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Responsible Sourcing and Child Labour in Mica Mining in South Asia

Prof. Amita Charan
Janki Devi Memorial College
University of Delhi

Abstract: Global demand for mica is increasing due to heavy consumption of mica in the automobile,
manufacturing, construction, and cosmetic industries. As per the Mica Market reports, the global Mica market
is expanding and Asia Pacific dominates with a share of 40%. China is one of the leading producers and
exporters of mica since 2020. Many popular mica companies are engaged in the production and extraction of
mica and in other related business activities. Many beauty companies are under surveillance due 1o the
involvement of child labour in mica mines. Unfortunately, many children are still engaged in mining work and
many ‘ghost mines' are functional in India and South Africa. This paper will present an overview of responsible
mica sourcing, child labour in mica mines, related problems and their working conditions in South Asia, This
article presents an bibliometric analysis of responsible sourcing and child labour in mica mines in the South
Asian region.

Keywords: Responsible Sourcing, Ethical Mining, Ghost Mines,

Introduction: The 2020 ILO-UNICEF global estimates that approximately 23.6 million children and 7.4
million girls and 16.2 million boys were engaged in child labour in South Asia till 2020°. Post-pandemic, a
substantial increase is noticed in child labour. Responsible mining is essential and demanded by consumers.
Mica is used in many products, and many consumers are not even aware of the story behind the Mica mines.
Many children are losing their lives and dropping out of school due to poor health caused by the Mining work.
India and Madagascar are two largest exporters of Mica in the world. The majority of illegal and ghost mines
in India are in two states, Bihar and Jharkhand. Mica is mostly used in cosmetics for a shimmering and shining
look. The demand for clean beauty products is increasing in the world. WTO Agreements, Bilateral
Agreements, Child Labour Standards always recommend a complete ban on child labour in the entire globe'’
Unfortunately, the majority of child workers are from marginalized sectors who are living below the poverty
line. ILO Minimum Age Convention 1973 prescribed the minimum age for working children depending on
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3. Ekta Bansal - IMPACT OF CHATGPT ON TEACHER ROLES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES: ANALYZING THE EVOLUTION OF EDUCATOR FUNCTIONS
IN THE Al- ENHANCED CLASSROOM

Joarrgl o the Mahsraja Sevajineo University of Baroda (55N : 002504332

IMPACT OF CHATGPT ON TEACHER ROLES AND RESPONSIRILITIES:
AMALYZING THE EVOLUTHN OF EDUCATOR FUNOCTIONS 1N THE AL
ENHANCED CLASSROM

Mx. Mamita
A Profesor, [Dep nl of Commierca, Janki Devi Memonal Callege, Ussverigy of
[l

Mis. Fkin Bansal
Asarstant Prodessor, Departmont of Commence, Janki Devi Memorial Callege, Usrversity of
[yl

ABSTRACT

This sty investigates the impact of ChatGPT on the roles and responsabilaties of educators i
elassroorns Bgrensiegly imsegrated wihthe Al sechnologees. As amiletal inelligence sysbems,
auch m ChaeGPT, become prnt]:nl it ediscational envieonmeils, eackers ane Thoed with
evodving responsibilines, including iechaclogy mersgement, persoalized keaming facilisation,
and ctiical oversight. This article amlyzes how ChatGPT supplonsenis tradstional teacheng
methids, shalling the edusabon’s nobe From snfarmmtion deliverer bo a Gacilgabar and mestor. The
sludy nheiitilees key challenges such as tcacha ctininmg, cthical concoins, and talntameng
siudeni-teacher interacions. Through qualxative snalysis, we explore the mmplicatons for
fiature clssroom dymnics and pedagogical practices

Keywards: ChGiPT, Al o education, Teacher roles, Podsgogical chamge, Clssoom
ll,'IJIJ‘I_“.'!j:a. Peisnzhacd ll,'.l.l'l'!lll'_ Al ethius, Teache eelimeniig

INTRODAU TN

The 2= comury his withessed unprecedeniod mhasces In 1echmalogy, with artificial
imellagerae (Al) becoming s integrad pan of daily life. Al is revohstionizing sectars such ai
healtbeme, linae, and tassponaton, bul one of s most signilicant gnd sEnsfommaiive
impacis is besng ohserved in education. Al technologses, porticularly those based om natural
laguage provessing (NLF} like ChaGPT, ae redeflining the way knowhalge is delivensl,
coasumed, and processed i educational settings. These lechnologes bold the polental o
supplement and transfirm tmdisonsl seaching models, seshaping the reles of educaiors and
learness alike

Esducatvanal mstisulions, ranging fom primary schools e eghor education, have leag meled an
etablished teaching matlaodologhes, aiere the leschors role bas sditsonadly bien that of &
knowledpe provider. Teachers were the prmary souree of inssnection, responsible o
delivenag content, eaplaising concepts, essessing student performance, and guskng leamrung
padie. However, with the rise of Al lechnolegies such & ChatGPT, thas dymamic s undengomg
o fundamentel shifl. ChatGPT, a loge lnpuage model developed by OpenAL o copable of
cagaging in comveTsalions, MEweTing questions, paoviding explanasions, and even assisiing in
assesamaents, bis ability o simalae husan-lie seracions and respond intelligemly w s wids
variety of aduratonsd quersess makes i an appesting waol for enhencing leamisg sxperiences

Wolume-58, No.2, M4 L]
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4. Ekta Bansal - BRAND VALUATION MODELS AND THEIR IMPACT ON
CORPORATE DECISION-MAKING
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5. HIMANI DAHIYA - Assessing individuals’ attitude and behavioural intention to use
dietary and fitness mobile applications: evidence from India

The current issue and full text archive of this journal is available on Emerald Insight at:
https:/iwww.emerald.com/insight/1755-4195.htm

Assessing individuals’ attitude Pty and

fitness mobile

and behavioural intention to use  applications
dietary and fitness mobile
applications: evidence from India 329

Himani Dahiya Received 10 Devernber 2022
Department of Commerce, Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delld, Delhi, India ~ ®c:>d1 21
and Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, Delhi, India, and

A K. Saini
Universily School of Management Studies,
Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, New Delhi, India

Abstract

Purpose — The purpose of this paper is to identify and examine the determinants of individuals' attitude
(ATT) and behavioural intention (BI) to use dietary and fitness mobile apps in the context of India.
Design/methodology/approach — The present study develops a conceptual model by incorporating
additional variables such as health consciousness (HC), perceived trust (PT), social influence (SI) and personal
innovativeness (PI) into the ariginal technology acceptance model (TAM). These constructs were extracted
from existing thearies and literature on technology adoption, individuals’ health beliefs and personality traits.
The conceptual model has been empirically tested and validated by applying structural equation modelling
using STATA version 15, The data was collected from both potential and actual users of dietary and fitness
mobile apps through a structured questionmaire, both online and mamually, Following a convenience
sampling approach, a total of 450 respondents from Delhi national capital region (NCR) were contacted, of
which 264 valid responses were considered for final analysis,

Findings - The results revealed that of all the factors predicting individuals' “attitude” towards the use of
dietary and fitness apps, perceived usefulness was found to be the most significant followed by Pland PT.
Similarly, behavioural “intention to use” was most strongly determined by an individual's attitude towards
the usage of dietary and fitness apps followed by S1.

Practical implications - Findings of the study offer meaningful insights and implications for academics
and practitioners. Mobile app developers and service providers can gain an understanding of the consumer's
behaviour towards adoption of dietary and fitness apps and improve the app's utility, service quality,
interface and features in view of theempirically validated determinants of such behaviour. Furthermore, it is
essential for the service providers to undertake promotional efforts to not only create awareness of the
availability of such apps but also at the same time educate people on the needs, functionalities and utilities
they offer. Also, to gain a wider acceptance of the apps, focus on maore communication and gamification/
entertainment features is required,

Originality/value - This study adds value by identifying the factors from varied perspectives (technical,
social, health and personal) impacting individuals’ attitude and BI to use an innovative health intervention i.e,
dietary and fimess mobile apps in a developing economy. Furthermore, the study proved the robustness of
extended TAM in the avea of healthcare, Lastly, this paper is among the few papers in the Indian context that
assessed the adoption of dietary and fitness mobile apps.

Jowrmalof Indian Business

Keywords Mobile health, Dietary and fitness applications, Technology acceptance model, ;
Consumer behaviour, Structural equation modelling, India R e it
Paper type Research paper DO 10110811 u];z'i;r];d
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6. Mamta - UNDERSTANDING CUSTOMER PREFERENCES FOR CASHLESS
PAYMENT METHODS: INSIGHTS FROM DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS AND USER
EXPERIENCE ANALYSIS

THE JOURNAL OF ORIENTAL RESEARCH MADRAS ISSN : 0022-3301 | OCTOBER 2024 | 93

UNDERSTANDING CUSTOMER PREFERENCES FOR CASHLESS PAYMENT METHODS:
INSIGHTS FROM DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS AND USER EXPERIENCE ANALYSIS

BY

Mamta*
Research Scholar, Kalinga University, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, India.

Dr. Ravinder Sharma*
Dept., of Management, Kalinga University, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, India.

ABSTRACT

The transition to cashless payment methods has profoundly transformed the global financial landscape,
influencing how transactions are conducted across various sectors and industries. This article explores
customer preferences for cashless payments by analyzing demographic trends and user experience factors.
Insights reveal significant disparities across age groups, income brackets, educational levels, and
geographic regions, providing a nuanced understanding of adoption patterns. Additionally, this study
emphasizes the interplay between cultural and regional barriers, shedding light on the importance of
tailored strategies to promote inclusivity and overcome adoption challenges. The analysis further delves
into the impact of emerging technologies, such as blockchain, artificial intelligence (Al), and machine
learning, which are poised to redefine the future of cashless systems. These findings underscore the need
for targeted interventions and proactive strategies to address technological, cultural, and sociocultural
challenges, ultimately enabling a seamless and equitable transition to a digital financial ecosystem.

Keywords: Cashless payments, customer preferences, demographic trends, user experience, digital

transactions, financial inclusion, adoption barriers, emerging trends, digital equity

Received 10 October 2024, Accepted 115 October 2024, Published 22 October 2024

*o orrespondence Author: Mamta,

INTRODUCTION

The global shift to cashless payment systems, driven by innovations like mobile wallets, credit cards, online
banking, and contactless technologies, marks a significant transformation in financial transactions. These
systems offer unparalleled convenience, heightened security, and increased operational efficiency,
fundamentally altering traditional economic frameworks. This article investigates the key drivers of this
transition, with a focus on demographic and experiential factors that shape customer preferences. By
bridging the gap between technological advancements and user adoption, this study seeks to foster a
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7. Mamta - IMPACT OF CHATGPT ON TEACHER ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
ANALYZING THE EVOLUTION OF EDUCATOR FUNCTIONS IN THE Al-

Journal of the Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda ISSN : 0025-0422

IMPACT OF CHATGPT ON TEACHER ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
ANALYZING THE EVOLUTION OF EDUCATOR FUNCTIONS IN THE Al-
ENHANCED CLASSROOM

Ms, Mamta
Assistant Professor, Department of Commerce, Janki Devi Memorial College, University of
Delhi

Ms. Ekta Bansal
Assistant Professor, Department of Commerce, Janki Devi Memorial College, University of
Delhi

ABSTRACT

This study investigates the impact of ChatGPT on the roles and responsibilities of educators in
classrooms increasingly integrated with Al technologies. As artificial intelligence systems,
such as ChatGPT, become prevalent in educational environments, teachers are faced with
evolving responsibilities, including technology management, personalized learning facilitation,
and ethical oversight. This article analyzes how ChatGPT supplements traditional teaching
methods, shifting the educator’s role from information deliverer to a facilitator and mentor. The
study identifies key challenges such as teacher retraining, ethical concerns, and maintaining
student-teacher interactions. Through qualitative analysis, we explore the implications for
future classroom dynamics and pedagogical practices.

Keywords: ChatGPT, Al in education, Teacher roles, Pedagogical change, Classroom
technology, Personalized learning, Al ethics, Teacher retraining.

INTRODUCTION

The 21st century has witnessed unprecedented advances in technology, with artificial
intelligence (Al) becoming an integral part of daily life. Al is revolutionizing sectors such as
healthcare, finance, and transportation, but one of its most significant and transformative
impacts is being observed in education. Al technologies, particularly those based on natural
language processing (NLP) like ChatGPT, are redefining the way knowledge is delivered,
consumed, and processed in educational settings. These technologies hold the potential to
supplement and transform traditional teaching models, reshaping the roles of educators and
learners alike.

Educational institutions, ranging from primary schools to higher education, have long relied on
established teaching methodologies, where the teacher's role has traditionally been that of a
knowledge provider. Teachers were the primary source of instruction, responsible for
delivering content, explaining concepts, assessing student performance, and guiding learning
paths. However, with the rise of Al technologies such as ChatGPT, this dynamic is undergoing
a fundamental shift. ChatGPT, a large language model developed by OpenAl, is capable of
engaging in conversations, answering questions, providing explanations, and even assisting in
assessments, Its ability to simulate human-like interactions and respond intelligently to a wide
variety of educational queries makes it an appealing tool for enhancing learning experiences.

Volume-58, No.2, 2024 8
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Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) investing has rapidly evolved now into o critical component of global investment strategies,
despite its roots in Socially Responsible Investing (SRI) dating back over two centuries. ESG gained prominence in the 1980s and was formally
recognized in 2006 by the United Nations Principles for Responsible Investment (PRI), aligning it with global frameworks such as the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Climate Agreement. This paper reviews the evolution of the ESG investment ecosystem, examining key
contributors, including regulators, fund managers, corporations, and rating agencies, and their roles in promoting ESG adoption. Recent
regulatory initiatives, such as the U.S. SEC's ESG disclosure rules, the European Commission's Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation (SFDR),
and India's Business Responsibility and Sustainability Reporting (BRSR) framework, represent significant efforts to streamline ESG reporting and
reduce greenwashing. However, the lack of harmonized global standards and inconsistencies in ESG reporting and scoring methods remain
critical challenges. This study analyses the performance of leading ESG funds in the U.S. and India over o four-year period, benchmarking their
returns against major market indices. Additionally, it explores the correlations between ESG fund performance and market benchmarks, as well
as the similarities in stock holdings between ESG and non-ESG funds. The findings reveal that while ESG funds perform comparably to or below
traditional indices, significant gaps persist in defining ESG criteria and measuring performance effectively. The paper concludes with a call for
global harmonization of ESG reporting standards and scoring methodologies to ensure consistency, transparency, and investor confidence. As

ESG investing is poised for substantial growth, establishing clear definitions and robust frameworks will be essential to unlocking its potential as

a transformative force in sustainable finance.
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Abstract: Gig economy refers to a labour market characterised by the prevalence of short-term contracts, freelance
or project-based work, and temporary or on-demand jobs for workers who are not on the rolls of any company or
firm. In recent years, the changing employer employee relationship has led to emergence of gig economy across
the world. This has brought in various pertinent issues related to workers, employers and the economy in general.
This paper enumerates the factors that have led to the growth of gig economy in India, the risks and the challenges
faced by the companies or platforms who use gig services and the workers who are not in a nine to five job. This
paper has listed and critically examined the policy measures which have been taken by the Government of India to
support the gig workers. The study concludes by giving certain policy recommendations and implications for the
benefit of the gig econamy.
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Consumers are driven by experiences, They tend to touch, feel, smell, taste, and try products before
they make any purchase. The most crucial factor motivating marketers to get better every day is
customer experience (Fashinza, n.d.). The largest drawback of Indian online retail establishments
in the context of internet marketing is their inability to provide clients with a true experience with
theproduct or service (Thomas 8., Investigating interactive marketing technologies —adoption of
augmented/virtual reality in the Indian context, 2021).

These modern consumers have an option of having a holistic shopping experience which not only
has their visual appeal but triggers their maximum senses because of AR. AR is seen as existing
somewhere amid the real and virtual world and it has enhanced the retail engagement by making it
even more experientially immersive, engaging, and personal. Augmented Reality focuses on
consumer buying behaviour so that consumers are no longer able to tell the difference between in-
store and online shopping experiences. As a result, AR is becoming more widely accepted in the
highly competitive Indian market because it improves the way we see, hear, and feelthe product and
incorporates parts of the virtual world into reality. Consumers intend to try new products (Thomas,
2021). When they require less time to try and use the products it creates delight in customers. This
improves the online buying experience and eventually increases revenue for the brand.

Technology's arrival and the rise in smartphone usage have forced marketers all over the world to
embrace augmented reality. Additionally, adoption of AR technology is quite visible in the sectors that are
closer to urban Indian consumers such as the apparel, jewellery, footwear, eyewear, and even food
businesses (Choudhary, Sriram, & Routray, 2015).

The focus of the study is on understanding the current usage of AR applications and the scope of AR
technologies in the Indian market. The insights from the investigation will help to gauge the
possible adoption level of AR by Indian companies in various consumer goods segments. The study
also aims to understand the challenges associated with adoption of AR and suggest remedies to
tackle.

Nanotechnology Perceptions 20 No. §12 (2024) 1135-1158
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Consumer behaviour plays a pivotal role in driving sustainable
consumption, especially in the context of climate change.
Understanding the factors that influence eco-friendly purchasing
decisions is crucial for promoting environmentally responsible choices
and addressing the global environmental crisis.

Due to increasing environmental concerns among the residents, the
present research is aimed at studying the factors influencing the eco-
friendly purchase decisions of consumers. The research has also
investigated the barriers to sustainable consumption. This study was
done in the Vadodara and Surat cities of Gujarat State, and by using
convenience sampling method 448 residents were included in the
sample. The data has been collected by using the questionnaire method.
Results highlighted that consumers are moderately concerned about
climate change and environmental issues and they sometimes consider
sustainability when making purchasing decisions. Consumers
occasionally purchase sustainable products and most purchased eco-
friendly products are organic food (79.91%), personal care products
(72.32%) and reusable housing products. It was observed that the most
influencing factor to purchase eco-friendly products is the quality of the
product followed by the availability of product and environmental
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Abstract: The main purpose of this review is to find the effect of war
on the international trade and exchange rate, based on the analysis of
126 Scopus published documents using VOSviewer before that
performance analysis reveals that during 2010-2020 more documents
have published while the more citations received by the documents
published during 1990-2000. Of these publications only 46.04%
publications are in collaboration and 1.59% documents have received [ New issue alerts
at least 100 citations. The article (Klemperer, 1995) is most influential

‘= Our Newsletter
(subscribe for free)

M RSS Feeds

article in this study. The network analysis presents the co-authorship
analysis where the USA has highest link strength and co-authored
with the UK and Germany. Further, the author keyword co-occurrence
analysis and bibliographic coupling reveals the four different thematic
clusters. The major limitation of this review is that it considers war in
general and includes the data only from Scopus database.
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Modeling and Evaluating Risk Exposures in Indian Foreign
Exchange Markets

Sakshi Bansal

sod on complex network graphs, we study the correlation of exchange rate fluctuations in global

eign exchange markets. The correlation matrix (CM) and the theoretical information were used to

y .mml;ﬂoumthhﬂnhﬁthw
. The

3 souoee rcxww m-ihm_ Vudm most important currencies in

exchang rate represents the value (price) of one country's currency about the currency of another
hwmg_mmwmmu-wm .

uid financial market in the market with a daily trading volume that exceeds $7.5 trillion in
22. They include the foreign exchange market comprised of paricipant such a5 banks
currencies for a wide variety of reasons such as hedging, speculation, and international trade.
pairs: trading a currency never happens as a single currency.
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Improving India’s Performance in SDG-4: Some Observations ang
Policy Lessons for Addressing Education Inequality

Shilpa Chaudhary"
Padma Suresh Mandalg *

Abstract

The study traces the progress of states and union territories of India in the Goal 4 of SDG, ensuring
quality education for all, for the years 2018 to 2023-24 and focusses on NFHS-5 period for further
analysis. It uses database from secondary sources- NITI Aayog's SDG India Index Reports, National
Family Health Survey (NFHS) Reports; Annual Status of Education Report (Rural) 2022, and UDISE
Plus Report (Gol, 2021). It is found that there are huge disparities in schooling outcomes, in terms of
literacy, enrolment, dropout and grade-adequate learning proficiency, across states and UTs. Economic
status, social background, physical and human infrastructure in schools together with child health and
women empowerment are found fo impact education outcomes. The policy must focus on quality of
education as measured by achievement of desired learning proficiency and years of completed
education as objectives and not mere literacy; and make use of public campaigns and community
engagement programmes to overcome the barriers related to mindsets that generate any biases related
1o gender, caste, and religion. Since economic status is an important factor and lack of adequate

inancial resources are found to dampen schooling outcomes, policies - for improving household income
‘and reduced costs of education will be needed to uplift education outcomes.

Keywords: SDG-4, Education, Literacy, Learning outcomes, Dropout, School Quality, India
Introduction

Education, a crucial component of human capital, is indispensable for economic growth, economic
development as well as social progress. The importance of education is highlighted in the El"b“‘l.l’“lm
sphere by its inclusion as one of the seventeen Sustainable Development goals (SDG), Goal ‘t; ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all™.

The vision of *Viksit Bharat 2047, transforming India into a developed country within a ':mm;]ﬂ,::
its independence, encompasses development in its truly comprehensive and sustainable sense “:; 2
path converging with the 17 SDGs adopted by UN member nations under “The 2030 Agen! i
Sustainable Development’ in 2015. Alongside the focus on faster economic growth, India sims
ensure adequate nutrition, health, education, and work opportunities for all sections of P_‘OPE‘ ‘”;c the
any discrimination and prejudices. In addition to providing a decent and dignified life to its PEOP
environmental issues are also on the priority list. Finland, Sweden, and Denmark are among ©
three countries in terms of overall SDG score that measures the progress of nations towards
SDFIS. lndiuis overall SDG index score is 63.99 with a rank of 109 among 166 countries. . (muk
Asian countries, India lags behind all countries - Bhutan (rank 61), Maldives (rank 67), SiL rarhs™
93), Nepal (rank 95), Bangladesh (rank 107), except Pakistan (rank 137). China is ahead of Indi

a rank of 68 and SDG index score 70.85.

There are several studies using unit record data and for specific states but there is a limited liter?
, Associate Professor, Dep of E ics, Janki Devi M jal College, University of Delhi, Delhi, India
Associate Professor, Dey of E ics, St V College, University of Delhi, Delhi, India
+ htips://sdgs.un.org/goals/goals
https: iboards.sdgind o
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An Assessment of Changing Socio-economic Profile of
Women in the Northeastern States of India

SHILPA CHAUDHARY PADMA SURESH MANDALA
Department of Economics, Janki Devi Depar of Ec ics, Sri Venk
M I College, U ity af Delhi Callege, University of Delhi
Abstract:
This paper aims to explore the socio-econamic profile of in the nortl n states of India for

the years 200506 and 201516 using primarily NFHS.3 and NFHS -4 data. Muliple parameters are
considered, mamely literocy rares, sex rano, women's health (gemeral as well as reproducnive),
participation i the labour force, participation in the political domain, and incidence of crime against
women. The performance of northeast states on various parameters vis-a-vis the all-India

is ascertained using the number of parameters in which the state has performed better than the all - Indiz
figure. Mizoram and Sikkim perform better than the natiomal average in a maximum number of
parameters followed by Meghalaya and Manipur. The women empowerment index. women's health
index, and women’s status index are constructed for the states. The women s status index is found to have
a positive correlation with per capita income, male literacy rate. and household prosperity index, wiile
castetribe and religious composition do not have a significant correlation with the status of women. An
improvemenr in women s social, economic az well as political status can be facilitated by improved
economic growth and also through positive changes in social norms.

Keywerds: Novtheastern states, India, Status of Socio-ex profile. National Family Health
Surveys

1. Introduction

mmmmdhﬂnwu:ﬂlmh,mmlymm Assam, Manipar,
Meghalaya, M Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura. The region consists of an area of 262,230 square
kilometres. almost § percent of India’s total Jand mass. The wotal population of Nartheast India is 46
million constitting 3.8% of India’s total population. The hilly states in the region like Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Nagaland are predominantly inhabited by tribal people with diversity even
within the tribal groups. While the region is generally considered as lagging in terms of growth in per
capita income. women are perceived to be enjoving a higher status in the North Eastern Region of the
country in comparison with the status of women in several parts of India. There are studies like Garg and
Nath (2008) that hail the northeast region for better status of women. According to these studies, in
matriarchal societies. women control land holding and have more say in matters related to family,
economy and society. However, most literature confirms presence of deep rooted culture of patriarchy
in the region (see Krishna 2004, Boungpui 2014, Brara 2017). Almast all the communities in nartheast
India are patrilineal, that is where descent is traced from father to son except for the state of Meghalava,
where the Khasis, Jaintias and the Garos follow the ilineal where d is traced from
mother to the daughter. Although women in the region participate in economic responsibilities along with
men, they are denied equal rights to y and inheritance by their ¢ v laws. The practice of
bride-price also exisis in number of communities in northeast India where the bridegroom has 1o pay
certain amount of money to the girl's parent to compensate the girl's family for their Joss of an
economically active member (see Krishna 2004, Boungpui 2014). Gupta et al (2013) confirm gender
discrimination even among the Khasi community of Meghalaya particularly in health and decision
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A Cross-Sectional Analysis of Fertility Patterns in India:
Evidence from NFHS-5

Dr. Padma Suresh Mandala*, Dr. Shilpa Chaudhary**, Dr. Padma Privadarshini***

Abstract

The presemt study examines some dimensions of
Sertility patterns acvoss states in India using recent
data on key indicators obtained from Round 5 of
NFHS. The analysis of data shows considerable state-
level heterogeneity in total fertility rate, total wanted
Jertility rate, early childbearing and preference for
sons. The study establishes that the state-level fertility
patterns are corvelated with socioeconomic covariates,
like wealth, rural population, literacy levels, exposure
to media, early marriage, and use of modern family
planning practices. The classification of states based
on total fertility, early marriage, adoption of modern
Jamily plamning practices, and early childbearing
indicates that fertility patterns are better understood
in the context of the prevailing diversity in India’s
socioeconomic and cultural featwes. Using the
NFHS classification of states into six regions- central,
east, north, mortheast south, and west regions, the
diffevences in means of obzerved fertility acros: regions
are not found to be statiztically significant for total
Sertility rate and total wanted fertility rate. We find
the diffevence between east and novth gions vs

within-region variations in fertility provides a better
understanding of fertility patterns and is useful and
relevant for policy purposes.

Keywords: Total Fertility; Total wanted fertility; Early
childbearing: Son prefevence; Socioeconomic features.
Regional variations

1. Introduction

While India’s overall fertility rate of 2.0 children per
woman 1s shightly lower than the replacement rate, there
are wide spatial differences within the country. Several
studies have exammed fertility pattemns and preferences
and their determinants at the all-India level and for
selected states. However, there is limited literature on
the study of fertility patterns and behaviour across all
36 states and union territories (UTs) of India using the
most recent data on such patterns. The present study
seeks to fill the research gap by using recent national-
level survey data from NFHS-3 to study fertility patterns
across all states/UTs in India. The objectives of the study
are (a) an empirical assessment of fartility vanations
across statesUTs in India in the dimensions of total

north region to be statiztically significant for early
childbearing and, east and west regions vs south to be
significant in case of the preference for sons. Overall,
the p of overwhelming diffsrences in regional
patterns in the fertility indicators is not seen and we
find no statistically significant evidence of a North-
South divide. Our amalysiz shows that recognizing

fertility rate (TFR), total wanted fertility rate (TWFR),
early childbearing given by teenage pregnancy and
preference for sons by men and women (b) to examine
the statistical significance of sociceconomic comrelates
of fertility behaviours like wealth rural population,
literacy levels, exposure to media, early marnage,
and use of modern famuly planning practices etc., and
(c) to statistically test for regional patterns in fertility

*dssociate Professor, Sri Venkateswara College, University of Delhi
**4:s0ciare Professor, Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi
**%4::0ciare Professor, Sri Venkateswara College, University of Delhi Corresponding Author 5 contact

id: schaudhary@jdm du ac.in
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Meeting SDG Under-five Mo

rtali i iy i
Significance of EAG S ality Target in India: Examining the

tates Performance and Determinants

Padma Suresh Mandala*
Shilpa Chaudhary**
Padma Priyadarshini***
Abstract

The present study e_ex'amr'nas the progress made towards achieving the Sustainable Devel Godl
(SDG) targe! of attaining an under-five mortality rate (USMR) of 25 by 2030 in states and union territories
of India “"".rh a focus' on the performance of Empowered Action Group (EAG) states, and investigates the
role of socioeconomic and marerfml and child health interventions affecting USMR. The analysis of large-
sample survey data Jfrom the National Family Health Survey (NFHS 5), 2019-21 show

- s that the eight
states are amongst the states with the highest USMR. Moreover, the O s

t st L difference in mean USMR between
EAG and non-EAG states is shown to be statistically significant. The multivariate regression results show

that female education, sanitation, percentage of SC population, vaccination of children, and women having
births of order three or more are key variables explaining variations in USMR across states, The EAG
states have on average higher USMR than non-EAG states as the regression coefficient for the categorical
dummy variable Is highly statistically significant given the covariates. The prevailing socio-cultural factors
in EAG states contribute to the prevalence of high child mortality indicating that high USM is not only due
1o economic backwardness but is also due to the complex interplay of several related factors. Women's
education, and employment, and social norms periaining to early marriage, early child birth, adoption of
modern family planning methods, sanitation, access to maternal and child health care etc. are significant
factors affecting USM that intersect with economic backwardness. In addition to improving general
socioeconomic conditions and in particular, women’s education and empowerment, the paper argues that
the quality of health care services provided by schemes like Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS)
can play a critical role in reducing under-five mortality in EAG states. To achieve SDG 3 goal of ‘he.a{rh
Jor all’, the existing sub-national inequities in USMR need 1o be addressed with local-level policies
Jocussing on improving quality of health care services and r‘ncrea.riug resources, as well as ensuring more
efficient spread of resources targeted towards marginalized communities in EAG states.

Key words: Under-five mortality; EAG states; SDG 3; multivariate regression
JEL Code: 112, 114, 115
Introduction

) i USMR) is the probability of dying between birth and exactly five years of
E;:dc;xg:fsggﬁ:?olgscﬁ(vc birlh)& SDG 3.2.1 has set a target of bringing the USMR to 25 or below
pcr‘ 1000 live births by 2030. Substantial progress has been made globally with the global USMR
dropping by 59%, from 93 deaths per 1000 live \?mhs_m 1990 to 37 in 2022 (UN IGME, 2024). In
India. the USMR declined from 109 per 1,000 live births as per NFHS-1, (1992-93) to 42 as per
NFH:S-S (2019-21). However, the all-India progress conceals s:gmﬁcan} inequities across states. The
iht B ' owered Action Group (EAG) states of Uttar Pradesh (UP), Bihar, Jharkhand, Ungrﬂkhand,

cight m'fhh ttisgarh, Madhya Pradesh (MP), and Rajasthan, arc among the worst-performing states
9""““*","1. SSM?{ While Kerala has an USMR of 5.2 per 1000 live births, the corresponding figures
B oh 10 timcs for Uttar Pradesh and Bihar which have USMR of 59.8 and 56.4 respectively.

are maore v ERG states are sociocconomically the most disadvantaged and account for more than 40

::::;?c‘:l’ India’s population with significantly high rates of poverty.
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Progress in Key Interventions for Reproductive and Maternal Health
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Shilpa Chaudbary & Padma Suresh Mandala
Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi, New Delhi, India
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ABSTRACT

This paper progress in key reproductive and 1 health (RMH) interventions in 190 high
priority districts (HPDs) across states and union territodes in India using data from National Family
Health Survey (NFHS) Rounds 4 and 5. The analysis of district-level performance across RMH indicators
reveals the disparities and unequal progress across HPDs with results indicating a deterioration in RMH
indicators in a larger number of HPDs in the non |Empowered Action Group (EAG) states compared to
EAGﬂiﬂ T‘Ittcmltsalsumm:l that while some HPDs have made progress there is scope for
in many districts that have exhibited limited progress. The coss-sectiomal
district levelregn:simnnlyusmdialallm the improvement in RMH outcomes is constrained by the
poar ec ic status of b halds and the low status of . Health inf; ture and the quality of
healthcare services are also important determinants. The rising out-of pocket expenditure in public health
facilities shows the need for affordable reproductive and matemnal healthcare facilities for low-income
groups. The review of progress between 2015-16 and 2019-21 highlights the need for concerted district
level policy action on the indicators l)ul Sbmv punr or regressive performance in HPDs to achieve the
SDG goals in reproductive and

Keywords: High-priority districts, Repraductive and maternal heakh, SDG Goal 3, India
INTRODUCTION

Reproductive and matemal health (RMH) is an important determinant and indicator of overall health of a
country. As part of SDG-3, UN (2015) which targets good health and well -being. SDG 3.1 aims to reduce
the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live births by 2030, the two indicators
being Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) and proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel.
SDG 3.7 aims ot achieving universal access to sexual and reproductive healthcare services by 2030, the

two indicators being the prop of of reprods -iwagrhmd 15-49 years) who have their need
for family planning satisfied with mod hods and adol birth rate. Target 2.2 aims to end all
farms of malmutrition by 2030, an imy ind related to being the prevalence of

in women aged 15 to 49 years.

The global MMR declined from 339 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2000 to 227 in 2015 0 223 in
2020 (WHO 2024). Although India’s MMR declined from 122 in 2015-16 to 97 in 2019-21 (SRS 2019
and SRS 2022), large inequalities across and within states and union territories persist. In 2013, the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare identified 184 districts owt of a total of 640 districts as High

Priarity Districts (HPDs) with the intention of targeted action under the National Health Mission to
improve performance in districts that were most lagging in reproductive. maternal. and newborn bealth
outcomes (Gol 2015 and NRHM 2013). These districts were to be provided with priority funding and
more human resources including relaxation of narms in the appointment of health personnel like ASHA
workers. Six districts from Uttar Pradesh were added 1o the list in 2015 taking the total count of HPDs to
190 [Girase et al 2015). The Empowered Action Group (EAG) of stales was established in 2001 for
greater focus and attention focus to assist, monitor, and facilitate the attainment of Millenium
Development Goals in the poor performing states: Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Bihar,

e W rsis ndersaticnal oy
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Abstract

The first case of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) was detected in India on 30 January 2020.
Subsequently, the disease spread across all states and union territories (UTs). However, the literature has
not adequately addressed the differential nature of COVID-19 diffusion across states and over time as the
pandemic progressed and its determinants. The article examines the role of demographic and socio-
economic factors in COVID-19 diffusion across states and assesses the relative significance of these
variables in diffusion as the pandemic progressed. We specify a regression model relating cumulative cases
per million to demographic and socio-economic variables for a cross-section of states and UTs of India. We

use ordinary least squares and quantile regression estimation techniques for discrete time points
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“Rethinking Work, Gender, and the Labour Hierarchy in India”

Swati Malik, Assistant Professor
Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi
Email ID: swatimalik@jdm.du.ac.in

Abstract:

This paper critically examines the structural contradictions of employment in India, with a
focus on the gendered dynamics of labour, informality, and domestic work. Despite
economic growth, the Indian labour market remains dominated by informal, precarious
employment, with women disproportionately engaged in low-paid, unprotected roles. The
paper interrogates how dominant definitions of work exclude women’s unpaid and care
labour, reinforcing their invisibility in policy ond data. Domestic work emerges as a central
case, revealing deep intersections of caste, class, and gender in shaping labour hierarchies.
Domestic workers, largely poor and Dalit women, face exploitative conditions, legal
exclusion, and social stigma. The paper argues for the recognition of domestic work as
legitimate labour and calls for a redistribution of value, rights, and protections. By centering
domestic workers’ experiences, it challenges prevailing labour norms and advocates for a
feminist restructuring of employment and social justice in India.

Keywords: Domestic Workers, Female, Gender Inequality, Labour

Introduction

The category of “work” has long been defined within the restrictive frameworks of capitalist and patriarchal
economic thought, which privilege waged |labour, formal employment, and market productivity as the only
legitimate forms of economic contribution. Such a construction not only obscures the myriad ways in which
individuals, particularly women, contribute to economic and social life but also reinforces structural
inequalities by rendering certain forms of labour—especially care and reproductive work—economically
invisible. Feminist scholars have systematically critiqued these narrow conceptions, arguing that they
exclude vital yet unpaid and undervalued work performed primarily by women in households and
_communities (Federici. 2004: Bardhan. 1985)
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Erasure of ‘Her’
! in the Story

Payal Nagpal

She
ted |

Imayam

SHE & I (EN KATHE) by By Imayam.
Translated from the original Tamil by D.
Venkataramanan Speaking Tiger Books,

New Delhi, 2024, 163 pp., INR 350.00

v

DECEMBER 2024, VOLUME 48, NO 12

She & I by Imayam (pen name of V. Annamalai)is a
translation of the Tamil novel En Kathe (2015).
Written entirely from the point of view of the
anonymous male narrator, this novel is limited in
scope and falls short of expectations, especially

since Imayam won the Sahitya Akademi award in
2NN fAar CLalladbha Danam¥m Tha nmnarratarie
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Introduction

This has been a productive vear for poetry. established senior poets such as Jayanta Mahapatra. Keki
Daruwalla, Arvind Knishana Mehrotra and Naveen Kishore have brought out new poetry collections and
seasoned writers such as Malashri Lal and Radha Chakravarty have published their debut collections
along with those by new poets Ramesh Kartik Nayak, a/nil, Pallavi Padma-Uday and Paulami Sengupta.
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“Life—An Amalgam of Colours All":
Amalgamation ofnature and humanity in
Santosh Bakaya's Sunset in a Cup, A book by
Dr. Santosh Bakaya,Reviewed by Payal
Nagpal

a by Kashmir Pen — 9 months ago in Book Review, Weekly Reading Time: 5 mins resd
-

“LIFE-AN AMALGAM OF
COLOURS ALL™:
AMALGAMATION OF
NATURE AND HUMANITY IN
SANTOSH BAKAYA'S

SUNSET IN A CUP

A BOOK BY
DR. SANTOSH BAKAYA

| REVIEWED BY
SN  PAYAL NAGPAL
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Between Oppression and Resilience: Stories Celebrating a Forgotten Life: The Story of
from Assam's Fault lines Gerda Philipshorn
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‘The Fallen City": Gutted Once Again

Payal Nagpal

FALLEN CITY: A DOUBLE MURDER, POLITICAL INSANITY, AND DELHI'S DESCENT FROM GRACE by By Sudeep
Chakravarti Alsph Book Company, New Daihi, 2024 248 pp, INR € 799.00

, VOLUME , NO

Delhi is a city ravaged and resurrected many a time in the course of history. Sudeep Chakravarti's Fallen City, the first full length

book about the gruesome murder of Geeta and Sanjay Chopra in late August 1978, pre another instance of this phenomenon
On 26 August 1978, Geeta left from home to go to All India Radio (AIR) for a recording, accompanied by her younger brother

ut they never returned. The siblings were abducted and murdered by Billa and Ranga, with whom they had hitched a

Continue readina this review
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Marrative of Loss and Resurrection

" f ¥ in G

IMAYAM
-, Tragedy of the Times
Payal Nagpal

Tﬂ"'aﬁ'&" M ALIVE_FOR NOW By Imayam. by Translated from the criginal Tamil by Prabha Sridevan Ratna Socks, New
e Deit,, 325 pp. INR ¢ 69900
@ I;-n_h

. VOLUME , NO

In the Translator's Mote to Imayam’s I'm Alive. For Now, Prabha Sridevan has aptly remarked, ‘Perhaps a story like this has
mever been told. Translating this was not easy. Sometimes, ['d feel so crushed after doing just a page, that I would close the book.
But the boak “spoke” to me and asked me to translate, and 1 have done just that” Reading I'm Alive._For Mow is gimilar to
Sridevan's experbence of translating the novel. Written in the first person, the novel is about the narrator, a fifteen-year-old boy,
Tamizharasan, suffering from kidney failure

Tamizharasan documents his physical and emotional respanse to the disease and his oheervations about everything arcund—
his parents’ conversations, relatives’ remarks, the doctors’ expressions, thedr thoughts on his medical condition, the wide chasm
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30. Prof (Dr.) Indu Jain - Karnad’s Hayavadana: A Feminist Performative (Re)telling
through Repetition

dialog, No. 43 (Spring, 2024) 213-225

Karnad’s Hayavadana: A Feminist Performative
(Re)telling through Repetition

Dr. Indu Jain"
Abstract

This essay appraises the work of contemporary Indian feminist
theatre director, Neelam Mansingh Chowdhry, who in her
productions (like Nagamandala, Bitter Fruit, Naked Voices, The
Dark Borders) has helmed several imaginative modes of recasting
myths and narratives about women: challenging the
heteronormative patriarchal ways of seeing and dismantling the
hold of this eught-ness within the Indian societal fabric of tradition
and modernity. The essay delineates the radical potential of a
feminist reading of a call for ecriture feminine being transposed
and realised in Chowdhry’s theatre work, wherein, the cynosure is
not only on the re-telling of myths, but also an embodiment of
aesthetics of transformation and fluidity through experimentation
with her native traditional folk form and presence of naqqals
(traditional artists of female impersonators). The essay focuses on
her contemporary production Hayavadana to explore her feminist
reimaginations.

Keywords: Hayavadana, Ecriture Feminine, Aesthetics,
Performance, Feminism, Indian Mythology

When you’re participating in an emotion, you cannot
really use distance to forge creativity. But within the
savagery of the times, I try to find some affirmations,
some humanity and some hope.
—Chowdhry ‘In Search of Contexts™!
Introduction

Based in Chandigarh since 1984, Neelam Mansingh Chowdhry and
her group The Company practices a theatrical style that breaks the

Associate Professor, Department of English, JDMC Delhi University
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The Dynamics of Gender in Translation

Indu Jain

Janki Devi Memorial College, Deptof English, Delhi University

Absteact: Gender is perhaps ane of the most restless terms in the English language, a word whose uses seem to be forever
changing, always on the move, producing new inflexions of meaning, One talks about gender roles and the gender gap,
questions ideas that are gender-biased or gender-specific. It is a much-contested concept, slippery yet indispensable, In this
essay, | will investigate the role of gender in translation drawing pnimanly from the comprehensive study of feminist 1ssues in
translation theory and practice by Sherry Simonand Luise von Flotow's. and their useful discussion of feminist trans lations,
I will also examine Gayairi Chakravorty Spivak’s'*** commentaries on her translations of the Bengali language writer
Mahasweta Devi,”* which have forcefully articulated the material reality of posteolonial nationalism from the embodied
standpoint of tribal, suballem women

Keywaords: Translation study, Gender Politics, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Mahashweta Devi, Feminism

Histor ieally, the conventional view looks at a translation as a secondary work dependent on, and subservient to, the original
text, All translations since seen as secondary are also reputed as femalke, thus articuating the hentage of double inferiarity.
One eliche, proclaims, “"Only one syllable differentiates a translator from a trator”, puns on the lalian words rraduriore
(translator, masculing) and tradifore (traitor, masculine). The pun warns what a treacherous occupation translating is, for a
mere slip of the pen can transform the whole effort of transporting a text from one language to another into a betrayal that
reaches out from a single word to infect the entire culture. It seems significant that this pun works only in the masculine
farmation, and even more so, that the pocket-size Barnes and Noblke English-lalian; lalian-English Dictionary, which gives
the feminine of “traitor” as tradirrice, offers no feminine form for “translator”. The cliche, in the context of the Dictionary’s
omission, suggests how pervasively gendered the assumptions about translation (and also about translators and writers) are.
This gendered notion becomes explicit in yet another truism, “A literal translation is plodding, like a faithful wife and a
literary translation is free, like a loose woman” Likening a translation to a woman, this statement assumes, first, that an
ariginal text is like 2 man, and second, that the relationship between a text and its lation is like a hi hical

heterosexual relationship between a man and a woman, In this textual or sexual relationship, the original text, which is
equated 1o the man, determines a tyrannical dualism, which defines a transltion {or a woman) as literal or literary, tedious or
thiilling, domestic or dangerous, o faithful or too fee. As in the age-old paradox that binds women into the roles of virgin
and whore, a translation, like a woman, can never achieve an appropriate balance. Thus, a translation lives an imperfect
female version of the male original. We find a prototype for this notion in the second story of Creation (Gen. 2:5-23), where
Giod translates doubly: The Creator carnes across the breath of life by transforming dust mto a man, and then the man’s rib
into o woman, When the man proclims, “She shall be called Woman because she was taken out of Man™, his derivative
naming of the woman (isha from ish; woman ffom man) creates the assumptions about translation uponwhich the cliches are
hased, Typical also is the seventeenth-century image of les belles infidels, an adage that declares that, like women,
translations must be either beautiful or faithful. This adage very problematically positions fidelity as the opposite of beauty,
ethics as the opposite of elegance, and the drdgery of moral cbligation as incompatible with stylistic felicity. The
conventional view of translation supposes an active original and a passive translation, creation followed by a passive act of

transmission,
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32. Prof (Dr.) Indu Jain - Sa'adat Hasan Manto: Delineating Societal Precarity through

Stories
UGC Approved Journal No. 49321 Impact Factor : 7.0
Shodh Drishti (An International Peer Reviewed Refereed Research Journal), Vol. 15, No. 8.1, August 2024 |SSN:
0976-6650 ) :
Sa adat Hasan Manto: Delineating Soctetal Precarily

through Stories

Dr. Indu Jain
Associate Professor, Dept. of English, IDMC, Delhi University

On 18™ August 1954, a year before his death, Manto wrote his epitaph, wherein he declared that
with him, the art of storytelling was buried, and one may often wonder and compare him and
God to decide who 1s a better storyteller. Born in 1912 in Punjab to a Muslim family of Kashmiri
descent and virtually drinking himself to death at the age of 43, Manto is definitely one of the
greatest craftsmen in the field of the genre of the short story. In 22 years, he had produced over
250 short stories, in addition to scores of essays and sketches. Manto’s stories can be recognised
by his finely chiselled mode of construction and style, which is his very own. Lucidity, economy
and brevity are the other features of his stories. Any critical exposition to his stories, however
elaborate it may be, cannot do full justice to the many-layered implications within the story. A
notably poor and undisciplined scholar, he stumbled his way through school and college. Under
the intellectual tutelage of a journalist called Abdul Bari Alig, however, Manto had come to know
and love the classics of 19"-century European Literature. He moved to Bombay to begin a career
in journalism. While living in Bombay, he witnessed communal rioting in the city, which he
condemned in essays and editorials. From 1941-42, he also worked for All India Radio in Delhi
but came back to Bombay and joined the film industry as a story writer. It was here that he came
m contact with Progressive writers such as Krishen Chander and Ismat Chughtai. When Partition
occurred in the summer of 1947, his wife and her family moved to Pakistan, and he finally joined
them in 1948,

The great tragedy of the Partition lay in the sectarian and religious bloodletting which
preceded and followed it. Savagery such as that witnessed at the time has few parallels in history.
A fierce madness seemed to have taken hold of people. The horrifying extermination of Jews,
another episode of ruthless killings, is often compared to the horrors of Partition. The violence it
unleashed was unprecedented, unexpected and barbaric. Writers faced the inadequacy of
language to document and narrate the trauma and complexities of the time.

“Accounts of violence...are vulnerable to taking on a prurient form. How does
an anthropologist write an ethnography- or to borrow a more apt term from Jean
Paul Dumont- anthropology of violence without its becoming a pornography of
violence” (Daniel, E. Valentine).

Manto too faced the challenge of developing an aesthetic and a politics that could engage
powerfully with the complexities, precarity and contradictions of his time, an epoch marked both
by hope and gut-wrenching disillusionment. Raul Hilberg, describes the art of using a minimum
of words to say the maximum, that is, a kind of minimalism as an effective way to convey the
horrors of Holocaust. Manto’s writings clearly show that he is truly a master in this art.

“The knife had already sliced through the abdomen all the way up to the nose.
The Pajama cord was cut. From the mouth of the knife wielder came prompt
words of regret, “Oh!....a mishtake has happened!™(Black Margins).

{An International Peer Reviewed Refereed Research Journal),
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Experimentation and Innovation in Modern Indian Drama

Dr. Indu Jain
Associate Professor,
Department of English,
JDMC Delhi University, Delhi-110060,
Email Id: ms.indu@jdme.du.ac.in, Ph no: 9811994081

Abstract

The article traces the emergence of post-independence Indian national theatre with a
focus on the dialectic between traditional performance forms and contemporary theatre work.
The cynosure here is the dramatic text by the modern Indian male playwrights—Mohan
Rakesh, Badal Sircar and Vijay Tendulkar, who acknowledge the importance and relevance
of establishing reciprocity between traditional art forms and contemporary idioms. The essay
traces some of their productions as emblematic of their experimental and innovative
dramaturgy, wherein a novel understanding of realism, textuality, performative stylisation
and modernism finds immersive visibility. It underlines and draws parallels between the
artistic endeavours of all of these three playwn ghts however, also delineates their individual

nuances and artistic expressions evident in their writings.

Keywords: Indian Drama, Indian Playwrights, Post-Independence Indian Theatre,

Innovation and experimentation are constant phenomena in the theatre. Drama, being
a performative art has an immediacy of appeal which poem or fiction may not need. Initially,
drama was meant only to be staged. Then, it started being written also in the form of a text
meant to be analysed and interpreted. Together with spectacle and entertainment, the social
and cultural role of the theatre in the larger context of a people’s history cannot be neglected.
Our theatre reflects different kinds of popular aspirations from time to time as testified by the
impact of broader movements for national independence, cultural identity, social reform and

other radical aspirations on the evolution, theme and form of theatre.

Modem Theatre in India began in the colonial cities set up by the British as
commercial ports. These cities had an urban middle-class audience with values and tastes
shaped by the English style of education they received and by the need to work with the
British in administration and commerce. Much of the theatre in this era replicated the Bntish

drama and therefore took on, to some extent, the aesthetics, dramaturgical structures, and

7
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Navigating Identity and Agency: The Impact of
Gender Politics on Women's Autobiographical
Narratives

Indu Jain
Associate Professor
Department of English
JDMC, Delhi University
The systematic denial of educational opportunities to women, coupled with the pervasive male exclusivity
both in print media and theatrical culture, underscores a significant socio-cultural framework that has
historically marginalized female voices. This marginalization is further exacerbated by a prevalent tendency
to tnvialize and devalue oral literary forms alongside a pronounced dichotomy that separates public spheres
from private domains. Collectively, these factors have confined women's literary contributions to a limited
amray of genres while simultancously restricting or, in many cases, erasing their presence in more

authoritative or dominant literary forms.

The genre of autobiography emerges as a particularly elucidative case study in which the biases inherent in
gender politics, as well as sexual differentiation, are palpably manifest as both social constructs and
psychological realities. While identity strives for a sense of closure, sexual identity, in particular, relies on a
constructed narrative that is fundamentally linguistic, ideological, and fetishistic despite any biological
influences that may shape its perception. This highlights the intricate, often paradoxical nature of identity
formation, particulardy concerning the feminine experience. The refusal of female identity to conform to

1

essentialist notions itates an

ding of identity as a complex tapestry woven from diverse
strands of individual experiences, societal impositions, and historical contexts. Historically, women's
identities have often been inscribed by extemal forces rather than organically embraced or articulated by the
women themselves. This leads to their status as subjects of re-presentation within literary narratives, often
positioned as ventriloquists for predominantly male voices. Virginia Woolf encapsulates this phenomenon
succinetly when she describes women as “looking glasses possessing the magic and delicious power of
reflecting the figure of man at twice its natural size” (Woolf 36). This metaphor poignantly illustrates the
dynamic where women's identities are not only shaped by but are also subordinate to male perspectives, thus
perpetuating a cycle of misrepresentation and distortion of female agency within the literary discourse. In
this context, examining women's autobiographical narratives becomes critical in deconstructing these

IJRAR25A1316 | Inter I Journal of R h and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR) www.ljrar.org | 463
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The Politics and Hermeneutics of translation: The
creation of English-mediated national literary
spaces

Indu Jain, Associate Professor, JIDMC, Department of English, Delhi University

Abstract

The paper examines Sujit Mukhenee’s significant contributions to the discourse on Indian literature in English
translation, particularly as articulated in his collection, Translation as Discovery. This work delineates how
translations from Indian languages into English emerged within the colonial framework, fostering an Indo-
English literature that enables diverse linguistic communities to access each other's literary heritage.
Mukherjee posits that translation is not merely an act of linguistic conversion but a form of ‘new wrting’ that
synthesizes fidelity to the original text with creative reinterpretation. He critiques the emphasis on British or
American English texts in Indian education, advocating instead for the inclusion of Indian texts in translation
to ground students in culturally familiar narratives. Furthermore, Mukherjee envisions a pedagogical
landscape where seminal Indian authors can be introduced across linguistic boundaries. His insights highlight
the transformative potential of translation in expanding cultural horizons while underscoring the need for
institutional support and collaborative efforts to sustain this critical literary exchange. Ultimately, the paper’s
analysis positions Mukherjee’s work as instrumental in re-evaluating the role of translation in enriching Indian

literary studies post-independence.

Keywords: Translation Studies, Indian Literature, National Canon, Regional Languages
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itting in a clinic while the doctor takes

your history, you may find yourself

waiting in silence, with little say in your
proposed prognosi. This experience can feel
debumanizing, reducing you to a mere body
afflicted by illness, awaiting correction by a
physician. It's as if you've lost your autonomy,
becoming marginalized from the community
of the healthy. Transitioning 1o 2 world where
life becomes regimented and the expresions
of well-wishers tum into directives, it would be
almaost natural to feel Bolited and alienated . In
this new realm of the sick, our quest becomes
tenegotiating this altered status quo, striving to
retum to a scmblancs of normaley oven if the
illness persists.

isan ing discip
that bridges the gap between patients and
doctors through the art of storyrelling.
Everyone has a story and its a fundamental
human need to namate our experiences in our
own way. At its core, Namative Medicine is
dhout listening to patients—not merely as cies
to be treated, but 35 peopk with stories that
shape their experiences of illness and bealth.
This interdisciplinary fickd emphasizes that the
narratives patients share about their lives are s
important as their medical histories, offering
a holistic picture of who they are and what
they need,
In literary studies, Narrative Medicine is a sub-
branch of Medical Humanities. When medicine

and humanities intersect, both fields enrich each
other’s

Healing Through Stories: The Emergence of
Narrative Medicine

L i 1

toliterarytheor
aesthetic theory, cultural studies, visual arts and
mare, The feld values the testimonies of both
paticnts and medical staff bringing to forefront
their challenges in namation, and the distinct
mades in which the narmtors wishes to express
their experiences.

As literary studies evolved through modem and
postmadem eras, with a focus on i

where the principles of narrative medicine find
2 natural and meaningful resonance,

In a clinical setting, Narrative Medicine secks
to challenge what Michel Foucaul, in his
1963 book The Binth of the Clinic, called "k
regurd  mfical’—the medical gaze that views
the patient 2 an object separate from their
personality. In literary studies, it traces various
forms of expressi be it prose, poctry, graphic

Jity and sesthetics, the
foundations of medical experiences also gained
prominence. Virginia Woolf’s 1925 essay ‘On
Being 1" highlighted the reflective nature of
finding contentment despite illness. She noted,
“Amang the drawbacks of llness as matter for
Titerature there is the poverty of the hnguage.
English, which can express the thoughts of
Hamlet and the tragedy of Lear, has no words
for the shiver and the headache.” Susan Sontags
1978 work, Iifess as Metaphor, echoed this
bk and illuminated the stigma sssociated
with certain diseases, arguing that the limited
vocabulary available to patients often led to the
culrural shaming of the sick.

India, with its rich tpestry of languages
and medical waditions, has long narrated
a complex relationship between illness and
healing. We don't just rely on Allopathy here,
but a compkx spectrum of practices ranging
from hemeopathy and Ayurvedic practices to
much more grass rooted vaid, hatims and folk
healers. An anthology edited by Dr Haris
Qadeer titled Medical Maladics explore such

heoretical understandings. Clinically,
the discipline is grounded in primary care
medicine, colhbontive healthcare, bioethics,
and psychotherapy, while its philosophical

while incorporating the master
storytellers inchiding Tagore, Premchand and
Manto. This collection becomes essential in
understanding the Indian literary landscape,

memoir, of lettess, to develop an understanding
of bmader cultural dynamics and establish a
new theoretical model in eritical theory. While
thearetical frameworks have been gradually laid
out over the last few decades, the scholarly field
itselFis still relatively new.

Columbia University pioncered an M.5c. in
Narrative Medicine in 2009, and today, many
universities, primarily in the US,and UK, are
gaining traction in Medical Humanities and its

Tated Trdia, which is h fthe
Targest medical staff produces, and where many
diseases are still considered thoo and doctor-
patient incidents frequently make headlines, we
could begin programs in this interdisciplinary
field, making it gain traction in literature, social
sciences, and medicine programs to integrate
the experiences of illness with 2 more mature
and empathetic aspect of our daily lives.

Anuj Kumar

Assistant Professor,

Department of English, Janki
Devi Memorial College &
Research Schobr in Medical
Humanities, Trauma Studies and
Visual Namatives

University of Delhi
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38. Dr. Deendayal - Divyangon ki trasdi aur karmathta ko byaan karta kahani sangrah
'mere hisse ka aasmaan'

Volume V, Perspectives - A Peer-Reviewed, Bilingual, Interdisciplinary E-Journal
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39. Rahul Prasad - 8Tl &b DbIed 3t a1 od oTferd obl =a=q
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40. Vandana Hindi - Bhaktikaaleen Kavya Mai Raastriya Chetna
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42.Vandana Hindi - Mahakavi Tulsi Ki Naari Drishti
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43. Vandana Hindi - Bhakti Prampara aur Maanviya Moolya
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44. Vandana Hindi - Bhartiya Samaj ke Paripekash mai
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45. Akanksha Kumar - The question of ‘tribes’ displaced by the partition of India 1947
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it The question of ‘tribes’ displaced by the partition of
ocebved: 21 46:2004 India 1947

Asurpinl: 27072024

[ ST - — Dr. Akanksha Kumar
Aslstans Profrssor, Jaski
Phevi Masnsorial Collogs,

Usmiversiiy of Diedlu, Dnalia

Thie mass deplacement and hurman tragedies durmg the Partiion of the sub—continent i 1947 are not
mkmwmmmd:ummlﬁa Recent wrilings have sought o move past the

of palitics, musead ermphaszing the refages cxpenimon and The
burman !mﬂundﬁmhﬂhwnf‘ like oral b w, b and o on, Th:pmml
paper miends 1o probe an srea largely unenplored in the poat panition madies of reflag Amorg

many sefupecs, o significast member of Tribes migraied io Wet Punjsb snd Delli post parition.
Keywerds: Dusplaced. tnbhes, partion of India 1947

Imtroduction

Vanous communities such as Bauria, Bazigar, Barsd, Banagala, Gandhila Nat. Bhils and
Sansi migrated with other communities 1o India. These communities were also categorized
under the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871. In 1947 some 128 Criminal Tribes totaling o a
number of ncarly 3.5 million were officially designated &s ‘Crimanal Trbes'. Although
scattered throughout the country they were mostly present in the Northern belt They were
differentiated from other Criminal Tribes in a number of ways, firstly heing mostly vagrant,
low casic or out casic, they were held in particullar abhormence by the rest of the socicty and
secandly, their criminal behaviour was passed on from one gencration o mexl Partloular
Criminal Tribes were mosily associated with pamicular types of crime. *The British
accondingly saw ribal crime &5 a3 group phesomenon 1o be combaicd on a group bass.”'
These were mainly nomadic communifics and most of them were forced to sctile on
government land Many of these tribes seitled in West Punjab, especially Sansis and
Baripars Barigars bave the highest population followed by the Sansis (whe are distributed
all over the staie) then the Bawrias Mai and Gandhila have the lowest population and they are
not distributed all over Punjab, in fact they are completely missing from CGurdaspus,
Kapurthals, Newanshshr, Fatchgarh Sahib and Muktsar " According o the study of Surveys
on Refugees in East Punjsh Barigar and Sansi were the two major tribes who migrsied 1o
East Punjab & 2 result of Partition.

Even in 1947 these communities were labeled as Criminal Tribes. It was on 31° August,
1952 that the Criminal Tribes Act was repesled and these communitics achieved their
‘ndependence”. ‘Many of them ironically celebmie this doy as their independence day.
These tribes since then had been strugpling 1o get themselves included in the Schedule Trbses
lsL™" One community i one state has Scheduled Caste siatus and in another stste has
schedule tnibe stamas this marks a confusion in the identiics of these mbes/castes.

Binnder Pal Singh n his study of Criminal Tribes says that the status of criminal remained
with them even aficr partition “They got 'mdepmdm‘ on Aup.nl Jl'I 1952 when the Lag
of crimimality was removed. "™ They celchrate this day as their independence day instead of
15® August sfier which they are called denotified tribes or vimukt jstis. “These mnibes since
then have been strugghing to get themselves included in the list of schedule tnbes (STS)". *
The status of the ex-Criminal Tribes of Punjab and even other states & a complicated one as
some of these communitics are listed under the scheduled castes and others as Scheduled

Corvespiidiiig Authar tribe. For example Milind Bokil (2002) cites the case of phanse pardhis of Maharashira who
Dv. Aksnkshe Kossar are STs there but their counterpans. the haran shikans or gaon pardhis are histed as vimukt
Assieramt Prodesane, Jaski Jatis.” Simalarly Bagaras of Maharsshira have the same problem. they are 5Cs in Kamataka
Devi Mesmsrial College. bt Virnukt jatis in Maherushira.

Usiversiry of [hellii, Indss




SRt oat HE=eT shfotst
JANKI DEVI MEMORIAL COLLEGE
(Femeit Farafamera) /(University Of Delhi)

wre vivm o aregers wrd, W f@EEN-1100680
Sir Ganga Rarm Hospital Marg, New Delhi-110060

TN/ Tel. - 40878830, -9, E-mail : dmeollege@hotmail com, TawmER,\Website : hitp:jdm du.ac.in
3HTF U At 21001 ; 2018 T 3MF UTH ! 9001 ; 2015 HAOT Uq NAAC Teifda A+ Aenfdeneig
An IS0 21001 : 2018 and IS0 9001 : 2015 Certified and NAAC Accredited A+ College
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MASS HYSTERIA: THE CASE OF MONKEY MAN IN DELHI
Dr Manisha Sharma
Associate Professor, Department of History
Janki Devi Memorial College
University of Delhi
B e e T e

Abstract

The present paper represents the case of Mass Hysteria with special reference to the case of Monkey man in
Delhi. The paper focuses on the role of socio economic, environmental factors as being greatly responsible for
the cause of Mass Hysteria. This spread is often facilitated by social networks, media exposure, and pre-
existing anxieties within a community. The paper also refers to the role of the administration and the Local
Police in maintaining a sitvation of law and order in the case of monkey man

Key Points: Collective distress, monkey man, mass anxiety, slums, vigilante groups.

Al el dede de e el el e de el ok e e o el Wl el e el e R el el e el el el e e e el el el e el el kel

INTRODUCTION: Mass hysteria, a captivating and unsettling phenomenon, exposes the intricate
interplay between individual psychology and collective behaviour. Characterized by the rapid spread
of physical symptoms, beliefs, or emotions within a group, often in the absence of an identifiable
organic cause, mass hysteria offers a glimpse into the potent influence of social dynamics and the
fragility of rational thought.

Historically, mass hysteria has been shrouded in misunderstanding and misdiagnosis, ofien attributed
to supernatural forces or dismissed as mere imagination. The term itself, laden with negative
connotations, has been criticized for its tendency to pathologize collective distress and ignore
underying social and cultural factors. While the term "mass psychogenic illness" has been proposed
as a more neutral alternative, it's crucial to approach the phenomenon with sensitivity and avoid
reducing complex human experiences to simplistic labels.

One of the key characteristics of mass hysteria is its rapid and contagious nature.

Crystal Raypole describes it as "a rapid spread of panic and fear," highlighting the role of emotional
contagion in amplifying and spreading symptoms” . This spread is often facilitated by social
networks, media exposure, and pre-existing anxieties within a community. For instance, Islam et al
illustrates ‘how the spread of misinformation and rumours during the COVID-19 pandemic fuelled
panic buying and exacerbated societal anxieties.

While often associated with dramatic physical symptoms like fainting, convulsions, or paralysis, mass
hysteria can also manifest as shared delusions, anxieties, or unusual behaviours.

Page | 64
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170 Book Reviews

illuminates a collaborative path of knowledge and cultural coproduction.
Her research opens up avenues for understanding and appreciating the
dynamic interplay between different cultural influences, offering fresh
perspectives on knowledge production in the domain of choral music.
With its methodological and scientific rigour, the book offers valuable
insights into the global landscape of choral music, encouraging further
research and dialogue on the diverse ways music shapes and is shaped
by human experiences.
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Riho lIsaka, Language, Identity, and Power in Modern India
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ISBN: 978103201 1066 (Hardcover/Paperback)

DO 10.1177/239386 17241292892

Tracing the evolution of the Gujarati language in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, Riho Isaka explores the relationship between lan-
guage, power and identity. Her book examines the process of standardi-
sation of Gujarati language and the implication of this process on the
social fabric of the ‘Gujarati’ society. What happens when a language
undergoes standardisation? How is this standardised form of language
produced? How does the nature of social landscape metamorphose in a
society where language is in the process of transformation? What socio-
cultural and political dynamics encapsulate such a transformation? How
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48. Shivam Sharma - Book review: Riho Isaka, Language, Identity, and Power in Modern
India Gujarat, c.1850-1960

Book Reviews 173

In the third and fourth chapters, Isaka discusses the production and
circulation of Gujarati literary texts. She is primarly concerned with
the literature produced by Nagar Brahmins and Parsis. Little attention
has been given to the literary works of Gujarati produced by Muslim
communities. Therefore, the agency of Muslims in the studies of the lan-
guage remains eclipsed. Besides, Isaka points out that the idea of Gujarat
developed in these literary works transcended the geographical boundar-
ies since a large population of the region had migrated to different parts
of the globe. It would have been interesting to study how these immi-
grants contnbuted to the development of the language and how they
negotiated with the transforming nature of the language in their writings.

Nevertheless, this book is an essential work to construe the evolution
of the Gujarati language and identity, and the making of post-colonial
Gujarat. Perusing both Gujarati literature and the archival corpus of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Isaka’s book meticulously exhibits
how the process of standardisation of a language produces hierarchies
within the language where one form of a language is elevated while
other forms are relegated to the status of a dialect. It implies that
the vernacular languages bear the vestiges of power struggle. Contrary
to the belief that vernacular languages represent popular culture, Isaka
illustrates that these languages are regional dialects shaped and endorsed
by the social elites. Therefore, the notions of modern-day Gujarat and
Guyarati are a product of debates, negotiations and power struggles.
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Christian Striimpell, Steel Town Adivasis: Industry and Inequality
in Eastern India (New Delhi: Social Science Press, 2023), 390 pp.,
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DOI: 10.1177/23938617241296988

Sieel Town Adivasis consolidates and expands on Christian Striimpell’s
substantial body of work on industrial labour, regional ethnicity, class
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The Miraculous Feminine Within Islamic Mysticism
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Janki Devi Memaorial College, Dellsi Universiry

KEYWORDS ABSTRACT
Sufism, Chishtis, Mai This paper explores the pivotal role of women in Ikamic mysticism and their presence in
Sahiba, Fatima Sam, the urban landscape of modern Idamic practice. Drawing from fidddwork conducted between

Mysticism, Islam, Gender October 2018 and May 2022 at various Sufi tomb-shrines affiliated with the Chisti order,
it investigates the reverence of women who have been posthumously recognized as saints' in
sparary Sufi ities. This interdisciplinary study, which merges bistory, social
anthropology, and gender studics, aimed to explore the notions of barakab (Hmmp) and
karimat (miracles) linked to the dargabs (tomb-shrines) of female Sufi 'saints.’ The research
focuses on two revered figures: Bibi Zulekba, mother of Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya, and
Bibi Fatima Sam, beld in bigh mmn wubm the Chisti Snﬁ tradition. 71mr Icg«m are
traced through Sufi bagiographies (tazkinit) and (malfiizdt) compiled over time.
The study extends to the cultural ad religions practices at their tomb-shrines in Delbi'’s
cntemporary urban setting. Video Jmmmulm gf the dargabs' misc-en-séne and the

cllection of oral bistories were conds inating in an awdio-visual archive and a
documentary film. The paper incorporates rbu m-d material by providing online links
wbrrr-wﬁdk.

The study is grounded in fieldwork carried out from October 2018 to May 2022 at various Sufi
dargahs (tomb-shrines) in and around Delhi, associated with the Chishti Sufi order. It aimed to
explore the practices at shrines of d who are regarded as ‘saints” in contemporary Sufi
communities. We investigated the Sufi concepts of barakirt (beneficence) and karimic (miracles) in
relation to the tomb-shrines of female Sufis. The focus was on the dargahs of Bibi Zulekha, mother of
the renowned Sufi saint of Delhi, Nizamuddin Auliya, and Bibi Fatima Sam, a revered yet enigmatic
figure in the Chishti Sufi tradition. Research indicates the historical presence of notable female mystics
and scholars in medieval Islam, though often underrepresented in male-authored traditional texts. Oral
traditions at these tombs suggest that visiting the graves of these virtuous women can be beneficial for
seekers, fulfilling their mannat (vows). Further investigation revealed that these narratives align with
those in some hagiographical texts (tazkirir) and discourses (malfizir) related to the Chishti order. This
led us to examine the interplay between Sufism and gender through our interdisciplinary study, merging
historical context with contemporary practice, inspired by the need to ‘unravel the everyday contexts
in which meanings are produced, r duced, and ipulated’ (Dirks 2015: 111). The research also
considered the role of ritual sites in urbnn life, acknuwlcdglng the subtle yet persistent veneration of
women in Islamic practice in Delhi, amidst the evolving landscape of Sufi mysticism.

Please cite this artide as: Sheemar, T., Alam, K., The Miraculous Femninine Within Islamic My - A /. of Anthropalogy 20-2
(2024) pp. 51-76.
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50. Tara Sheemar - Female Embodiment and Corporeality in Sanskrit Prognostication: A
Study of the Brhatparasarahora Sastra

Sh : Femnale Embodi and Corporeality in Sanskrit Prognostication: A

Female Embodiment and Corporeality in Sanskrit Prognostication: A Study of the
Brhatparasarahord Sastra

By Tara Sheemar'

Abstract

The connection between traditional Indian knowledge systems of astrology, medicine, and
drama has been noted by scholars. Of particular concern for gender analysis is the reading of
laksanas (bodily marks) that developed in astrology. The coded knowledge of astrology—the
sharing of fundamental meanings with other Sanskrit knowledge systems—became a significant
tool for gendered prognostication, which buttressed normative gender roles for men and women.
In this paper, I attempt to unravel the code of laksanas given in the Brhatparasarahora Sastra, a
text composed between the 7th and 9th centuries CE. The focus will be on the sections of the text
concemmg the predictions for women and the reading of the effects of the characteristic features
of women’s bodies. From a decolonial fennmst perspective, I reveal the way this corpus of
knowledge, through somatic techniques and ic sy was embodied by women while
also examining the intersectionality of gender with other social hierarchies. The aim is to reveal
the latent attitudes regarding gender and status that persist in the social fabric of South Asia through
the continued cultural interest in astrology.

Keywords. Genethlialogy, Brihat Parashara Hora Shastra, Embodiment, Gender, Laksanas,
Birthmarks, Decolonial feminism, Astrology, India

Intreduction

This paper is based on the study of a text used widely in Sanskritic prognostication, the
Brhatparasarahora Sastra | The Great Treatise of Parashara on Horoscopy] (BPHS), composed
between the 7th and 9th centuries C.E. by the sage Parashara. The BPHS is a significant
contribution to genethlialogy, a system that charts out the life pattern of an individual based on
planetary configurations at birth. This paper offers a gendered reading of the text and focuses on
the sections that pertain to horoscopy for women (sirijdataka adhyaya) and the omens connected
with the features (anga laksana) of the female body. I am also examining the intersection of varna-
Jjati® with gender and astrology by examining notions related to hierarchy, which are built into
astrological knowledge. This is a relatively unexplored area of historical and gendered research
despite divination remaining a popular practice in India. This paper highlights the possibilities of
using astrology for socio-historical research regarding gender. As a knowledge system connected
with Sanskrit culture, astrology can offer us significant clues regarding the Indian past.
Additionally, as a method of prognostication, astrology has remained popular in India and has

! Tara Sheemar is an Associate Professor of the Department of History, Janki Devi Memorial College, University of
Delhi, India. She has authored the h Pl g the Ocean: Courts, Castes and Courtesans in the
Karhdsaritsagara, which is based on her r doctoral research at the Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University. She also co-authored the book Beyond the Woman Question: Reconstructing Gendered Identities in

Early India. She has published and presented various papers on topics related to gender and sexuality, religious
praxis, literary representations. courtly culture, and aesthetics.

2 Referring to the ritual hierarchy denoted by the four varma (castes) and the localized occupational-based descent
groups.
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Abstract

In 1857 Indian forces launched their first battle to achieve independence against British colonial power.
Historical accounts tend to disregard the essential parts played by women during the 1857 Rebellion despite
abundant studies about the male leadership and soldier participation. Women of India played a dominant
role during the rebellion through the exhibition of courage leadership while making noteworthy sacrifices
according to this research. Across varous Indian regions women shaped history by rebelling against
traditional expectations as they fought actively for resistance in their multiple key strategic capacities. The
research examines unusual historical contributions made by Indian women through analysis of their societal
influence alongside historiographical barriers during the time period. Through explomtion of Indian
women's bravery and endurance during 1857 this work demonstrates their vital contribution to the Indian

independence movement.

Keywords: 1857 Rebellion, Indian independence, Rani Lakshmibai, Begum Hazrat Mahal, women in

history, grassroots participation, socio-political impact, unsung heroes, freedom struggle.
Introduction

The 1857 Rebellion represents an essential turning point in Indian historical development. Historians
commonly designate this key event as the First War of Indian Independence. The enormous British colonial
opposition triggered a nationwide Indian social coalition which fought against the East India Company's
exploitation. Coordinated resistance tactics accompanied intense battles throughout Delhi and Awadh as
well as Thansi and Kanpur during the rebellion period. The vital role which women played during this critical
period remains understated compared to widely documented accounts of political leaders Bahadur Shah
Zafar, Tantia Tope and Nana Sahib in historical records. Throughout India's rebellion women took active
roles as fighters and commanders who led the conflict while also motivating future generations to fight for

independence.
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53. Natasha Nongbri - Tea Advertising in the Early Years of Indian Independence

Tea Advertising in the Early Years of Indian Independence

Natasha Nongbri

Fig 1. ITMEB Poster, 1947. Priya Paul Collection.

This 1947 poster brought out by the Indian Tea Market Expansion Board (ITMEB) features an
Indian lady in a white saree with a red and blue border, sitting cross-legged in front of a charkha
(spinning wheel), and sipping a cup of tea. In the backdrop are more cups, saucers and charkhas,
while the text declares the beverage a “100% swadeshi drink” (Fig. 1). Yet, even with the
appropriation of the most potent nationalist symbol of economic self-reliance by the advertisers,
to demonstrate how ‘Indian’ the beverage had become, tea was still far from being a ‘swadeshi’
or a ‘mass’ drink. In the late colonial period, various promotional campaigns and print
advertisements had succeeded in creating awareness for the commodity, but inducing Indian
consumers to drink more tea and make a habit of it was an undertaking that continued well into

the post-independence era. This essay explores the shifts in tea advertising in the print medium
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Approximating the fixed points of Suzuki’s
generalized non-expansive map via an efficient
iterative scheme with an application

Pragati Gautam, Chanpreet Kaur

Abstract. This paper is aimed at proving the efficiency of a faster iterative scheme
called PC*-iterative scheme to approximate the fixed points for the class of Suzuki's
Generalized non-expansive mapping in a uniformly convex Banach space. We will
prove some weak and strong convergence results. It is justified numerically that
the PC"-iterative scheme converges faster than many other remarkable iterative
schemes. We will also provide numerical illustrations with graphical representations
to prove the efficiency of PC* iterative scheme. As an application of the solution of
a fractional differential equation is obtained by using PC* iterative scheme.

Keywords. Suzuki's generalized non-expansive mapping, iterative scheme, uniformly con-
vex Banach space, fixed point
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Abstract

Researchers and industry are working together to develop low carbon inventory models that
comply with carbon pricing regulations while maintaining company profits. However, this
task becomes more challenging when companies also face issues related to product quality
imperfections. To address this issue. a new study has developed an economic order quantity
(EOQ)) model that takes into account carbon emission tax, defective rates, selling prices,
imperfect items, scrap items and backordering. The objective of this mathematical model is
reduce overall expenses, encompassing emissions-related costs. A numerical example is come
up to adorn the model. based on previous data. Sensitivity analysis has also been performed
to validate the model and understand system characteristics. identifying the factors that affect
total emissions.

Keywords E(N)} . Defective items - Shortages - Carbon tax - Optimization

Introduction

Economic order quantity model has been implemented to optmize the total cost. Ford W.
Haris and R.H. Wilson invented the model in 1913. Bouchery and Dallery [1] consider sus-
tainability in classical inventory model. Arslan and Turkay [2] have contributed to Economic
order quantity model by including sustainability considerations which embrace environmen-
tal and social criteria with standard economic consideration. Wang et al. [3] created a model
for EOQ using renewal reward theory with the aim of determining the anticipated overall
profit per unit of time. Aggarwal et al. [4] focus on the temporal association rules to solve
inventory classification’s problems by involving expressions related to time to association
rules. Lee et al. [5] established an EOQ model taking into account stochastic leat time and the
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a-propertles, selection principles and the ldeals

Sumit Singh*, Ceetanjali Raiya and Manoj Kumar Rana

ABSTRACT: Kotinac [8) several i as 3 i and there were motivated
bymﬂ[)n.-bcdmia lnmap-ps teulemd&md—u,(andﬂo(openwh
groups, for which the Kofinae o, (A, B)-
properties are d-lyrdaldnnddlmmmh:lm&'guﬂ) using the notion of an ideal Further we
imtroduce the ideal form of Hurewicz-bounded topological group and characterize it using these o -properties.

Koy Words: Seleetion principles, as-properties, ~-cover, w-cover, topologieal group, hyperspace,
ded ideal, topological space.
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Abstract

In this paper, we provide some stability analysis of the generalized vector variational inequal-
itics. We obtain results pertaining to Kuratowski-Painleve lower and upper convergence of
the nets of generalized vector variational inequalities as well as of their solution sets.

Keywords Vector variational Inequality - Topological vector space - Kuratowski-Painlevé
sct-convergence - Stability analysis

Mathematics Subject Classification 49140 - 49K40 - 54C60 - 54H99

1 Introduction

Vector variational inequality problems were introduced in the year 1980 by Giannessi (1980)
as an extension of variational inequality problem to finite dimensional vector spaces. Soon
the notion gained immense popularity amongst researchers due to its applications in various
diverse fields such as Economics, Optimization, Transportation, Image processing etc (see
Chen (2020); Chen et al. (2018); Ram and Bhardwaj (2022); Yao and Zheng (2018); Yen
(2016) and references therein).

Generalized vector variational inequality problems (GVVIP) for abstract spaces were
introduced in Lee et al. (1993); Linetal. (1997), where operator under consideration assumed
to be set valued. Since then, GVVIP have turned out to be a major thrust area for researchers.
Very recently, topological properties of function space topologies have been shown to play
a crucial role in obtaining solutions of such inequalities (Gupta et al., 2021; Sonia & Sarma,
2023a,b).

Quite naturally, stability analysis for variational inequalities has emerged as an important
area of research. Amongst several approaches, the one using sequential approach for per-
turbed inequality problems, introduced in Lignola and Morgan (1999), has been studied by
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ABSTRACT

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR, 1948) and the two key covenants, the |
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights {ICCPR, 1966) and the Internaiional

Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR, 1966)—which together form the |
International Bill of Human Rights does not explicitly recognize the right to a heaithy |
environment as a standalone human right. Formal recognition of this right began with the i
Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment (1972), marking the first global |
acknowledgment af environmenral vights and catalyzing its emergence within “third-generation” |
rights. These are collective rights that emphasize solidarity and require cooperaiive action |
among nations and communities for meaningful implementation. As global environmental |
challenges intensified, awareness of environmental rights has expanded at international,

regional, and national levels,
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AN AGRARIAN POLICY DISCOURSE: ENGAGING WITH THE TRADITIONAL
METHODS OF SEED PRESERVATION

Shalini Singh
Assistant Professor at Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi. She is a doctoral candidate at
Department of Political Science, University of Delhi.

Abstract

Seed preservation is a way of life for farmers, an embodiment of tradition, a repertoire of culture and
historical legacy. Seed exchange has been an important aspect of maintaining biodiversity and food
security for farmers. It goes beyond just free exchange: it involves exchange of ideas and knowledge that
has developed from the skill that the community acquires from the struggles in preserving the seed. Seed
Keeping has been an intrinsic part of agricultural communities. However, the neoliberal market led by
globalization has marked a shift from farm saved seed to monopoly by private firms. Thereby, leading
to commeodification of seed by standardization, sanctioned by scientific construct of knowledge, A farmer
has become a customer of costly seeds in the global market and has lost his social, cultural and economic
identity as a producer.

The paper will seek to address the epistemic question of Indian knowledge system of seed preservation,
explore the myriad reasons behind dwindling of traditional methods of seed keeping culture, Itwill give
an insight into the Government policy on seeds and its role in welfare of farmers amidst externalities of
changing market. It will delve into Civil Society participation to draw a success model of revitalizing the
traditional knowledge system and also analyze the nature of civil society in the seed sector. This paper
is an attempt to explore the discourses on traditional methods of seed preservation and its avenues in the
contemporary policy making in the Indian Seed Sector.

Epistemology of seed keeping

“Traditional Knowledge is a knowledge-practice-belief complex (Berkes 1999).

The way farmers obtained sceds can be traced back to origin of agriculture. It is the farm saved seeds
from one season that become the foundation of harvest for the upcoming season. Farmers are the
custodian of ndigenous crops and seed diversity. They have an in depth understanding of the soil,
temperature, rainfall, altitude and local interplay of living organisms with the ecology based on their
experiences and knowledge passed on from their ancestors that shapes their practices. This knowledge is
manifested in dynamic practices of seed saving, storage and exchange that allows for seed diversity.
Indigenous knowledge of seed preservation has evolved within communities and has been passed on
from generation to generation. It is primarily women who have imbibed the knowledge by observation,
experimentation and experience to carry the traditional knowledge. from one generation to other. It is a
labour mtensive process and women take the lead in figuring out various ways to store the seeds.

Seed storing is a scientific process and has different optimal conditions for different seed varieties based
on their climatic conditions. For mstance, tomato seeds are stored in cow dung cake that absorbs the gel
like consistency of tomato and the seed is preserved. At the time of sowing, it has to be dissolved i water
and then lcft to the ground 1. The cow dung is believed to have not only pesticidal propertics but also
immunostimulant properties, that increases the germination capacity. This method is still prevalent in the
Bundclkhand region. Fermentation of tomato sceds for effective storage mvolves similar rationale of
drying the seeds. The same technique is used in southern states for ash gourd, bitter gourd and bottle

Vol.: XXVIIL, No.: 1, 2025 174
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