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Brief Report 

The session commenced with the introduction of the speakers. Prof. Amita Charan took charge 
and initiated the workshop by discussing the evolution of plagiarism, highlighting its historical 
context, modern understanding, and the legal aspects associated with academic misconduct. She 
also presented several noteworthy legal cases from premier institutes to emphasize the 
seriousness of plagiarism and the consequences faced by individuals and institutions when 
ethical standards are compromised. Prof. Charan further elaborated on the need for academic 
honesty in higher education and the responsibility of faculty in guiding students toward 
responsible research practices. 

Following this, Mr. Varun Kumar Rai conducted a hands-on demonstration of the Turnitin 
plagiarism detection software. He explained various components of the similarity report, 
interpretation of similarity percentages, and strategies for reducing unintentional plagiarism. He 
also guided participants on uploading documents and navigating the software efficiently. His 
demonstration included real-time analysis of sample reports, which helped participants clearly 
understand the difference between acceptable academic writing and instances that raise 
plagiarism concerns. 

In addition to the technical demonstration, Mr. Rai also addressed common misconceptions 
related to plagiarism detection tools and emphasized that Turnitin is not merely a policing 
mechanism but a pedagogical aid that supports learning and writing improvement. He 
highlighted how faculty can use similarity reports constructively to mentor students in 
paraphrasing, citation styles, and ethical writing practices. The session further shed light on 
institutional responsibilities in maintaining academic integrity and the role of digital tools in 
strengthening transparent academic processes. He explained various components of the similarity 
report, interpretation of similarity percentages, and strategies for reducing unintentional 
plagiarism, including how Turnitin’s AI-writing indicator supports faculty in identifying patterns 
suggestive of machine-generated text. 

The workshop also facilitated meaningful dialogue among participants, who shared challenges 
they face while evaluating assignments and guiding students on ethical writing. Several faculty 
members discussed real-life scenarios from their classrooms, leading to insightful exchanges on 
best practices for preventing plagiarism before it occurs. The interactive nature of the discussion 
helped build a collective understanding of the importance of consistent institutional policies and 
collaborative efforts among faculty members. 

The session concluded with an interactive Q&A segment, where participants raised queries 
related to plagiarism policies, report interpretation, and best practices for maintaining academic 



integrity. The workshop ended with a formal vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Kush Kumar 
Gayasen, who acknowledged the valuable insights shared by the speakers and highlighted the 
relevance of such capacity-building sessions in nurturing a culture of academic honesty within 
the institution. 
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