj Manjule and produced by Manjule himself, under his banner Aatpat productions along
with Nittin Keni and Nikhil sane under Essel vision productions and zee studios. Starring
Rinku Rajguru as Archana Patil and Akash Thosar as Parshya kale, the story revolves
around how they fall in love, enjoy being in love, their struggle to be together opposing their
unaccepting families, settling down with a new beginning and their tragic end. The central
theme of the movie is a heartwarming love story of the two protagonists Archi and Parshya,
both belonging to different castes. The director of the movie, Nagraj Manjule, who also
belonged to the so-called lower caste was inspired by the caste discrimination faced by him.
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Here, he tries to portray the central issue as caste. It's not about upper caste or lower caste.
It's about caste as a whole. The director also tries to dismantle the life long patriarchal belief.
Well, he tries to do so by empowering our female lead ‘Archi’. Here, Archi is depicted in such
a manner, as if trying to smash the society's rule of patriarchy. The story depicts the idea of
love being free from all constraints of being in a caste, class, gender, etc. Archi and Parshya
went to the same and studied in the same class and thus fell in love, the fact depicts purity.
It's natural and pure, people falling in love with each other's soul, it's natural not to see the
social background because souls do not have one, the society does.
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Sairat, unlike other movies of the same genre, captivates the viewer. The viewer intentionally
or unintentionally starts living in the characters. It's the art of the movie and the essence of
purity in the acting of the characters, that makes the viewer live in the movie, to feel just as
the characters are feeling. A viewer while watching the movie changes expressions several
times, making them find themselves in various situations. Every person at some point or the
other goes through the feeling of longing for someone, longing for a future they sometimes
fear to fulfill, longing for acceptance, longing for love and affection. In the movie, Parshya is
shown secretly loving Archi and how he runs through the whole village just to catch a glimpse
of her. The very first scene when they had their first eye-contact, it was so intense that it not
only captivates them but also us, i.e., the viewers.
From the very first scene the viewers are captivated and are made to feel longingness, the
ticklish feeling when Archi moves forward, the happiness they got together, the strength to
leave everything. The movie goes slow and savors every feeling that it portrays. It is often
said that, ‘eyes are windows to the soul’. Here, in the movie, when we see how Parshya
looked at sleeping Archi in the railway station, his eyes spoke everything he had unspoken,
deep in his heart he felt helpless and feared everything around.
Another thing that the movie depicts is that love isn’t a single entity, this small word encloses
the whole bunch of feelings. The protagonist couple here, Archi and Parshya, are in love but
in that they also show courage, bravery, craziness and also at a point of annoyance towards
each other. They started doubting each other baselessly. But we don’t blame them for it
because it's natural. Isn't it? They fight but come back together. As correctly said by Robert
frost in his poem ‘birches’—

‘earth's right place for love.’
And what's earth without the person you love so dearly for whom you left every luxury,
parents, family and everything which once meant enough. After creating that patience
amongst each other, they created a sense of responsibility as this is the essence of life and
growth. Just as they were settling in their life the so-called ego and anger of the society
destroys them, leaving the viewers in grave sadness. It's the feeling when one builds a house
for several years, collecting each brick to stand its walls, collecting every piece of love to
create it a home from a house, but then someone comes and breaks it in a span of a few
seconds. To our grave sadness it's not the only couple that suffers such a fate, it's many
more who dare to love in this cruel society, where caste, class, color, gender matters more

than one’s happiness.

A very beautiful theme that we didn't talk about yet is friendship. The movie portrays the
beautiful feeling of friendship. Here, Parshya’s two friends Pradeep and Salim help Parshya
and Archi elope from the village. They risk their own lives to help their dear friend Parshya. It
makes us remember how our friends will always be there no matter what situation. They also
encourage Parshya to not leave hope with Archi and keep trying. We were also amused at
how they kept trying to indicate Archi towards the letter Parshya had written to her. Correctly
as it is said,

‘A friend in need is a friend indeed.’
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The movie ends with bloody footprints of Tatya,
Archi and Parshya’s son. It symbolized not the end
but the beginning of such tragic ends. It pushes us
to think, ¥R HT AT 3HP?' and makes us
question, ‘WHY?’. The answer to which is never
justifiable.

The movie ends with bloody footprints of Tatya, Archi and Parshya's sone movie overall takes
us on a beautiful journey of feelings. Leaves us feeling everything, i.e., love, happiness,
sadness, anger, belongingness, abruptness.
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Title Bumm Bumm Bole

Directed by Priyadarshan

Starring Darsheel Safary, Ziyah Vastani, Atul, Rituparna Sengupta, Archana
Susheelan

Genre Drama, Family and Thriller

Duration 2h 5m

Language Hindi

Release Date 14 May 2010
Childhood, after all, is the first precious coin that poverty steals from a child.”

‘BUMM BUMM BOLE’ is a Hindi family movie, based on a 1997 Iranian family drama film
‘Children of Heaven'. It deals with the social issues and evils like poverty, unemployment,
terrorism and spoliation of debtee in the rural areas in contrast with the beautiful scenario of
hilly areas. It is a watchable film for both kids and adults.

When Meghalaya based Gogai attempts to molest and sexually abuse his female employee
Kalyani, her husband, Khogiram Maheshwar Gwala, also an employee intervenes and
intimidates him to shoot. Khogiram loses his job and is unable to find another one. Kalyani
does not make enough money weaving baskets, while their two children, Pinaki and Rimzhim
have to deal with their schools and also assist their parents.

Pinu loses his sister Rimzhin's shoes, so they both decide to share a pair of shoes until their
parents have saved enough money to buy a new one. Pinu participates in a marathon and
aims to get third position only to get the fixed prize of a pair of shoes but he could not.

Things get even worse after Gogai gets killed, and Inspector Vishwajeet Khatonyar detains
and interrogates Khogiram suspecting him of not only killing Gogai, but also having relations
with Terrorists.

Darsheel Safari as Pinaki, the main character of the story, has a great presence on the
screen and he keeps you engaged throughout the movie. He is a very hardworking, studious
and responsible boy as well as an affectionate and a caring brother, who tries to please her
sister in every possible way, and also protects and assists their parents who are struggling to
meet their needs.
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Ziya Vastani as Rimjhim steals the heart with her innocence and sweetness. She is a
domineering sister who constantly threatens his brother for losing her only pair of shoes. She
is adorable in the role and seized the whole scene.

The whole story revolves around two main characters, Pinaki and Rimzhim. Kids have played
their role beautifully and perfectly and have acted very naturally. It feels like being a part of
their life. Whenever there comes an emotional moment, the viewers may end up with tears in
their eyes.

The film projects that the people who are struggling to meet even their basic needs, don't
leave their honesty. But, on the other side, the character of Khogi’'s brother-in-law leaves a
message for the society and the government that how poverty and unemployment drag the
common and helpless people to get engaged in wrong deeds like, terrorism in the movie. It
projects the lack of faith of poor people in higher authorities when Khogi says ‘Ek duniya upar
wale ne banayi hai aur ek in vardi walon ne’ and even in God sometimes.

It projects the dreams and aspirations of common man who want to give better education and
life to their children but they can’t due to financial problems and instability they face. It
motivates the parents and the teachers to understand child psychology and cater to their
mental and emotional needs as well. The kids in the movie want to play, but their family
conditions and responsibilities don’t let them enjoy their childhood. In spite of limitations, Pinu
holds first position in the class. In one of the scenes, children are playing with bubbles, which
gives a feeling that children want to freely fly in the sky like the bubbles and we should let
them fly. This is an irony in the story of the movie.

The background of the whole movie projects that the society, now-a-days, is very busy with
their own business and how the poor families like that of Khogiram deals with these kinds of
issues. There is also one poor boy in Pinu's class. He comes late to school daily and always
had a reason behind that, but the teachers neither pay attention to them nor try to resolve the
issues so that they could concentrate on their studies.

The songs and the music of the movie are also good and they add to the sensitivity of the
issues. They project the mental status of Kalyani And Khogi when he was arrested, with the
lyrics ‘Jo hain aaj adhure... honge vo sapne poore..., chaye laakh nirasha... toote na mann ki
aasha...’

The movie lacks somewhere in the depiction of the ending of the story. The ending of the
story could have been better. The dramatization is excellent but the comedy scenes do not
match with the issues raised in the film. The advertisements of Horlicks and Adidas are totally
unwanted. There is nothing specific like climax which binds the viewers to watch the whole
movie with the same enthusiasm even though it is a thriller movie. There are some loopholes
in the movie like, the children chit-chat in their parent’'s presence, a teacher of a convent
school scolding children with abusive words, etc.

The movie gives a lesson to viewers to be happy in every situation and not to lose hope.
Overall, the movie is good and one must watch it to understand the social realities and
challenges faced by the people living in remote areas.
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‘This pandemic is a vivid manifestation of deeply trenched gender inequality
existing in our society.! Are women getting hit the hardest by the socio-

economic impacts of virus?

gg HgMR! g9R TS # faemm dfes srau=dar i mgdt @1 &1 Uk Ssaed
Ueh<EIehRUT 1 T a1y o aTfotes offefer g & Afgee a«9d saer gyaifaa

gl 1 82

2020 ¥ 3MU hifds-19 Al a9 SUET U9

TR fear:
AR AN § g2 giEd! Afge mHaR o= fhddt 7

afgera TR Ug @1 g1 Afgrst W &g dig &l
TE U 6T & SR 3m oft uga arern § wife
AfgdATd BHR THTST § ohs g oh M7 T fAFRR §
3R 30 HgMR & FRUT 39 vl § gieg
ST |

WY <hl Jfl;

e ATl | T8 SRdl ol goui ¥ A
31TehT ST & Jo! URAR # 99 & g e o=
g o Yo g9 deh &1 IRT o afgenst &
FW BT g1 08 # TR uRar di Afgarst &
I R gRaR & g e Seq ik Eg &

et avg &1 e o fAIeeR gt &1 84 | w19 9aft
TR § d¢ & 379 s 31 iR a=d U & Sl 1+
g aRar & Bos gewt & a1y 95 &1 &S gou
ATh SIS oh! T[T F=d] R Afgetrall IR Feprerd €
3T SR THgId & ok 39 WR fohedft off ag &t
{8 e AT STYATT §oh IS ) OO H I fodt
dRE Y ST8<T YT e 3rcafeies afd gt man
& | 39 HRUT AfgATst dl afd gRT ST 8k
IRRIAd I day T & forg fdawr € ofk 39

OIYUT T I8T TaTdl Ual & 141 g1 Al St
TR &5 H oIyl chich UHT 3R 31U+ URAR o
Oc Rl off, 31ST 39k T 9@ "= & STl
37R ohlg T TS T 8

1 T fagT ie:

U1 g ST & T Afgenstt & g &g oft R
Iqar &1 T 81 gran adifeh AqaR & T 9wy
URaR R | gid1 & SilR Afgarsii &l Surerar 99g
3Teh! TheATS T hedd | B Iell ofal g1 U9 H
9 ORAR & Tt Te™ AR R 7 81 g df 37
TR TS ohl 3R 37U chd T &1gT 96 71T &1 39h
IEATAT 8% 9T 3¢ R ! 9T ThIs 3R 1T 8
g1 TSt Afgarsit & T g wim g &t
AT &g T3 81 J=dl Sl 9grs, WY &I Sl s
3R TR P GRT B 99 HRal & T W 7T T &
3R 39 HRUT 9§ 3T+ AFS g ARG @WRT
3R faeprr uR oft e =18t € uT 6t 81

RE & Gy | Hf TSI 31E &1

37d: BifdS-19 HEHRI gHR WY 2wl & forg
& Tk Al gl g dfeth Ig AT oh Ui gARI
ufdagar ok #ma wRem & oft wdenm 81 &@
HEMRI = A1 Rk Afgernsii ol fgar ek a-ma & g
g ubd fGar g dfc Ieh! onfefar fMafRar oik
qMfAeh g AR Iafie ot oft gerar feam &1
Aditi, 3HB




Yes, certainly women have been the worst
sufferers in this pandemic. Given the
financial setback due to the nation-wide
lockdown, women were at the receiving end
of violence and abuse. This is reflected in
escalating cases of domestic violence,
suicide and comparatively more cases of
anxiety and depression amongst women.
Thus, they are getting hit the hardest by the
adverse effects of the pandemic.

Taniya, THB

It's obviously a yes. COVID-19 has been a
pandemic first of its kind. It has resulted in
millions of job losses, deaths, accompanied
by a shaking economy. Medically, women
were less affected in comparison to males.
This seems to reverse in case of socio-
economic impacts of the virus. Unpaid care
is enhanced with children and older people
locked within the four walls. There is an
increase in gender-based violence, which
has often compelled women to live with the
abusers, even disconnecting them from their
support networks. In relation to men, women
earn less, save less and eventually are
employed less in stable jobs. Their
proportion has been high in the informal
sectors which have witnessed the hardest
hit. Situation being worse for the developing
economies, where around 70% women are
employed in the informal sectors with no
social security and protection. Hence, the
economic shock seems tougher along with
social trauma for women.

Disha Somvanshi, 2HA
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JfFThIE AR & Mher fhfed Mwer &
YR Afgersil # AT UfaRierdh efAar gosl <l
T H AT giclt & 3R FHHT HRUT & G T
IS 7 g | fohg ITent ag daread Tl R
Afgenstt i AT 7 IR @GS g | 349
HEMRI A 58 Yo IR R 59 gfaen # @er o fear
g o Tar afged Wfga &2 gife 7egmrr &
SR W 7 the gl @ # Afgarst & ufd
TG TTdT, AT T ThEIhRUT S i e,
oo |t gEE enu | Afgarst f g ik
anfdfer AT R @ v IR Gig-T &1 dfeers
& R ISR F HH 14 & HROT BRI § ahelg
e h "I ATHA IHTY ITATh, B fedn, a= =
[T & fow g, o@e g4, onfe & A
g A & o1fdep 1 afgarst & Seert §
3R off gt g3, URAR & Bl & e &z,
U it ht T oIS T TIWOT YT, Ut AT
T R 891 &1 AR g, amfees a9ma mkiikes
UgdH & iy deet <eTd gU @ T, g !
Afged oft famr arem & et g2 fmard 1 onfife
WA § sheld! 3Et T8 fSaes et afgearen 6
A T IR R go1a g, Siftepdr ATHe | et
off Afgemrs & ¥W I HAR GHET @l 8l
Hifgar = U gl ot A1 f&@r o Jeap a1 v
gl 9T SR heTg St g8 erefchdl et ot
TR & A fore fovar mangers | ey, ek enfe
T AT AT US 8T &1 39 A8THRY A Ueh aR gH
R g8 7egd o ¢ o fugamr snft oft i
TR ST STg et fohy g7 € R R fay o forg
3R AFg Sifa & forg fiar o1 fawa § for fasg o
ST STeft SrTETeY Afgenai B § fhg Iht A
I ufd oft fohawr o €1 S R A&
afgereif & dR ddenl & uifad foear ST qen
ST @IS g8 TRAT Sl 3¢ aTId wrern Y| agn
Ty g, 99 a6l gRad-ig Afderdrsit &l
ST dXiehl T gy fhar Sy |

Nomita, 3HB




COVID-19 pandemic has made the situation
of existing gender inequalities worse. With
everyone staying home, the burden falls on
the head of the women to perform the
household chores which go unnoticed and
unacknowledged. Such domestic work is
exhausting and time consuming, thus
women do not get time for doing things
which they would like to do. It is considered
to be the duty of the women to look after
their families. Even for the working women,
the lockdown has made them compromise
between their professional works and
household works. While everyone is facing
various challenges, women are the one who
bear the brunt of social and economic
fallouts of COVID-19.

Rupali Joshi, 3HA

Women have always been on the frontline to
own the major share of deleterious blow of
every poor situation whether it is social,
political or economical. There is no doubt in
the fact that COVID-19 is a manifestation of
deeply trenched gender inequality in our
society. Women are engaged in the most
vulnerable jobs, and so they were the first to
lose their jobs. Sexual and verbal
harassments also increased in lockdown
behind the doors. Women don’t have as
good access to technology as men have.
They don't have access to adequate health
services. These predicaments add more to
their misery. Gender inequality is a
persistent issue in India which was there
even before the pandemic.
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This increased marginalisation of women
due to the inhumane pandemic, which has
flipped the progress made by women in the
preceding times.

Hence, there is a need to address the
problems of women which can only be done
by providing direct employment
programmes, making women employment a
priority in recovery programmes and
providing support to women who faced
domestic violence or harassment.

Preeti, THB

Indeed, pandemic has affected everyone in
one or the other way. However, women are
the most adversely affected during this
unprecedented time. Although women
benefited from the pandemic, their number
remains extremely scant. At this time, in
several regions women became the victims
of domestic violence, rape and assaults. Due
to complete lockdown, they became more
helpless, unable to share their feelings. The
National Commission for Women recorded
cases of domestic violence twice than
earlier. At economic level also, women faced
gender inequality since their proportion in
businesses, jobs and other economic works
is already less. Many women lost their job
because of their sex since it's assumed that
men are there to feed them. At grassroot
level, women didn’t get any support from the
male members, and thus, burdened them
largely in each and every aspect of life.

Jyoti Singh, 2HA



U g & A7 affd 3T & gdrfaes e
aTIRY HETHIRT o ThIRUT Ai1ch THIAT H g8 gl
% A 25 I RE WX d& U8 95d ¢
HEMRI & W91 & BRUT AU Uget oh Hehraet
TR R SR URAR i S@Tel FIT&T o 28! 8l
guA gAq | 3t gfeRegfea star sfear st
g, "g9 fUsd 25 auf & &Y oft v fpan &, @t Uah
gred § @l GehdT 2." | TSR 3R fAe & dich @
g Tohd €1 Afgad T AMAS 3R RS
@y 6 PR g Gerdl g1 rar ouifenr &
"HATfaeh 39 HY AfgATs U 3@l &l St R
9% 7T g, 399 1950 & GHYT ! «ilileh Fedl &
fh ¥ PR g & @I Uel g T §I8FR
HMRI ¥ Ugel Afgarsil a1 srddf-dh A goul
= fF T or at ggt o g 6 Afgemsit &
AR A & G¢ IMF TRA &F T4 B 37T dehaR
AfgeTd 3/ h1H R 9199 8t el «iie el g1 fadsr
& g 7o 7 smRepr # & arg gRul & qehrEet
TS ARG 65 §9IR Afgarsil 7 Aiepdt Bis &), 399
UG ST GehdT g foh 39 SUX @1 hi saTaT
e oft oflk 39 forg i3 @l ur."|

Kirti, 2HB

It is always the vulnerable section that is hit
the hardest in times of crisis and also, it is
this vulnerable section whose condition is
often 'not considered to be a priority’
Reports suggest that the brunt of
inadequate infrastructure leading to ill-
equipped healthcare employees, is faced by
women who are nurses and primary care
providers in hospitals; thus likely to catch
covid-19.

With women and especially men at home,
there is a downfall in cases of rape but a
100% increase in the bar of domestic
violence is visible as women are struck with
their perpetrators in the lockdown. As in
those homes where everyday, non-physical
friction exists, the chances of that
converting into emotional and physical
abuse is high.
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Now, with lots of people at risk of losing
their jobs and with an already existing
unequal status at the workplace, women
employees are more concerned as they
know they will be the first who will let go off.
Ishita Goyal, 3HA

It is detrimental to see the ongoing crisis
through the lens of gender. The virus, once
again overlaid on our existing hierarchies,
and returning us to traditional power
imbalances. The pandemic has created such
circumstances for women, which in turn is
reversing the limited progress that has been
made. Women are bearing the brunt of the
economic fallout and taking on a greater
share of domestic work and childcare. Not
only this, but also the pandemic triggered a
rise in cases of domestic violence. The
International Rescue Committee called
gender-based violence the “shadow
pandemic” and said that the global response
to Covid-19 had largely failed to protect
women and girls. Since the majority of
women are still not independent, and there
is a lack of access to resources and
technology for them, their tribulations
become even more. Thus, it is vital that
policy response must be structured around
rebuilding economies and societies in ways

that empower women to lead safe,
productive and fulfilling lives.
Nandita, 3HA



gh=H, 39 HEMRI 2 JHNT § ST Afeh IHT
T TEd @TE & 39 ofik oft mew aw Ram 21z A
7-8 e &Y RUld, g6 aardt & foh fdhsed &
foh avE TTsfoRal &l UeTs R ey SUTaT 3R UsT
g1 UTHor &5 7 41% & e aIsfchdl ol fea |
hael 1 9 d hiF dalA ohl SIATT g1 gRarom
ol Ueh digeh! STl & foh I8 ®iF sdferg 8t e
Fifch Mg aradl ol AT & foh wiF § asfaat
CUESSIGIN.

3nffer grerd & at g # 17 fafoe ofixd
ERIEENRIERE]
Jyoti Raghav, THA

Yes, indeed. Women already had tons of
responsibilities. But after this pandemic,
responsibilities have multiplied. Further,
cases of domestic violence and sexual
abuse increased multiple times during the
pandemic. This virus outbreak has adversely
affected the mental as well as reproductive
health of women. Due to the lockdown and
constraints from abusers, several women
could not even file their complaints and
remain unheard. LOCKDOWN BECAME
LOCKUP FOR THEM!

Vasundhra Vishwakarma, 1THB

COVID-19 has affected both men and
women. We can say that it has affected
women more than men as during the
lockdown women faced increased domestic
violence. In lower socio-economic
households where women are not well-
educated and independent, the burden of
taking care of the family increased. With no
time for themselves, they were
overburdened physically as well as mentally.
In economic terms, we can say that it has
affected both men and women in almost the
same manner.

Uroosa, THB
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Gender inequality in our society is a verity
and the pandemic has accentuated the
senesces problem. Inequality is itself a virus,
which spreads from one sphere to another
sphere of society, mutates and produces a
domino effect; similarly, women and their
empowerment getting affected by the
pandemic is one such manifestation. Young
women involved in academics are vastly
affected by the pandemic leading to
lockdown, where classes moved to digital
platforms. Demography shows that
households which are poor or can't afford
more than one device, give preference to the
studies of male child, and female students
on an average are engaged in household
work in peak hours of study. Women who
are part of the workforce continue to suffer
to a greater extent than men. As per the
analysis of Mckinsey global report, women
are more vulnerable to Covid -19 economic
effects,and thus leading to gender
disparities. Study estimates that female job
loss rates owing to pandemic are about 1.8
times higher than male job loss rates
globally. Women make global employment
upto 39% of the global employment, but
account for 54% of overall job losses. There
is no exact data for women involved in the
unorganized sector, indicating skewed
gender scenarios. Another problem of
double burden has always been a double
edged sword for women in patriarchal
society. This lockdown has affected their
performance, and the boundary between
personal and professional life has gone as
blurry as boundaries can get which has
affected women personally , academically
and professionally.

Sumaiya, 3HA



It's not unknown that women throughout the
world, in most of the societies, are not
treated well. The pandemic has snatched
away freedom, especially of those women
who are indulged in domestic work. Men,
who now work from home or have become
unemployed, have started interfering
adversely in their domestic lives. There has
been a rampant increase in domestic
violence. Thus, women are indeed getting hit
the hardest.

Sirat Bhalla, 3HA

One of the vulnerable sections of the society
in terms of facing exploitation is women.
They have been victims of heinous acts in
the name of cultural traditions, family
reputation etc. In this pandemic, we again
observed deeply trenched gender inequality
, Which we are continuously trying to hide in
the name of modernity. As The Hindu;2020
,stated that ," In 2020 between March 25 and
May 31, 1,477 complaints of domestic
violence were made by women. This 68-day
period recorded more complaints than those
received between March and May in the
previous 10 years". Women must be trained
mentally and physically to revert back to the
prevailing conservative notion since their
childhood.

Poornima Sharma, 3HA
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The onset of Covid-19 pandemic has
worsened inequality between men and
women in terms of income and time,
especially in India given their roles in society
as ‘“breadwinner men" and “caregiver
women." Women already do more unpaid
care work than men. Cultural traditions
dictate that women are the first to
experience hunger when resources are in
short supply - even in normal times, Indian
women consume nutrient-rich foods less
frequently than men. Women and girls have
unique health needs, but they are less likely
to have access to quality health services,
essential medicines and vaccines, maternal
and reproductive health care, or insurance
coverage for routine and catastrophic health
costs, especially in rural and marginalized
communities. Thus, COVID-19 pandemic
poses devastating risks for women and girls
in fragile and conflict-affected contexts.
Simran, 3HA



Argumentative India

Is it justified for nation states to secure doses of vaccines for their own
citizens and prioritise the local market before making them available to the

global market?

T 9§ AY AT ZRT U ARTRI & forg depl 6t @R1es ot RIS e oiR
df Y IoTR i A=A Uy TR | Ugd VI II9TR ot urdffendr 4 & A

3 g?

No, it is certainly not, as we live in a highly
globalized world where emphasis is on
multilateralism and one should not think of
securing one's own motives, without caring
about others. It isnt justified not just out of
moral obligation, but also to ensure that
eradication of the disease is not unequal
throughout the world. If the information
about the virus and the process of finding its
cure wouldn't have been done through
global cooperation, then maybe the results
would not have been as effective as they are
now. Problems need to be faced together
and challenges need to be encountered
together. National boundaries should not
become the basis for vaccine distribution,
rather it should be on the basis of groups
under high risk of getting infected, like
frontline workers, elderly population and
other vulnerable groups. Teamwork leads to
winning championships, and this is also a
championship for which the world should
come together as one and fight.

Taniya, THB

Whether it is justified or not, depends on a
particular country. We can say that it is not
justified for India, as being one of the largest
producers of pharmaceuticals, our country
bears the responsibility to fulfill

the requirements of the world while taking
care of our own needs. We can provide
vaccines in our country first - to front line
workers and people who are at high risk of
getting severely affected by the virus. Then,
we can provide vaccines to other countries
who cannot afford it for free or at a
subsidized rate as it is our social
responsibility.

Uroosa, THB

st , faegper ag 3R & foh Ra ugat s 3 &
ATTReRT dhl IR &, fhe a8 qE’f &l Aeg A &
IR # G | YRA AN 9 gt "agAT pgrach’ chl
Hifq 7 w=R1 @ € dAfch YRAT TRBPR &1 0UH
3R T Agayul & URdEl & fog desi=
IuAe HIAT & | oI YRATT TRpR Fglt Ay off
Bl &1 919 B 919 3R g9 fuse Al & st
o 3G o e A g 9 G & eex 20 A
T aht derf a7eft dah o7 bl & SR dariiae
T 1 37+t oft IR 81

oI aRE 319 STer gears STgrst # AT e 3@ Bid &
dt amuert g @ Sirar g fob uget eru= see it
Ot 9id R gERl Y FgradT eI g8l w39
9T RA & 8T & I8 Uget AT Tl hl TR
PR IGT g1 dd dg STed USH UR 3= ATl &l oft
T ITeTs) T ohi Hifel 47 8T &1 i foh g9
goft ST €, 39 AR & &1 § 9Rd U affeh
% & ©U | I &1 YRd 4 39 AgMRI & &7 o
ARG HI Agg hl ATl IT FEseHIaTRIG A
caeicH &




1 81 81T 81 & §H1R St a7 sfieient 7 off yRa
T AT fohaT § aaifch YRA o 38 5 a1 dadi=
& oty Ry §1 var fiegpa 781 § fh vRa 3
et et deh chaer ficiahT @l ITA TS &l
sficienT YR 9 dadfi= U & aTelT 3MMadi 42T
T8I

Jyoti Raghav, THA

Seems like a war in the international domain
of idealism vs. realism. Making the vaccine
easily available at the global market seems
ethical, whereas prioritising it for the local
market is definitely practical. But for me,
vaccine nationalism undermines the firm
principles of global village which has been in
prevalence from around a century ago.
Western nations, ahead in innovation
sciences, have an edge, whereas many
Asian and African nations are deprived of
even basic medicinal equipment. India has
been a major critic of vaccine stockpiling in
the UN. Europe again seems to be in
dispute, with Brexit and Britain's
AstraZeneca,thus curtailing more than half
of the EU vaccine doses. America is more
divisive than ever before. Hence, this
pandemic might turn the global leadership
upside down with a new rise for the Orients
in the time.

Disha Somvanshi, ZHA
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Coming up with an effective vaccine against
Sars-Cov-2, the virus causing Covid-19 is a
big challenge, taken on by many agencies
around the world. “Vaccine nationalism” by
no means is justified on the grounds that
nations should prioritize their own people in
these perilous times. Viruses know no
boundaries, and prioritizing own citizens
does not immune them from the problem,
but viruses actually mutate and can affect
vaccinated people also.

Chief Scientist at the World Health
Organization (WHO), Soumya Swaminathan
raised the need to have a multilateral or
global approach to vaccine deployment and
distribution, rather than a more nationalistic
approach. She has said, Noting that the term
“vaccine nationalism” was being used to
describe the fact that many countries are
only thinking about their own population,
“The argument we are making is that the
virus is everywhere in the world and it would
be impossible for the world to go back to
normal, and for the economy to recover if
only pockets of people are protected...”
Countries scrambling to be the first to
inoculate their populations will achieve little
if others go unvaccinated. If we were to
vaccinate only those countries that bought
up the majority of the supplies of the
vaccine, it would mean the virus would
continue to rage in other non-vaccinated
countries. We have already seen just how
quickly and efficiently this virus can mutate
when allowed to ravage unchecked through
populations anywhere.

Sumaiya, 3HA



Securing vaccines for self and localisation
of the vaccine is not justiciable. A pandemic,
this worst has never been witnessed before.
We are well aware of the fact, at what level
this pandemic has caused destruction when
it comes to the life of an individual. Coming
up with the vaccine has been such a long
process. So, this time, all the countries
should come together. And, if a country has
come up with it, it should manufacture it on
a full scale, keep it for its own people and
simultaneously transfer it to the other
countries. Well, this is what India is also
doing right now. | think both the things can
be done simultaneously. It's just that
production should be done on a really large
scale. This pandemic has been hitting
human beings hard. It has shown how
furious the environment around us can be. It
is the time of showing humanity. So, if any
country is finally able to come up with the
vaccine, it should secure it for itself and
simultaneously transfer it to the developed
countries and poor countries as well.

Rupali Joshi, 3HA

et af § goft TE-Ig Fifds-19 St AgmRY
T 527 36 & | Foreen shRuT hatet & 39 Jgmt 9
TehiAd gY & YT s 1@ aNT h! Hg SiElT g@g
e &1 AT R %7 ol 3T U 38T 81 T fomedt
U ¥ KA el &1 T8 fasy smuraenrer i ff g,
fored ot Agraifen oft arom AmTRent ot Tt wWrea
HaTg USH e H el A1 88 8, U A @
fagy g O oft Ay wfdfom & o @y
GaTe Sraferes HASIR &1 39 AT A aeft &t =i
A &e o fear 81 08 ° TR deriter fAwfor ref 7
aoft & oft g€ & ofR Thetargder e deiiet
aaTdaTet R & fog dor o Ran mar &
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$I GUw d AT HET WHY TR A
TR &A1 I &, 379 ATTIRE! b 81T AT
T4 AT 9 g, fohg asftanvor & 39 T A STef @
ey gap afges ma & U F 39 uRfAfT F T g,
TGl TXHRI T T Fag oft g9a1 & 59 Tt A
HEMRY & TshH0T T & Afe g, g & Afdeh
I, Wy giAumd HASIR gl 31 9 & HAsik
g o9 P ol 7 off 9grdT @ 9ganT uee
& glefifeh 36 He I @ W1 fay St 261 @ fohg
3G d2 ol ot THRT T8 A7 Gehar foh g Ot U8
Ty off § o9 depdor Sifds ards g ofik ST
& &S & Uk hgrad & "agad Hiasd "

Nomita, 3HB

No to vaccine nationalism, yes to global
cooperation. In my opinion, it is not justified
for a nation to secure vaccines only for its
citizens while leaving the global population
behind. Health is intrinsic to humans.
Securing vaccines for just citizens will not
only project an increased selfish nationalist
tendencies of the democratic world, but also
spell a blot on humanity. Vaccine
distribution at global level will inculcate the
spirit of global development, global growth
and global cooperation. Injecting the jabs in
the world market is also necessary as it will
help the least developed and poor countries
to have access to vaccines. Hence, there is
a need for coordinated global efforts in
bringing Covid-19 under control. The
combined key of unity, cooperation and
coordination can unlock the gates of a
healthy tomorrow. It will be a well-
appreciated move for any nation. No nation
should be left behind because we are living
in a global village. Vaccination should not be
perceived as a battle, but should be
visualized as a fight against the virus at the
global level.

Preeti THB



Covid- 19 crisis is no longer a domestic
problem. With increasing connectivity and
global connection, the solution to come out
of these unprecedented times, has to be
resolved at a global level. Vaccine
nationalism doesn’t seem to be a long term
solution in this inter- connected world, where
the health of every citizen depends on the
health of every other citizen in the world.
The emergence and rapid spread of new
variants have demonstrated what global
health experts warned all along: ‘that none
of us is safe until everyone is safe.'" By
following the policy of vaccine nationalism,
it is assumed that each country is
responsible for the safety and well being
only of those living within its territory, not
abroad. However, their own citizens are
unsafe unless citizens outside aren't safe.
Thus, good international cooperation on
vaccine policy is what is needed amongst
the countries.

Nandita, 3HA

In the current circumstances, it is justified
for a country to save and secure vaccine
doses for its citizens as circumstances are
parlous. Being a realist here is better
because citizens are the first priority of any
nation-state. As citizens are the national
assets, it is the duty of the nation to protect
them. A nation-state must help others in
such an awful condition, but not at the stake
of their own citizens. Supplying vaccines in
local markets before the global market is
not an offense. Although, countries are
continuously making vaccines available both
at local and global markets, which is a great
approach to be taken by the countries
producing vaccines, and India can be seen
as a good example of it.

Jyoti Singh, 2HA
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IS T UAH I£T M0 ANRGT & IfdwrRl @
STig chl GRef 3T 81 Ui 31T fasg & |afY =i
& 9= AfdehdT T T I8 U @S g T B
8T Ueh % Tuft 320 ol 39 HEERT & fAvg
U ATTRET & WU I & AT @, dal guel
WF aff TR W AFGdr & 9o ag gt
il o1 fgd off it 32 & [oHeRT g1 o H
S 3T s oM 3 39 HgMRl & fEamw
T ® therar g1 &l & dt T 98T FaTd
Tg ¢ & a1 371 qarsal &t AfYe STl | St &
TS IT Ugel 31U TN IroTRl § 39 faafkd e
STT ST T YR AfHa st a1g gl

Ifch 3 TaTgdl I IATGH 3T AfAH -8l & b
39 W g 3fYah ST SIoTRI § IUTs] Sh™T Sl
9% 3afey S 78 ¢ [ uds 31 g8 gAfga
& foh 37 Tarsal &1 IR SR IH= fIavor &t
Tah| AT Bl <7 5 WY FNIRI dah Jifid &
& At 56 Ry &Y UE 997 e 59 gher @
afa ® Surt, g aRkomw samag ghml
gafely WHR &t ag R wer g & ag
37U 33T & S aHal, gl SiR Sl T ETenThRuT
gfAfga o ok Iry gt Affes IRl 7 oft g¢ft =g
&1 fIaRoT Qare w9 9 gl arfeh =1 af &g oft 3
39 gargal O dfad g SR 77 &t 59 affep dR W
SOMe] Y S 9 & & SMidRe @y
gfarematt & st Myl

Aditi, 3HB

Yes, first state should serve the people of
the country. It is justified to give priority to
own citizens as it is the duty of the
government of the country to serve the
nation and provide security and protection to
the people as mentioned in Directive
Principles of State Policy. State s
accountable to its citizens and thus, we hold
a sense of trust in the state to protect us.
Siddhi, 3HA



The first priority of the state is their own
citizens, their needs, safety and lives.
Likewise, every state should prioritize their
own citizens over anything. Once they have
met their internal needs, then they can think
of helping other nation states. So, it is totally
justified for nation states to prioritize their
own citizens over world citizens.

Jyoti, 3HA

o fRae @ o1 fay affe R w gat st
TR Y 0T § AT g3 ¢ af HR ST 327 i
aUYH 04 R ARG & IR F FreAr
13T, R afYer TR wR| ifer o9 s+ 3ar i
g #orga ghft ,asft g9 gEr a1 & Tgrrar aR
TG IBHLMT &l dRE YR JIUH 0+ IR H =7
9 R R fasyg & IR | GiadT1 § St del AT el
39 WHT A & U ag @aw §9 gohdT gl
e TR R 59 T F T Toft 21 s =T
NIRRT T &7 & forg de—ila a9 & gig & ot
g & dl Ug IehT Shalcd I1d1 ¢ foh @8 31U+ W
ATRERT <h! REAT o TR H FaAUUH A | fh ITahr
dfYeh TR TR YR & | T 91 df 9 ¢ fh g8
ot &Y TR AT AT | U STd §H S04 3179
Wl 39 AgER 9 =7 uradr aoft Ot g9 AT
Ggradr &R ggn gdifere auff e reut @1 Og
hacd 9d1 ¢ b I8 GAUYH U+ RIHIG AN
& IR # I 3R 37 Sita ot TRIET | 3T
T &1 g7 ST anl i 3&m dt el g g g
afYeh TR TR 31T 320 oh! erIdT T ot T &
ifch AhTd 9 9 3MTRAR §H Ueh ARG g+
Bl el gl A Uohd | ITg U &1 dg 31T &2 h
ATReR Y AT g TR Site Sie R I gRfga
T T IATYRR JIRT &

Kirti, 2 HB

&H 9 ST ST 81 8 fos STt 2020 g9R forg aga
B! gfauTsieh 9Tl 8T 81 IR 91 8 ShRHAT fodRt
a1 g FEMRI 7 A TR W FieIH H4T T B
PITIS-19 Teh WD SHIRT & ST g af<hd] i
S & gehl 81
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zgferg goft 221 fAeia 39 dWRt & die # & gu
21 g 220 Y HIfAS-19 &1 ST T3 H Therd]
e g8 ,h3 211 <l Agd 37 9 @1 Urg | hifde-19
& S deRitT T ° s Otherdr urd &Y €
3% 39! [dadid e Rl AT T ATHAT AT
TS @ &1 3T St oft St sardt - w6t g, 39
A s A s d @ @ g AT A F
TSTTRRT ettt foh ag 3O A1 3¢, I THR gRT Sit
EYenT UgATAT ST 3@T ¢ 98 Ieh! grem & fag g -
fop 31k @ar & forg

HITg8-19 & Eleh &l dfYeh TR TR Ug=rl ST
qIigy difch Gt <20 I 3TehT @197 UT gl Tg
AR fehdt Ten 31 # 81 & foh 99 oA =g R
ot ga Stor gt sum | afees ag ot fimr & s
goft 331 | theft &, ST Tft & g @d=T 99 Gahd!
£l HIfTe-19 & Je-ftT R gt T RER EF &, W
S AT I9TR & 3R S8 Ug dadiH & & wirg ot
gg i Goft aa ugaHT Hieha ghm ™
FNTR I 39 JGHIT il A &I el TRBR &l
8T AT ART:-

o RYHIT JTSTRI &l a9 SUTe] Adeld o1 I il
gl T8 AT A9 & foIU gge S ¥ 1 g
TG |

o R IIoTRI & ahis ot st et & af ag Tanett
oft §99 T §1 IR TR R IR H 318
O TR Tohrar oft o Swft S SHar @
Wrey & 91y f[Q&earg ghm|

o WM IR # YR [F &I S|l 38
U & foIq 7ot dich SAHTT dhett| 98 39ch folg
Reygaai®t oft 311 S =g IoRE # i A
I HHAR! €, I AT H 3T 38 foiferat &
grert | &7t 3R a8 g9 1| @I deh 3if¥eh 3¢ WR
IJUcTe] T |

dfi Affe TR w & o =gy forae Toft
afth &l g aF ®U & Iuaey gl AWHR 38
ST &l IR hIEId R Iusy el [Sad
el a1 g St AT 3/ 8T WG Tohd I8 Srad
HIHd IR IUAsY BT TRAR Jadi o I aqT
STICT ShT TRETT & I1Y i REerars gl il 3K
ST ! TR TR Q=T farsymey oft €1

Mansi, 3HB
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Priminda Abe Mutuva, 2HA



MCartoons

They oll are staying out of their home
as {qarricrs corena to profect vs.
Let as stay hiome o profect Ehem.
|__Stop CoVip-19 # Stay Home 3t Save Luves

Aditi Sharma, 2HA

Taniya, THB



STUDENTS!

ACHIEVEMENTS

ARTICLE SECTION
COMPETITION

1st- Poornima Sharma &
Sirat Bhalla
2nd- Disha Somvanshi
Spl. mention- Neha Bhati &
Taniya

POETRY SECTION
COMPETITION

1st- Neha Bhati, kabhi toot
kar bikhar
2nd- Anshul, mehnat se
seenche sapno ki

MOVIE REVIEW
COMPETITION

1st- Aarti, Muskan, Ishika

2nd- Priminda

BOOK REVIEW
COMPETITION

1st- Sumaiya
2nd- Ishika 1st yr

CARTOON SECTION
COMPETITION

1st- Priminda
2nd- Priya and Taniya
Spl. mention-Aditi Sharma

BIGG BOSS
COMPETITION

Ishika Ohlan (Captain)
Samridhi Hooda, Nandita,
Vandana, Lakshi (Members)
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You may shoot me with your words,
you may cut me with your eyes,
you may Kkill me with your hatefulness,
but still, like air, I'll rise...

- Maya Angelou
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