Online NEP Orientation Session for Optional Courses, 26" November 2025

The Heritage — The History Association organised an online orientation session on the National
Education Policy (NEP) for Optional Courses of Semesters 2, 4, and 6 on 26 November 2025.
The session was conducted with the objective of familiarising students with the structure,
objectives, and academic expectations of the optional courses offered under the NEP
framework. The orientation was conducted by Dr Akanksha Kumar and Mr. Shivam Sharma.
The speakers provided a comprehensive overview of the NEP’s emphasis on flexibility,
multidisciplinary learning, and skill-based education, situating the optional courses within
these broader pedagogical goals. Detailed explanations were offered regarding course outlines,
learning outcomes, assessment patterns, and credit structures for the courses of the respective
semesters.

Dr. Akanksha Kumar highlighted the academic relevance of the optional courses, encouraging
students to make informed choices based on their interests and long-term academic or career
plans. Mr. Shivam Sharma focused on practical aspects, including evaluation methods, internal
assessments, and the integration of research and experiential components within the courses.
The session was interactive, allowing students to raise queries related to course selection,
workload management, and progression across semesters. Overall, the orientation proved to be
informative and reassuring for students, helping them navigate the NEP framework with greater
clarity. The programme reflected The Heritage — The History Association’s commitment to
academic guidance and student-centric initiatives.
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" Janki Devi Memorial College
University of Delhi
Heritage - The History Association
under the aegis of IQAC
presents an
Online NEP Orientation Session
for
Optional Courses of Sem II, IV and VI

Resource Persons:

Dr Akanksha Kumar Mr Shivam Sharma
Assistant Professor Assistant Professor
Department of History & Department of History
Janki Devi Memorial College Janki Devi Memorial College

Date: 26th November 2025
Time: 6 pm
Platform: Google Meet
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Dr. Abhinav Mishra Dr. Kush Kumar Gayasen
Dr. Md. Khurshid Alam z
Dr. Akanksha Kumar IQAC Co-ardinator
Dr. Shweta Singh Dr. Nirmal Kumar

Ms. Anuradha Goswami Dr. Kailash Rani Dr. Tara Sheemar Dr. Shiwani Burnwal Prof. Swati Pal
Teacher Co-ordinators Association In-Charge Teacher In-Charge Deputy IQAC Co-ordinator Principal



Workshop on “Data Collection and Field Work Report”, 11%" November 2025

The Heritage — The History Association organised a workshop on “Data Collection and Field
Work Report” on 11 November 2025, with the objective of familiarising students with the
theoretical and practical dimensions of field-based research. The workshop was aimed at
enhancing students’ understanding of data collection techniques and strengthening their ability
to translate field experiences into structured academic reports. The workshop was conducted
by Dr Nupurnima Yadav, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Delhi School of
Economics, University of Delhi. Dr. Yadav began the session by outlining the significance of
fieldwork in the social sciences, emphasising its value for generating empirical insights and
grounding theoretical arguments in lived realities. She discussed different methods of data
collection, including interviews, surveys, participant observation, and the wuse of
questionnaires, highlighting their respective advantages and limitations.

A key focus of the workshop was on maintaining ethical standards during fieldwork, such as
informed consent, confidentiality, and reflexivity. Dr. Yadav also provided practical guidance
on note-taking, organising field data, and presenting findings coherently in the form of a
fieldwork report. Attention was given to linking data with research questions and existing
literature to ensure analytical depth. The session was interactive, with students raising
questions related to field challenges and report writing. Overall, the workshop was highly
informative and contributed significantly to developing students’ research skills, reaffirming
The Heritage — The History Association’s commitment to experiential and methodologically
sound learning.
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Online Workshop on Dissertation Track for Fourth-Year Students, 3 November 2025

Heritage — The History Association organised an Online Workshop on the Dissertation Track
for Fourth-Year students on 3 November 2025, with the aim of guiding students through the
conceptual, methodological, and practical dimensions of writing a history dissertation. The
workshop was designed to address the specific academic needs of 4" -year students who are
required to undertake independent research as part of their programme. The workshop was
conducted by Dr Abhinav Mishra, who focused on familiarising students with the overall
structure and expectations of a history dissertation. The session emphasised on the importance
of clarity of argument, coherence of structure, and critical engagement with both primary and
secondary sources.

Dr. Mishra also discussed methodological issues such as source selection, archival research,
and the ethical use of evidence. Practical guidance was offered on proposal writing, citation
practices, and managing timelines, helping students understand how to plan and sustain long-
term research work. The workshop further highlighted common challenges faced by students,
including narrowing down themes and maintaining analytical focus, and suggested strategies
to overcome them. The session was interactive, with students actively participating and seeking
clarifications regarding their individual research interests. Overall, the workshop proved to be
highly beneficial, equipping fourth-year students with essential tools and confidence to
undertake their dissertation work effectively, while reinforcing Heritage — The History
Association’s commitment to academic mentoring and research-oriented learning.
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10t Dr. Vijay Nath Memorial Lecture, 27" October 2025

Heritage — The History Association organised the 10th Dr. Vijay Nath Memorial Lecture on
27 October 2025, continuing its tradition of commemorating the scholarly legacy of Dr. Vijay
Nath through engagements with cutting-edge historical research. The memorial lecture series
serves as an important academic platform for dialogue on themes central to early Indian history,
culture, and historiography. The theme for this year’s lecture was “Myth, Memory and Place-
making in Early Kashmir”, delivered by Prof. Shonaleeka Kaul, Centre for Historical Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University. In her lecture, Prof. Kaul explored the complex interrelationship
between mythological narratives, collective memory, and the construction of sacred and
political landscapes in early Kashmir. Drawing upon literary texts, inscriptions, and spatial
traditions, she demonstrated how myths were not merely stories but active agents in shaping
historical consciousness and place-making processes.

The lecture highlighted methodological approaches that move beyond rigid distinctions
between myth and history, instead emphasising memory as a dynamic force in historical
production. Prof. Kaul’s nuanced analysis offered valuable insights into early Kashmir’s
cultural and intellectual world, while also raising broader questions relevant to the study of
early South Asian histories. The session concluded with an engaging interaction between the
speaker and the audience. Overall, the lecture was intellectually enriching and reaffirmed
Heritage — The History Association’s commitment to fostering rigorous historical scholarship
and academic dialogue.
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Movie Screening of Antarjali Yatra, 9" October 2025

Heritage — The History Association organised a special screening of the acclaimed Bengali
film Antarjali Yatra on 9 October 2025 as part of its efforts to use cinema as a pedagogical tool
for understanding history, society, and culture. The event aimed to encourage faculty members
and students to engage with visual narratives as historical texts that open up discussions on
social practices, belief systems, and marginalised voices.

Antarjali Yatra, directed by Gautam Ghosh, is set in nineteenth-century Bengal and offers a
powerful critique of patriarchal customs and ritualised violence, particularly the practice of
burying widows alive along riverbanks. The screening provided the audience with an
opportunity to reflect on the intersections of history, gender, religion, and reform, as well as
the role of cinema in representing historical realities with sensitivity and depth. Following the
screening, a discussion session was conducted by faculty members Dr Tara Sheemar, Dr
Akanksha Kumar, Dr Nirmal Kumar and Dr Abhinav Mishra. The discussants highlighted the
historical context of the film, drawing connections with nineteenth-century social reform
movements and debates around widowhood, caste, and agency. They also examined the
cinematic language of the film, including symbolism, narrative structure, and the use of
landscape as a historical metaphor.

The discussion was interactive, with participants raising questions about the limits and
possibilities of cinema as a source for historical understanding. Overall, the event was
intellectually engaging and underscored the value of interdisciplinary approaches in history
teaching. The screening reaffirmed Heritage — The History Association’s commitment to
innovative pedagogical practices that combine historical inquiry with cultural analysis.
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Career Counselling Session, 17" September 2025

Heritage — The History Association of Janki Devi Memorial College, under the aegis of IQAC,
successfully organized a Career Counselling Session for students on 17th September 2025 in
room no 12. The session was led by Mr. Aman Kapoor, an experienced Digital Skills Mentor
from IIDE — The Digital School, Asia’s leading institute for Digital Marketing.

Mr. Kapoor delivered an insightful and engaging lecture that covered the following key
highlights:

o Crafting a Job-Winning Resume for Freshers: Practical strategies for structuring, designing,
and customizing resumes to stand out in job applications.

e Resume Do’s and Don’ts: Guidance on avoiding common errors and adopting professional
best practices.

e Building an All-Star LinkedIn Profile: Step-by-step techniques for optimizing LinkedIn
profiles for better visibility and professional networking.

e Creating Engaging Content on LinkedIn: Tips on content ideas and strategies to enhance
digital presence and networking success.

The session was highly interactive, as students asked several questions about career pathways
in digital marketing, skill development, and interview techniques. Mr. Kapoor patiently
addressed each query, offering real-world insights and motivating students to take initiative in
their professional journeys. The event concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by the student
team, expressing gratitude to the resource person, faculty members, and all participants. The
Career Counselling Session successfully fulfilled its objective of enhancing students’
understanding of professional readiness and digital skill development. The active participation
of students, the presence of all faculty members, and the smooth management by the student
organisers made the event a resounding success.
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Pedagogy Workshop, 14™" August 2025

Heritage — The History Association organised a pedagogy workshop for its faculty members
on 14 August 2025, with the objective of encouraging critical reflection on history teaching
and fostering innovative classroom practices. The workshop brought together distinguished
historians and educators whose work has significantly shaped contemporary historical
scholarship and pedagogy. The sessions were conducted by Prof. Salil Misra, Ambedkar
University, Delhi; Prof. Saifuddin Ahmad, University of Delhi; and Prof. Aniruddh Deshpande,
University of Delhi. Each speaker addressed different dimensions of pedagogy, drawing upon
their extensive research and teaching experience.

Prof. Salil Misra focused on the relationship between historiography and classroom practice,
emphasising the need to introduce students to debates, methods, and the politics of knowledge
production rather than treating history as a fixed narrative. Prof. Saifuddin Ahmad discussed
strategies for engaging students with social and cultural histories, highlighting the importance
of interdisciplinarity and the use of diverse sources to make history more inclusive and
accessible. Prof. Aniruddh Deshpande reflected on teaching modern and contemporary history,
stressing critical reading, archival sensibility, and the pedagogical value of connecting
historical themes to present-day concerns.The workshop was interactive in nature, with faculty
members actively participating in discussions and sharing classroom experiences. Overall, the
event proved to be intellectually enriching and pedagogically stimulating, reaffirming Heritage
— The History Association’s commitment to academic excellence and reflective teaching
practices in the discipline of history.
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Lecture on Partition Horrors Remembrance Day, 13" August 2025

The Department of History, Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi, organized an
online lecture on the occasion of Partition Horrors Remembrance Day on 13 August 2025.
The lecture was delivered by Dr. Bhuwan Kumar Jha, Associate Professor, Department of
History, University of Delhi, and witnessed enthusiastic participation from faculty members,
students. Dr. Jha, in his address, offered a nuanced exploration of the Partition, underlining the
complexities of communal relations, political decisions, and the challenges faced by the
displaced populations. Drawing upon archival sources, oral histories, and personal narratives,
he emphasized how the horrors of Partition transcended mere statistics of displacement and
loss, becoming a profound human tragedy. He also discussed the resilience and struggles of
ordinary people who rebuilt their lives amidst the wreckage of violence and division. The event
concluded with a vote of thanks by the faculty, expressing gratitude to Dr. Jha for his insightful
and moving lecture. The session proved to be a valuable reminder of the enduring relevance of
Partition studies in understanding India’s contemporary socio-political fabric.
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Orientation Session for First-Year Students, 4" August 2025

Heritage — The History Association organised an orientation session for first-year students on
4 August 2025 with the aim of welcoming new entrants into the discipline of history and
familiarising them with the academic culture of the department. The session was designed to
help students smoothly transition into undergraduate studies while developing an early
understanding of the scope, methods, and significance of historical inquiry. The orientation
introduced students to the objectives of the history programme, its curriculum structure, and
the range of courses offered across semesters. Emphasis was placed on history as a critical and
analytical discipline that encourages engagement with sources, debates, and diverse
perspectives rather than the mere memorisation of facts. Students were also briefed about
classroom expectations, assessment methods, and the importance of regular reading, writing,
and discussion.

Members of Heritage — The History Association highlighted the role of the Association in
organising lectures, workshops, film screenings, and academic activities that complement
classroom learning. Students were encouraged to actively participate in these initiatives to
enrich their academic experience and develop research and communication skills. The session
provided an open platform for interaction, allowing students to raise questions related to
coursework, academic support, and co-curricular opportunities. Overall, the orientation was
informative and reassuring, helping first-year students feel confident and motivated as they
embarked on their journey of studying history, while reinforcing the Association’s commitment
to student engagement and academic excellence.
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